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Saving a Century is an exhibition celebrating the work of the Victorian Society during its
first 50 years. It is hard to remember now the contempt that was generally felt for 19th
century buildings in the 1950s and 60s. Great monuments to the Victorian age, like the
Doric propylaeum at Euston Station and the London Coal Exchange were gratuitously
demolished and St Pancras Station was under threat, along with much of Whitehall.
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It was against this background that the Victorian Society was formed in 1958, with John
Betjeman as its first secretary. In the following years the Society succeeded in changing
public attitudes, such that many 19th century buildings are now restored, adapted
sympathetically for new uses, and valued for their contribution to the cityscape and for
what they tell us about this dynamic period of our recent history.

The Foreign (India) Office, Whitehall - The Durbar Court (MD Wyatt 1866)
The entire Whitehall complex was threatened with demolition in the 1950s

It has not been a complete success story, campaigns have been lost as well as won,
and there are still battles to be fought. This exhibition illustrates many of the Society’s
successes and failures up and down the country during its first 50 years, and charts
the changing public perceptions of the Victorian legacy.
Saving a Century has toured the country, promoting the work of the Victorian Society
at over 60 venues. We are grateful to Robin Stephenson and the Bishop Street
Methodist Church for making it possible for Leicester to host this major exhibition.
Alongside the main exhibition, the Leicester Group plans to mount a display
illustrating our own successes and failures in the city. The Boot and Shoe Operatives
Union building in St James Street, reported in our last newsletter, is the 60th
successful listing application initiated by the Leicester Group.
Victorian Society membership and other information will be available at the exhibition,
and we are hoping that Victorian Society members will be on hand for much of the time
to talk to visitors and elaborate on the Society’s activities both nationally and regionally.
Carole Face is organising a rota, and any members of the Leicester Group who can
spare a few mornings or afternoons during the exhibition, and who would like to help
the Society in this way should contact Carole on 0116 267 5946.
The exhibition is open 10 am to 4 pm - 27th May to 24th June except Sundays
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Chairman’s Report
As many of you will be aware, I have been out of action for much of the time since the
last newsletter. Fortunately, there has not been a huge amount of activity whilst I was
indisposed, and thus my notes are somewhat briefer than usual. Two of the four
possible meetings of the City’s Conservation Advisory Panel were cancelled due to a
shortage of significant cases for consideration.
I recently represented the Society at a meeting convened by the 20th Century Society at
City Hall. They are looking to set up some Regional Groups and were seeking to establish
what interest there might be for a single group covering the East Midlands. Various other
conservation groups were invited and there was an attendance of about 20. Those giving
the presentation seemed Nottingham orientated, and we know from experience that a
group aiming to cover such a wide area is likely to have problems in trying to arrange
talks, visits etc. An additional problem appeared to be that their membership database
cannot identify members by location.
Buildings Sub-Committee Report
As reported in the last newsletter, we succeeded in our listing application for the Boot
and Shoe Trade Union Hall in St James Street. Consequently the planning application
for conversion to flats was withdrawn.
Members of the Buildings Sub-Committee paid a visit to a small group of buildings in
Garden Street, Belgrave Gate
which were under threat of
demolition. Apparently they are
some of the last "slum" dwellings
in central Leicester, although more
recently they were mainly shops.
Whilst not particularly attractive,
they are a rare and interesting
survival, and could easily be
converted to economic use. Along
with other parties we submitted an
objection to the Council, which
placed an Article 4 direction on the
buildings, precluding arbitrary
Former slum dwellings in Garden Street
demolition. We await further news.
The Silver Arcade is encountering further problems as some of the early tenants are
pulling out, citing lack of support and publicity etc from the owners.
There have been no significant changes to the status of the other cases we are
monitoring.
Jon Goodall
Chairman
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A Leicestershire Victorian Alphabet

YMCA in Leicester . . .

MCA was founded by George Williams, a worker in the London drapery
trade. Concerned about the welfare of his fellow workers, he started a
prayer and bible study group in 1844. This soon grew and attracted men from across
London. The Young Men’s Christian Association began to address a variety of other
concerns of young men working in cities, and soon spread outside London, with early
branches in Manchester and Leeds. Public lectures and education classes are developed.
Reading rooms and refreshment areas helped young men to adjust to urban life. The
YMCA was unusual because it brought together Christians of different denominations. As
the group expanded, it recognised that they should help not just Christians, but any young
men who needed their support. By its 50th anniversary in 1894 the YMCA had become so
significant that George Williams received a knighthood from Queen Victoria.
The Leicester association began with premises in Market Street in 1883 with Thomas
Howard Lloyd as president. In 1896 Alderman Albert Sawday became president and
began to plan a new Baroque style building for the YMCA in East Street, with a
frontage also on Granby Street.

This fine building, designed by Draper & Walters in conjunction with Sawday, has
three storeys and an attic. The Granby Street façade has large gabled end bays with
seven bays between them, which are divided by heavy stone columns. The large first
floor windows have interesting sculpted figures in the upper corners.
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The building was opened by The Marquis of Northampton on the 5th December 1900,
and provided a Christian lecture hall and a gymnasium. The second phase was
opened in December 1901. It consisted of reading and writing rooms, classrooms,
baths, refreshment rooms and 30 bedrooms. The ground floor of the East Street and
Granby Street corner was occupied by the Windsor Café. This was run by the
Leicester Coffee and Cocoa House Company, providing nourishing food and nonalcoholic drinks at reasonable prices.
The lives of many young men using these facilities were transformed. They were not
only provided with a home, but with help, guidance and support to lead independent
lives in the future. During the First World War it is estimated that more than one million
servicemen were grateful to use the facilities provided by the YMCA. After the war,
the Leicester YMCA hit financial difficulties. The mortgage of £20,000 was called in,
and eviction seemed likely. In 1918 Sir Jonathan North, then president of Leicester
YMCA, launched an appeal to the people of the town to save the YMCA building. The
generous townspeople of Leicester donated sufficient funds to clear the debt and the
YMCA still operates from the same premises today.
The association has moved on from its modest Victorian beginnings. Today, equality
and diversity are central to its ethos, welcoming all people, regardless of age, gender,
race or religion. In 2004 a project was started to help young people not in work or
education. Advice and support for homeless people continues to grow, culminating in
single flats being provided for young people, helping them to move forward to the next
stage of their lives.
The building was granted Grade II listed status in 2001. The Christian lecture hall is
now known as “The Y Theatre”, making it Leicester’s longest serving theatre venue.
It is pleasing to see that the shops on the Granby Street frontage of the YMCA
building have recently been refurbished. The uniform appearance of the dark green
shop fronts gives a dignified and elegant air to the street scene, enhancing this fine
building which graces one of the main routes into the city.
Carole Face
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Recent Leicester Group Activities
Walnut Street: Past and Present
A talk by Colin Hyde – Tuesday 3rd February 2015
‘A Victorian Suburb and its Fate’ – the subject of this talk was an area of Leicester which
continues to undergo the changes that have characterised it for much of its existence.
The area developed from the early years of the 19th century out of the south fields of
the town. The initial phase was at the north end, immediately outside the historic
town, and consisted of the smallest and meanest houses. The area was very damp
and unhealthy until the river was straightened in the later 19th century. As building
progressed southwards, the standard of housing gradually improved until the villas of
tree-lined Brazil Street appeared at the turn of the 20th century.
Several themes featured: both Leicester City and the Tigers have played here since the
early 1890s, although their homes have changed radically. Leicestershire County Cricket
Club also played on Aylestone Road between 1901 and 1946. The entertainment theme
continued with Granby Halls and the 24 pubs that once plied their trade in the area.
The main theme, however, was change: the oldest housing fell to slum clearance in
the 1950s. Further demolitions came from the 1970s onwards as both the Royal
Infirmary and Leicester Polytechnic/De Montfort University came to dominate much
of the district, followed by the current crop of student flats in the shape of
incongruously tall grey towers and domineering white cubes. Perhaps the transient
nature of much of the locality can be summed up by the St Andrews housing estate:
terraced housing swept away to be replaced with low rise structures with walkways
at first floor level intended to separate people from cars, only to succumb to criminality
and anti-social behaviour, so that they in turn were replaced by more traditional
dwellings only a couple of decades later. The overall impression is of a lack of
cohesion and strategy: a sense of anything goes for future development.
Archive photographs showed streets of tight terraced houses with workplaces,
schools, shops, pubs and places of worship all close to hand, interspersed with
allotments and recreation grounds. There were very few cars, but all of them British!
Particularly memorable were Pentonville off Grange Lane, with 24 dwellings
crammed in, and the Newark Tavern, demolished to build the Polytechnic, still
advertising “good stabling for cattle”. Other highlights included Oxford Street with
two-way traffic and the polar bear on Fox’s Glacier Mints factory, the corner of Newark
Street and Oxford Street where barely a single building survives, a substantial length
of Leicester’s medieval town wall still in-situ on Bonner’s Lane in 1914, a very narrow
Mill Lane with its pawnshop and tripe shop and children dancing round the maypole
inside Hazel Street School. We saw the Mountsorrel granite kerbs of vanished
streets, still preserved in hospital car parks, and anglers on the ‘straight’ benefiting
from the steaming river, warmed by the outflow from the power station cooling towers
looming in the background.
Many thanks to Colin for a thoroughly researched, well presented and entertaining talk.
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The Holiness of Beauty – Bodley and the Aesthetic Movement
A talk by Michael Hall - Tuesday 3rd March 2015
This fascinating talk was arranged at short notice when other commitments obliged
the advertised speaker, Victorian Society Chairman Hilary Grainger, to cancel her
visit. Michael Hall is a noted architectural historian and the author of several books
on Victorian architecture and the Gothic Revival, as well as being editor of ‘The
Victorian’. His latest book, George Frederick Bodley and the Later Gothic Revival in
Britain and America, lavishly illustrated with photographs by Geoff Brandwood,
should ensure that Bodley, often overshadowed by some of his more flamboyant
contemporaries, gets the recognition he deserves.
Any connection with Sir Thomas Bodley (1545-1613), founder of the eponymous
library at Oxford, is likely to be tenuous, but the architect liked to enlist Sir Thomas
as his ancestor, and Michael Hall opened his talk with a picture of GF Bodley’s
memorial in Holy Trinity, Prince Consort Road, Kensington, wittily designed by one
of his pupils in the Jacobean style.

Chapel of St Mary, Clumber (1886)

Although we have it on record that Bodley met Oscar Wilde in Florence in 1894, it is
hard to see such a confirmed Gothicist as a convert to the Aesthetic Movement, with
its sunflowers and lilies, although he had, of course, designed country houses in the
associated Queen Anne style. Michael Hall set out to demonstrate that some of
Bodley’s churches owed more to aestheticism than is at first apparent. In particular, his
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beautiful Chapel of the Virgin Mary, designed for the 7th Duke of Newcastle, in Clumber
Park, embodies many of the values of aestheticism. Bodley would state his belief that
English Gothic of the Middle Ages was like Greek work in its great refinement and great
delicacy. Michael Hall showed that the south transept, with its broad gable and bold,
flat buttresses could be seen almost as a classical portico. The plainness of some of
the elevations, enlivened with delicate touches of ornament, illustrate Bodley’s dictum
that an “architect’s india-rubber is more important than his pencil”, but may come as a
surprise to those who know this superb Gothic-revival building but think mainly of its
sumptuous interior.
Despite having designed ‘Queen Anne’ style houses in the 1860s, Bodley was
essentially an ecclesiastical architect, closely associated with the Anglo-Catholic
wing of the Church of England. Michael Hall gave us a detailed examination of his
relationship to contemporary art and architecture, and his links with the
ecclesiologists and other influential movements in church design. There was much to
take in, but what lingers is the beauty of Bodley’s designs, brought out in Geoff
Brandwood’s stunning photography.
British Art Nouveau Tiles, Faience and Terracotta
A talk by Hans van Lemmen - Tuesday 14th April 2015
This fascinating and well-illustrated talk took us through the development and
manufacture of Victorian and Edwardian Art Nouveau tiles, together with their
designers, makers and the locations of notable surviving examples. (Terracotta is
essentially fired but unglazed clay, which as well as being used for tiles also lends
itself to three-dimensional work. Faience is glazed earthenware.)
Although Art Nouveau is primarily associated with Brussels and Paris, Professor van
Lemmen showed how in Britain the style developed out of the Arts and Crafts
Movement, and was also influenced by the Japanese prints and decorations
fashionable in the later 19th century, as well as by the Pre-Raphaelites and the
sinuous interlacings of Celtic art.
Various manufacturing techniques were described: the most labour intensive process
of tube lining involved applying outlines of liquid clay to the tile surface (in the same
way as cake icing is applied) to contain the different coloured glazes - a cheaper
alternative for bulk production was to press the tiles. Tiles could also be hand painted
prior to glazing, or cheaper transfers could be used for bulk production.
Many of the major manufacturers of tiles, as would be expected, were in the Potteries.
Leading names there included Minton, Hollins & Co. Also active, in other parts of the
country, were Burmantofts in Leeds, Pilkington near Manchester and Doulton in
Lambeth. Another centre of production was Shropshire, with Maw & Co at Brosley, and
Craven Dunnill Ltd, in Jackfield, Ironbridge, one of the few factories still making tiles by
hand. Closer to home, Mansfield Brothers operated in Church Gresley near Swadlincote.
Notable designers of tiles included Leon Victor Solon working with the Minton China
Works and Margaret Thompson who designed hospital tile panels for Doulton.
William J Neatby, also did distinctive work for Doulton, and his work can be seen at
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the Blackpool Winter Gardens of 1896, and also in Harrods’ Meat Hall, as well as
Leicester’s Turkey Cafe. The main subject matter of Art Nouveau tiles included
flowers, often highly stylised, birds, notably peacocks, and the idealised elegance of
the female form, usually with long flowing hair – anything, in fact, with the long
sensuous curves integral with the Art Nouveau aesthetic and the natural successor
to the Pre-Raphaelites.
Applications of the tiles were legion: public baths, shops, public houses, hospitals and
schools – even churches. Domestic uses were typified, in a pre-bathroom age, by the
tiled walls of entrance porches and the cheeks of fireplaces. As well as being
decorative and hard wearing, the ease of keeping tiles clinically clean found great
favour in a time of increasing awareness of the need for cleanliness. Externally
Victorian architects made wide use of
terracotta and faience decoration.
The talk concluded with illustrations of
several locations where good tile work
can still be seen, ranging from domestic
porches in Hull, through pubs in
Liverpool and Rochdale, the Watts
Mortuary Chapel in Compton, Surrey,
the Victoria Baths in Manchester and
Norwich’s Royal Arcade. Two local
examples highlighted were the church of
St James the Greater on London Road
and the Turkey Café on Granby Street
(the subject of one of this summer’s
Society visits - see page 10).
Questions and answers and an
opportunity to handle a selection of tiles
rounded off a most interesting evening.

Above: Detail of an Art Nouveau
fireplace with a tube-lined tile panel
showing a peacock, possibly by Maw
& Co, c1905

Right: Detail of a tile panel in the Royal
Arcade in Norwich, designed by
William J Neatby for Doulton & Co
1898-1900
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Summer Visits Programme - 2015
The booking form (green sheet) is sent to members, but is also available online at
http://goo.gl/m6hJ5p

Thursday 11th June
Ratcliffe Road and Swallowcroft - walk led by Richard Gill and Neil Crutchley
This visit was advertised in the previous newsletter. There may still be places
available - anyone interested should contact Grahame Lees immediately.

Tuesday 7th July
Evening visit to the Turkey Cafe and Hare Krishna Centre (formerly HSBC)
Granby Street
We will have an opportunity to visit the Turkey café, now leased by two architectural
students, and see some parts that are not normally accessible to the public. We will
also visit the former HSBC Bank, by Goddard (1972-74), now owned by the
International Society for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON). We will have a short talk
on both buildings, and a chance to see original Goddard drawings for the Bank
Cost: £5.00
Meet at 7.00 pm corner of Bishop Street and Granby Street
Closing date for bookings 26th June (see green sheet)

Tuesday 11th August
Evening walk around Manor Road area - led by Richard Gill and Neil
Crutchley
No suburban development in the immediate environs of Leicester reflects the city’s
wealth in the first half of the 20th century more than the area that surrounds the
Leicester University Botanic Gardens: Glebe Road, Manor Road, Knighton Grange
Road and Stoughton Drive South. In fact Manor Road was reputed to be one of (if not
the) wealthiest road in Europe in the 1920s. Many of the houses form ‘mini estates’
and were designed by Leicester’s leading architects for wealthy industrialists whose
names still resonate and include Goddard, Pickard, Brice, Fox, Winterton, Ellis,
Stibbe and Lorrimer. Today, most of these large houses are owned by the University
of Leicester, which has, in the main, proved a good custodian of a remarkable
collection of distinctive, high quality properties.
The walk, which begins at 7pm, will combine the architectural and social history of the
houses and examine the way in which the original estate and farm land was divided
and sold for building.
Cost: £5.00
Meet at 7.00 pm at the Glebe Road entrance to the Botanic Gardens.
Closing date for bookings 31st July (see green sheet)
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Tuesday 22nd September
Roman Catholic Harborough - an afternoon visit by private car to two
contrasting Gothic Revival churches in Harborough district
St Mary’s Church in Husbands Bosworth (GR Blount 1873-74) is hidden in the grounds
of Bosworth Hall Park. Its rugged stone exterior belies an intimate and lavishly decorated
interior, little changed since Victorian times. There are wall paintings by Romaine Walker
and glass by Hardman. Whilst at Bosworth Hall, we are also invited to look round the
kitchen garden and to view the exterior of the (pre-Victorian) Hall.
In contrast, Our Lady of Victories Church in Market Harborough (CG Wray 1876-77) is a
prominent town church built in red brick with stone banding and boasting an interesting brick
spire. Several enlargements – from PP Pugin’s of 1898 to the latest scheme of 2005 – have
produced an intriguing exterior. Inside, there are notable continental windows of c1900 and
a set of “exceptional” stations of the cross from 1897 by De Beale of Ghent.
Participants need to provide their own transport for this excursion although Paul
Griffiths will try to arrange lifts from Glebe Road for those without cars. If you would
like a lift, please ring Paul on 0116 270 2121 before Friday 18th September.
Cost: £6.00
Meet at 1.30 pm at St Mary’s Church in Bosworth Hall Park at Husbands Bosworth
Closing date for bookings 11th September (see green sheet)
Directions:
From Leicester, take the A5199 through Wigston to Husbands Bosworth. At the T
junction with the A4304 in Husbands Bosworth, turn left. Pass the parish church on
the left hand side and, almost immediately, turn right into Bosworth Hall grounds.
Follow signs to the car park alongside the Church. Directions from here to Market
Harborough, a distance of 6 miles, will be available on the day.
Please note that our visits may present a variety of hazards including uneven surfaces and stairs, low head
heights, low lighting and building or demolition works. There may be stairs or uneven surfaces which cannot
be avoided, and long periods of walking or standing. Should you have any questions about your ability to
participate in an event, please contact us. Children under 18 must be accompanied by an adult. Participants
are reminded that they participate in events at their own risk, and neither the Society nor its officers or
servants accept any liability of any kind whatsoever, howsoever arising. The Victorian Society reserves
the right to cancel, alter or postpone events if necessary.
Cancellations: No refunds will be given for cancellations for events costing £10 or less, but as a courtesy
to others we ask that you let us know if you cannot attend an event for which you have booked.
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See overleaf for details of our Autumn Lecture Series
All lectures take place, unless otherwise stated, in the Small Hall (Room 3) of
The Leicester Adult Education College, Wellington Street, Leicester at 7.30 pm.
Our meetings are open to all, but we ask all attendees, whether or not they are
members, to register in order to comply with Fire Regulations, and to make
a contribution of £2.50 per person
towards the costs of room hire and other expenses.
11

Lecture Programme - Autumn 2015
Tuesday 6th October 2015

Richard Norman Shaw
Andrew Saint
Richard Norman Shaw was one of the most distinctive and influential architects of the
later 19th century. His early career is characterised by a series of romantic, tile-hung
and half-timbered country houses in the ‘Old English’ style, which he and his friend
(and sometime partner) William Eden Nesfield invented in the early 1860s, including
Cragside in Northumberland. At the same time, Shaw was one of the first to seize
upon the Queen Anne style as the proper solution for town houses. Although he built
nothing in Leicester or Leicestershire, his influence, through publication of his designs
in the architectural press, was widespread, and large areas of Leicester only look the
way they do because local architects emulated his distinctive style.
Andrew Saint is the General Editor of the magisterial Survey of London. He taught
for 11 years in the Department of Architecture at the University of Cambridge, and is
the author of the definitive biography of Richard Norman Shaw (1976), and also
Architect and Engineer: a Study in Sibling Rivalry and The Image of the Architect.
Tuesday 3rd November 2015

Joseph Carey Merrick, Leicester's Elephant Man
Peter Cousins
The story of a hectic search by genealogists for descendants of Joseph’s
grandparents, aunts and uncles in order to carry out a DNA study into his deformities,
followed by a viewing of part of a TV documentary about the search.
Peter Cousins is Chairman of the Leicestershire and Rutland Family History Society
Tuesday 1st December 2015

Joseph Paxton, the busiest man in England
Danny Wells
Gardener, hydraulic engineer, architect of the Crystal Palace and of Mentmore
Towers, Director of the Midland Railway, magazine publisher and Member of
Parliament for Coventry - there seemed to be nothing that Paxton could not turn his
hand to, and usually with stunning success.
‘Ask Paxton’ was the advice given to anyone in any kind of difficulty following his
remarkable design of the Crystal Palace for the 1851 Great Exhibition in Hyde Park.
But there is a lot more to the man described by Charles Dickens as a workaholic
‘whose very leisure would kill a man of leisure with its hard work’. Come and hear
more about his incredible life.
Danny Wells is a freelance lecturer, specialising in celebrating the history of Victorian
and early 20th century Britain.
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