
 

 

 

Dear Sirs 

The Secretary of State for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities must call in the 
planning application for Liverpool Street Station and its terminus hotel 
 
To plonk fifteen stories of insensitively designed tower directly on top of the Grade 
II* former Great Eastern Hotel, thus partially demolishing the listed station and 
overwhelming the existing Victorian train sheds, is grossly opportunistic and wrong. 
The claim that a cantilevered building directly on top of a heritage asset somehow 
“preserves” that asset is nonsense and sets a dangerous precedent.  
 
The station was saved from total demolition by Sir John Betjeman and others in 1975, 
and subsequently skilfully extended and upgraded by British Rail’s architects in the 
1980s-90s. It is a magnificent surviving part of the history of London and Britain. The 
station as it stands today is a considered compromise between Victorian heritage and 
the needs of the railway.  

It could easily be adapted to improve disability access and provide more escalators, 
independently of a commercial venture which would swamp and destroy the charm 
of a national historic monument to the railway age.  

We the undersigned urge the minister, Michael Gove, to call in this planning 
application and reject it and the terrible precedent it would set for the protection of 
heritage. 

Yours faithfully, 
 
Griff Rhys Jones OBE, FRSA, President The Victorian Society, President of Civic Voice, 
President of LISSCA (Campaign to Save Liverpool Street Station)   

See List of Signatories on following two pages. 

Griff Rhys Jones  
President  
Telephone 020 8747 5897 
media@victoriansociety.org.uk 
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Sir Charles Saumarez Smith FSA, FRIBA  

Philip Davies, MRTPI, IHBC, FRHist.S, FRAS, FSA, former Planning and Development 
Director, English Heritage 

A.N. Wilson  

Dr Simon Thurley CBE 

The Rt Hon. the Lord Howarth of Newport CBE  

John Makinson CBE 

Professor Richard Sennett OBE, FBA, FRSL   

The Baroness Andrews OBE 

Stephen Fry   

Ptolemy Dean OBE, FSA  

Anna Keay OBE, Director The Landmark Trust   

Tracey Emin CBE 

Professor John Darlington, Executive Director, World Monuments Fund, FSA 

The Lord Shipley OBE 

The Lord Carrington of Fulham  

Professor Hilary J Grainger OBE, Professor Emerita in Architectural History at 
University of the Arts London and Honorary Professor at Durham University, Chair 
of the Board of Trustees of the Victorian Society. 

Jonathan Glancey FRIBA  

Professor Emeritus Neil Jackson FSA, past-President Society of Architectural 
Historians of Great Britain 

Angela Brady OBE, PPRIBA 

Joe O'Donnell, Director, The Victorian Society 

David Adshead, FSA, Director, The Georgian Group 

Catherine Croft, Director, The Twentieth Century Society  

Liz Power, Director, Historic Buildings and Places  

Neil Redfern, Executive Director, Council for British Archaeology FSA  



   
 

   
 

Henrietta Billings, Director, SAVE Britain’s Heritage 

Benjamin Derbyshire PPRIBA, FRSA, Historic England Commissioner, President 
London Forum of Amenity & Civic Societies 

Jane Duncan OBE, PPRIBA 

Ian Harvey, Executive Director, Civic Voice, FRSA, SFIPM 

Edward Mirzoeff CBE 

Patrick Streeter, Trustee, The Spitalfields Historic Buildings Trust  

Mike Paterson, Director, London Historians   

Steve Jackson FRSA,  Chairman, The Betjeman Society 

Gillian Tindall FRSL, past-President of the London and Middlesex Archaeological 
Society  

Jeremy Musson FSA, Editor The Victorian  

 

 
 

 


