The national charity campaigning for the
Victorian and Edwardian historic environment

SPRING 2013

Leicester Station alterations - a re-appraisal
The changes to Leicester Railway Station may not have turned out quite as badly
as we feared (Newsletter Autumn/Winter 2012). Now that the scheme is almost
finished we can see that there are a number of advantages, as well as some
disappointments.
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“No Entry” signs still feature on the “IN” arch, but other alterations
have improved circulation for vehicles and pedestrians.

The Station porte-cochère is listed Grade II, so the effect of the changes on the
character of the building is important. The movement pattern inside the building was
changed significantly by the alterations in the 1990s resulting in no through
passage for vehicles. The original ‘IN’ and ‘OUT’ plaques over the arches no longer
reflected the reality of vehicle movement.
The big advantage of the recent changes is that the messy mixture of pedestrians
and traffic at the northern (City) end of the porte-cochère has been resolved. There
is now a wide pedestrian entrance/exit on London Road, so arriving passengers
can hurry for their buses safely. The pedestrian piazza, separated from cars and
taxis, is a huge improvement for passengers arriving or leaving on foot or by bus.
Access for wheelchair users has also been improved.
Continued …
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Leicester Station - continued …
At the southern end of the building, waiting taxis have been moved to Conduit
Street. The covered space is no longer used as a taxi park as it has been,
inefficiently, since the 1990s changes. Taxi movements have been rationalised and
waiting for private cars has been moved to the south end of the building.

There is a lot of stainless steel
and glass, but an improved
experience
for
passengers
arriving or leaving on foot.

So what are the disadvantages? I have not counted every paving slab or granite
sett, but some of the original materials retained in the 1990s seem to have been
removed. The large areas of reconstituted stone paving look garish at the moment
and may not weather as well as natural materials might. Shop units shown on the
promotional graphics have not yet appeared so there are areas of unused space
within the pedestrian zone of the porte-cochère. And, yes, waiting private motorists
have to accept one of the irritating realities of 21st century life and pay a small
charge.
But historic buildings often have to change to survive and overall the changes to the
station have made the building more comfortable and safer for the majority of its
users. As a regular user myself I can say that at 7 am on a winter’s morning
Leicester Station is a much more welcoming place.
Michael Taylor
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Review of the Year - 2012
The following reports were presented at the Leicester Group AGM, held on 5th February 2013

Chairman’s Report - Year Ended December 2012
Once again I am pleased to be able to say that the Group continues in a healthy
state both actively and financially. (Further information on our finances can be seen
in the Treasurer's report on page 6.)
We continue to liaise closely with the national Society, and here I should mention
the good relationship we enjoyed with the former Director, lan Dungavell, who has
now moved on to look after the Friends of Highgate Cemetery. He has been
succeeded by Chris Costelloe, previously one of the Society's Conservation
Advisers, and we hope to welcome him to Leicester in the not too distant future.
Locally we also co-operate with other conservation groups, in particular the
Leicestershire Industrial History Society, the Friends of Welford Road Cemetery
and the Civic Society. As briefly mentioned last year, the City Mayor, Sir Peter
Soulsby, has taken a very keen interest in Leicester's heritage and how best to
promote it. Amongst other things in the past year, he has strengthened the
Council's Conservation Team, and as part of his ongoing liaison with heritage
groups has established the "Heritage Partnership" which meets four times a year to
discuss matters of concern. I represent the Victorian Society at these meetings.
Throughout 2012 we have had a selection of talks on a wide variety of topics, and
during the so called summer months we organised a number of trips and guided
walks. I hope that you enjoyed these and, as usual, we would welcome any
feedback and suggestions for future speakers and visits.
Although outside the city boundary, may I say how pleasing it was to hear that
Ernest Gimson's Stoneywell Cottage in Ulverscroft has been acquired by the
National Trust. As you will be aware, our Group has long campaigned for greater
appreciation of Gimson's work and we are hoping that planned alterations to New
Walk Museum may permit the display of some of his furniture.
The Group could not function without the Committee, and I would like to thank all
its members: Eileen Chambers, Neil Crutchley, Cliff Dunkley, Peter Ellis, Carole
Face, Paul Griffiths, Marion Hare, Grahame Lees and Melissa Thompson. All have
indicated their willingness to continue, with the exception of Marion Hare, who after
many years service has expressed a wish to reduce her commitments, although we
are delighted that she will still act as Bookings Secretary for the time being.
Finally once again I must thank our Honorary President, Malcolm Elliott, for his
continuing help and advice. Malcolm has now decided to relinquish the position, but
l am pleased to announce that our Vice President, Richard Gill has agreed to take
over as President from Malcolm following this AGM.
Jon Goodall
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Buildings Sub-Committee Report - Year Ended December 2012
The economic climate continues to discourage significant new developments and it
is noticeable that a number of planning applications are simply to extend the time
limit for plans which have previously been granted planning permission. Student
accommodation continues to be a relatively thriving market, albeit that the Council
has insisted on the application of certain criteria to such proposals (for example that
they must be reasonably close to either of the two universities). It does not appear
that the demolition of the existing City Council tower blocks is likely to stimulate
demand for office space, since plans have been announced for many staff to be
moved into existing buildings in the city centre.
During the year, fires have affected two buildings in the city. The site of the former
All Saints Brewery, High Cross Street, has now been completely cleared after the
remaining buildings were declared unsafe. The former Donisthorpe Mill, off Bath
Lane, which is just outside our era, was set alight but fortunately damage was not
as bad as appearances suggest. The walls are still sound, and it is pleasing to note
that the Council subsequently purchased the building and also reinforced security.
Negotiations with developers are taking place.

Significant Areas of Activity or Concern
PLACES OF WORSHIP
St Saviour’s (George Gilbert Scott,
1875-77) This remains a major concern,
having been closed for several years.
There appears to be minimal interest
from developers.
St Barnabas (Goddard and Paget,
1884-86) right. This is up for sale and we
await developments.
St Paul’s, Kirby Road (Ordish and
Traylen, 1870-71) Plans had been put
forward for conversion into offices but
there is no sign of any progress on this.
St Peter’s Highfields (GE Street, 187274) This had been subject to some
internal alterations in the late 1970s.
There are now plans for further changes
and we have been involved in
discussions with the church. To our
pleasant surprise the latest proposals

St Barnabas - up for sale

4

would essentially restore the church to its original layout. Fund raising is the next
major hurdle.
Holy Trinity, Regent Road (Sydney Smirke, 1838, remodelled 1871-72 by
SS Teulon) Again we have been involved in discussions with the church over their
proposals for alterations to the interior. We are not over-happy with some of the
plans put forward.
OTHER BUILDINGS
Former Eastgates Coffee House (Edward Burgess, 1885) After having had
appropriate repairs carried out, it is disappointing to note that the shop was vacated
and still remains out of use.
Silver Arcade (Amos Hall, 1899) As reported in the last newsletter, this had
originally been planned to open prior to Christmas but work is still not complete.
Developers now indicate that Easter 2013 is the planned date for opening.
Makers Yard (Rutland Street) This is the name given by the Council to the
buildings which formed the basis of Leicester's first hosiery factory. Research on
this was undertaken by the late Joan Skinner. Having been purchased by the
Council, it is being converted into a series of start up units for small enterprises.
Former Great Central Railway Carriage Sheds, Upperton Road This is one of
the few remaining buildings of the Great Central in inner Leicester and had been
threatened with demolition. New plans have been submitted for conversion into a
mixture of retail and commercial units.
Former HSBC Bank, Granby Street (Joseph Goddard 1872-74) Having been
purchased by the International Society for Krishna Consciousness for conversion
into a place of worship and social centre, work is continuing. We are assured that
the spectacular former banking hall will remain largely unaltered.
We have also been involved on consultations regarding plans for the new
Cathedral Gardens and the proposed Jubilee Square at the top of High Street.
―――――

Jon Goodall continues to represent the Group on the City Council's Conservation
Advisory Panel.
Current members of the Buildings Sub-Committee are Jon Goodall, Peter Ellis,
Gwyn Jones, Janet and Richard Lawrence, Grahame Lees, Rowan Roenisch, Mike
Taylor and Melissa Thompson.
Thanks are expressed to Janet and Richard Lawrence for hosting the
Sub-Committee meetings.
Jon Goodall
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Treasurer’s Report - 2012
Copies of the Balance Sheet for 2012 were available at the AGM, showing an
operating surplus of £434 for the year.
Our most important source of income was from the trips and activities that were
organised during the summer months. These are vitally important to the survival of
the Group, and I hope we have put together a programme for 2013 which will prove
attractive to members. In 2012 only one of our trips, (to Liverpool) involved coach
travel. We are finding that guided walks and visits to places of interest within our
local area continue to be popular and the ever-increasing cost of coach travel
suggests that this may well be the pattern for the future. For these local visits, we
charge a nominal sum, normally £5 per head, and the expenses of the guide and
any donations to the sites visited are paid for from that income.
The only other significant source of income is the subscriptions paid by local
supporters to be on our mailing list, and we are grateful to them for their continued
support. We had a total of 42 mailing list subscribers at the end of 2012. It is sad to
report that the number of full members of the Victorian Society living in our area has
declined steadily, from over 90 at the end of 2006, to just 68 now. Strangely, this is
a far larger drop than has been seen in most other regions, where numbers
generally continue to rise, although not spectacularly.
At the moment, we lose money on every meeting that we hold. Our meeting room
costs us £53 each session, and this will no doubt rise again in September. Many of
our speakers are prepared to accept a very low fee, and we are very grateful to
them. We currently ask for a donation considerably less than most regional groups,
and we rarely raise enough at the door to cover the total cost. The committee has
decided that, from this autumn, we will ask for a donation of £2.50 per person. If we
can cover the cost of our normal meetings we can justify using our surplus to ‘push
the boat out’ for a special guest speaker from time to time. The endowment that we
were given a few years ago by Elizabeth Allison to fund a series of lectures in
memory of her late husband, Professor Brian Allison, has now been exhausted, but
we hope to continue having at least one major speaker each season.
Postage costs continue to rise, and we encourage members to take the newsletter
and other communications by e-mail. Our newsletter is not only sent to members
and local subscribers, but to other regional groups, the press, information centres
and libraries. We now send over 50 copies by e-mail, saving well over £300 per
year on printing and postage. The mailing list subscription has always been
primarily to cover the cost of printing and postage, but it also makes a valuable
contribution to the running costs of the Group. The renewal form now makes clear
that the subscription is optional for those who take the newsletter by e-mail – I am
very pleased to be able to report that so far no-one has refused to pay, and two
members have sent a donation of £10 rather than the requested £7. I think that says
something about the nature of the people who support the Victorian Society.
Peter Ellis
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A Leicestershire Victorian Alphabet

William Railton 1801 - 1877

ailton started his career as a pupil at the London office of architect and
surveyor William Inwood, where he developed a keen interest in ecclesiastical
architecture.
In the mid 1830s, Railton carried out commissions for Ambrose March Phillips, a
Leicestershire landowner. His father, Charles March Phillips of Garendon Park,
Loughborough, had given Ambrose one of the family’s other Leicestershire estates,
on which stood the ruins of the priory of Grace Dieu. At Grace Dieu, Railton was
commissioned to build a neo-Tudor manor house, complete with chapel.
Meanwhile, Ambrose Phillips bought a tract of land with borrowed money, to build
a monastery for Trappist monks. For the new monastery, named Mount St Bernard,
he designed a church with monastic buildings in neo-Tudor style. These buildings
were, however, soon replaced by a much more ambitious complex to designs by
Pugin.
For Charles March Phillips, Railton designed lodges and gatehouses for Garendon
Park. These survived the demolition of the main house which was in a poor state of
repair after use by the army during the Second World War.
Railton also designed two identical churches in Charnwood Forest, at Woodhouse
Eaves and Copt Oak; both were consecrated in September 1837. He went on to
design churches at nearby Groby in 1840 and at Thorpe Acre in 1845. Also in
Leicestershire, he designed Beaumanor
Hall for the Herrick family which was
completed in 1847. Despite being used by
the army during the Second World War as
a top secret signals unit, Beaumanor Hall
did not suffer the same fate as Garendon
Park. It is now well cared for by its owners,
Leicestershire County Council and used
mainly as a wedding venue and
conference centre. The grand entrance
hall, some reception rooms and the
staircase with its massive stained glass
heraldic window have survived intact, and
can be visited.

Nelson’s Column, illustration c1890
Histographica/London - A City Through Time

As well as at least six more churches
throughout the country, Railton produced
two standard designs for parsonages
when he was architect to the Ecclesiastical
Commissioners. At Ripon he designed a
palace for the Bishop and he also
remodelled Riseholme House for the
Bishop of Lincoln.
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Continued …

William Railton - continued …
In 1839 Railton won a competition to design a monument to Admiral Lord Nelson in
Trafalgar Square. His winning design - a simple Corinthian column topped with a
statue of Nelson - was constructed between 1839 and 1842. The lions at the base,
although part of the original plan, were not added until 1867. Thousands of tourists
from this country and all over the world visit Trafalgar Square, admire and
photograph Nelson’s Column, the work of the modest and little known ecclesiastical
architect, William Railton.
Carole Face

Recent Leicester Group Activities
Student Pub Crawl and Walk around Victorian Leicester
Led by Geoff Brandwood and Rowan Roenisch - Tuesday 9th October 2012
This

event was arranged exclusively for
university students as an introduction to
the rich Victorian architectural heritage
of Leicester, although sadly few Victorian
pubs survive unaltered in the city. The
evening began in the Richard III pub
where, with fifteen eager students, we
were given access to the counter-less bar
on the first-floor. This rare surviving
feature, which resembled a heavy
Victorian dresser with beer pumps, was
located on the landing outside a large
function room, presumably allowing both
privacy yet proximity to refreshment. After
Geoff’s fascinating overview of the evolution
of public house architecture in the 19th
century, we moved on to the Shakespeare’s
Head, a little altered example of 1960s pub
style.

Now fully refreshed, we were expertly led
by Rowan on a perambulation which took in
such buildings
as the Town Hall (1873-6) by FJ Hames, the
first municipal building in Britain in the revived Queen Anne style; the Secular Hall
(1881) by Larner Sugden, the first purpose-built Secular Society hall in the country;
and the mid-19th century Maker’s Yard, which is the earliest known purpose-built
hosiery factory to survive. The evening ended in the Ale Wagon which, as Geoff
explained, retains evidence of a separate entrance formerly used as an off-licence.
We are extremely grateful to Geoff and Rowan for leading such a lively and
informative walk around the pubs and architectural highlights of Leicester; and we
welcome the students to all our future lectures and activities. Thanks are also due
to Melissa Thompson and Colin Hyde for organising this enjoyable event.
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A Much Sought After Location - The Houses of Leicester’s West End
A talk by Brian Johnson - Tuesday 2nd October 2012
Local historian Brian Johnson is justly well-known for his informative and
entertaining talks on a variety of subjects ranging from cinemas to prefabs. On this
occasion we were taken back to the days when Westcotes and the West End were
desirable and fashionable locations and the choice of many of the town’s wealthy
industrialists. Several of the grand houses from this period survive, providing
evidence of the area’s stylish past as you walk around today.
The area was opened up in the late
19th century with the break-up of two
large
estates:
Westcotes
and
Dannet’s Hall, and it soon became
attractive to a range of skilled artisans,
professionals
and
industrialists.
Ashleigh and Westleigh Roads,
Westcotes Drive, Hinckley Road and
Fosse Road South all contain superbly
detailed, substantial villas built for the
town’s
professional
classes.
Interspersed with these elegant
houses
were
even
grander
residences, such as West Leigh,
Archibald Turner’s Gothic mansion in
Ashleigh Road (demolished), William
Bates’ “estate” at St Mary’s Fields, off
Narborough Road, John Frears’ Art
Nouveau showpiece on Westcotes
Drive and Charles Bennion’s imposing
Dane Hill House on Hinckley Road.

West Leigh (dem) - from Leicester Mercury

As always with this speaker, the research was detailed and wide ranging and the
presentation clear and compelling. He has amassed a remarkable collection of
photographs, several of them dating back many years. It was fascinating to see the
interior of St Mary’s Fields in the days of Edwardian gracious living and to have a
glimpse of the huge Ashleigh House, home of the Gimsons, off Glenfield Road.
In recent years Leicester’s western suburbs have become popular with a different
section of the city’s population, but the attractive townscape remains and this
eye-opening talk brought it to life with skill and enthusiasm.
(We plan to have a guided walk round the Westcotes area, led by Richard Gill, on Thursday
20th June - see page 14)
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The Brian Allison Memorial Lecture – Mr Straw’s House, Worksop
A talk by Trevor Parr - Tuesday 6th November 2012
This fascinating house in Blyth Grove was brought vividly to life in a talk by Trevor
Parr. The bay-fronted, three-storey red-brick semi is like thousands of others built
for well-to-do Edwardian tradesmen and professionals, but unlike most others, it
has barely changed for nearly eighty years and presents a well-preserved example
of inter-war middle-class living.
The house was completely refurbished before the Straw family – William and
Florence and their sons William and Walter – moved there in 1923. It retains its dark
wallpapers with decorative Sanderson borders, grained doors and other woodwork,
unheated bathroom, carpets and lino. William Straw senior ran a thriving grocery
and seed business in Worksop. He was joined in the business by his younger son
Walter, whilst William junior left to be a teacher in London.
They lived a quiet, well-ordered life until 1932 when William senior died suddenly at
the age of 68. In their grief, the family decided nothing would be changed. A
calendar from the year 1932 hangs in the dining room, father’s pipe and tobacco
pouch are still kept beside the fireplace, and his hats and coats still hang in the hall.
William junior came home the year before his mother's death in 1939, and the two
brothers lived together in the house. They retained all the furniture and hoarded
possessions, and ignored modern conveniences such as central heating, the
telephone, and the advent of radio and television. When William died without an heir
in 1990, he bequeathed the house to the National Trust which has endeavoured to
keep the house exactly as it has always been.

Mr Straw’s House, Worksop
©National Trust/Geoffrey Frosh

10

Drawn Towards the Heathen – Victorian missionaries abroad
A talk by Cynthia Brown - Tuesday 4th December 2012
Cynthia Brown introduced the subject by outlining the origins of missionary
societies in the later 18th and early 19th centuries. The increase in their activities
in the Victorian period not only reflected the growth of the British Empire, but a
degree of rivalry between different religious denominations, alongside a mission to
rescue non-Christians or those with no faith – ‘the heathen’ – from the ‘error’ of their
ways. Family tradition, inspirational figures such as David Livingstone, and a spirit
of adventure were among the reasons why people became missionaries. “A
dangerous position was exhilarating” as one said, and many did not come back, but
the real danger was death from disease, a much greater risk than falling victim to
the cannibals of popular imagination!
Also discussed were the experiences of ‘missionary wives’, and the gradual
acceptance of single women as missionaries by the end of the 19th century, in line
with widening opportunities for middle class women in Britain. She also described
how missionary work was funded from Britain, and the occasional difficulties with
the governments of countries in which they operated. Many missionaries found it
difficult to make converts, but there were some clear successes: in India, for
example, where there were nearly four million Christians by 1911. Despite all the
difficulties they might face, their sense of mission was undoubtedly genuine. As one
missionary said, they were “drawn towards the heathen … [they are our] brothers
and sisters”.

Orson Wright, Champion of the People.
Lecture by Peter Cousins - Tuesday 8th January 2013
Orson Wright was the builder of South Wigston and much of Victorian Leicester.
Peter Cousins’ illustrated lecture took us from Orson's humble beginnings in
Dunton Bassett, through his building and business projects which ranged from
brickworks and ironworks to hotels.
South Wigston attracted businessmen who opened factories there because of
excellent rail links, so it became a popular place to work and live. Orson also found
time to serve as a Conservative councillor, was vice president of Leicestershire
County Cricket Club and a generous supporter of Leicester Fosse FC.
There were many glowing tributes on his death in 1913, local businesses closed for
the day and hundreds attended his funeral. His children presented two stained
glass windows to the church in memory of their parents. Orson would be pleased
to know that many of his fine, well built Victorian houses have evolved into beautiful
modernised homes, well suited to 21st century family living.
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St Andrew’s Church, Jarrom Street - Gilbert Scott’s Surprise
Talk by Paul Griffiths - Tuesday 5th February 2013
Paul sub-titled his talk “Gilbert Scott’s Surprise”, which was intriguing in itself. But
this lucid and fascinating presentation soon illustrated why the speaker had chosen
those words: St Andrew’s is surprising – in many ways!
Even taking into account
the fact that St Andrew’s
(1862) had to be designed
to a tight budget, the
resultant building was a
remarkable achievement in
that it combined a striking
yet
simple
external
appearance with a large
and decidedly impressive
polychromatic,
aisleless
interior, and was unlike
anything seen in Leicester
before this date.
St Andrew’s, Jarrom Street
Early photographs showed
that the semi-circular apse was once richly decorated. Unfortunately, changes in
taste and style meant that these pleasing embellishments were painted over in the
1950s and the chancel now has a comparatively utilitarian and rather bleak
appearance.

Through his many illustrations, Paul, who has written the church’s history, published
last year to celebrate its 150th anniversary, showed that as an ecclesiastical
building, St Andrew’s was not quite what you would expect from Gilbert Scott, and
he also put forward a very interesting and plausible theory as to how this may have
come about.
Scott was one of the greatest and most prolific architects of his day and attracted
many fine young pupils to his practice. He was in constant demand and could well
have entrusted the design of St Andrew’s to one of his more able acolytes. Again,
through his illustrations, Paul was able to show that the Leicester church was not
unique in Scott’s output; there are one or two others that bear a striking
resemblance to it and he suggested that these churches may well have been the
work of the same gifted pupil.
No one could have given us more insight into this remarkable church, which
continues its Christian witness in an area that has seen immense change. Sadly, of
Gilbert Scott’s four Leicester churches, St Andrew’s is the only one still open for
worship. St. Saviour’s is now abandoned, St Matthew’s has been demolished and
St. John the Divine has been converted into flats.
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Summer Visits - 2013
Wednesday 17th April
Evening visit to Clarendon Park Congregational
and Stoneygate Baptist churches
These two imposing churches, standing in the heart of Victorian Leicester’s most
fashionable suburb, were built with no expense spared and reflect the strong
influence of non-conformity on the Leicester of a century or more ago. They are
within a short walk of each other and both were the work of leading local architects.
Clarendon Park Congregational Church (1885-86) occupies a prominent site on
London Road, and its architect, James Tait, ensured that full advantage was taken
of its commanding position; its massive tower, faced with Mountsorrel granite is a
landmark in the area. Tait’s powerful yet stylish interior is well preserved, as is the
schoolroom beyond.
Quite different in style is the later Stonyegate Baptist Church. Set back from London
Road, its equally imposing façade, the work of Lawton Brown, projects Edwardian
grandeur, yet its slender-columned barrel-vaulted interior has great elegance and
a pleasing lightness of touch.
Cost: £5.00
Meet at the Baptist Church at 7.00 pm. (London Road, near Knighton Road Junction)
(Closing date for bookings - 30th March - see green sheet)

Thursday 16th May
Full day visit to Cheadle and Leek by coach
Our first stop is at Cheadle. Here we visit St Giles’ RC Church (1841-46), “Pugin’s
Gem”, one of the first and most sumptuous churches of the Gothic Revival.
We travel on to Leek, ‘capital’ of the Staffordshire Moorlands, for lunch. Much of the
town’s Victorian heritage remains
and its strong connections with
William Morris and the Arts &
Crafts Movement are clearly
evident. Our visit includes an
optional walking tour with a local
Blue Badge guide.
We gather again at All Saints’
Church, Compton (1885-87 by
Norman Shaw, with Burne-Jones
glass
and
Leek
School
embroidery) for tea and leave for
home at 4.00 pm.

All Saints’, Compton, Leek
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Cheadle & Leek - 16th May - Continued
NOTE There is an uphill walk of about half a mile to All Saints’
Cost: £24.00, to include morning and afternoon tea/coffee but not lunch
Departure from Glebe Road, Oadby (ONLY) at 9.30 am - return approx 6.00 pm
(Closing date for bookings Friday 20th April - see green sheet)

Thursday 20th June
Evening walk round the Westcotes area
Led by Richard Gill
Members who attended Brian Johnson’s talk last October (see page 9) will know
that the suburb of Westcotes in Leicester’s West End was developed relatively late
in the 19th century, when access over the river was improved and the two great
estates, Westcotes Hall and Dannet’s Hall were made available for building. By this
time Victorian Leicester was becoming a prosperous industrial town and many of
the roads in Westcotes reflect this wealth. Large well-built homes with attractive
detailing in wood, plaster and stained glass, and terraces of gabled villas with
coach-drives and spacious gardens, characterise the townscape of a suburb that
became an alternative to Stoneygate for the town’s professional and manufacturing
classes.
Cost: £5.00
Meet 7.00 pm at corner of Westleigh Road and Fosse Road South
(Closing date for bookings - Friday 31st May - see green sheet)

Other visits planned - details in the next Newsletter
July (tbc):
13th August (tbc):
3rd September:

Visit to Mount St Bernard Abbey
Evening visit to Western Park, led by Richard Gill
Afternoon visit to Houses in Leicester Botanic Gardens,
led by Rowan Roenisch

St Peter’s, Highfields - appeal for information
St Peter's Church in Highfields (G E Street 1874 and 1879) has ambitious plans to
renovate the Church and develop its facilities for local people.
As part of the project, Paul Griffiths has been asked to write a history of the Church
and its community. If you have any information or memories to share, Paul would
be pleased to hear from you. He can be contacted at pgriffiths999@gmail.com or
on 0116 270 2121.
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General notes about visits
Please note that our visits may present a variety of hazards including uneven surfaces and
stairs, low head heights, low lighting and building or demolition works. There may be stairs
or uneven surfaces which cannot be avoided, and long periods of walking or standing.
Should you have any questions about your ability to participate in an event, please contact
us. Children under 18 must be accompanied by an adult. Participants are reminded that
they participate in events at their own risk, and neither the Society nor its officers or servants
accept any liability of any kind whatsoever, howsoever arising. The Victorian Society
reserves the right to cancel, alter or postpone events if necessary.
Cancellations: No refunds will be given for cancellations for events costing £10 or less, but
as a courtesy to others we ask that you let us know if you cannot attend an event for which
you have booked. In other cases, cancellations will be accepted and fees returned up to a
month before the date of the event, but will be subject to a £10 deduction per ticket for
administrative costs. Separate arrangements may apply for weekend visits and foreign tours
and terms will be clearly stated on the printed details in each case.
All our activities, including visits, are open to all subject to space limitations.
Our booking form “green sheet” is only sent to members living in Leicestershire.
If you do not receive a booking form, but wish to participate in a bookable activity, the form
can be downloaded as a PDF from our website (see below) or booking enquiries can be
made direct to Mrs Marion Hare .

May we have your e-mail address?
Sending our Newsletter and notification of events electronically is
convenient, green and saves the Victorian Society postage.
The Leicester Group Newsletter is available in PDF Format, which can be read on
any computer with Adobe Acrobat Reader (available as a free download).
If you would be happy to receive the Newsletter as a PDF file please contact
Peter Ellis ( ellisdesign@talktalk.net ) with your e-mail address.
E-mail also allows us to send details of events that may be arranged at short notice.
The views expressed in this newsletter are those of the contributors and do not necessarily
represent those of the Editor or of The Victorian Society.
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Spring 2013 Lecture Series
Tuesday 5th March

Arthur Wakerley, Churchman, Architect,
Philanthropist and Politician
Neil Crutchley
Arthur Wakerley had a tremendous influence on late Victorian and Edwardian
Leicester. He was an astute politician, a talented architect and also a devout
churchman and local preacher. He left his mark on the city in many different ways
and his legacy lives on into the 21st century.

Tuesday 9th April 2013

The Architecture of Sir Ernest George
Professor Hilary J Grainger, BA(Hons) PhD FRSA
Sir Ernest George (1839–1922) was not only one of the most successful and prolific
of late Victorian architects, but was also an etcher and watercolourist of great
distinction. His work in partnership with Thomas Vaughan, Harold A Peto and Alfred
B Yeates encompassed country houses, town houses, six churches, and some
significant public works including Golders Green Crematorium and the Royal
Academy of Music. Over 80 assistants and pupils, including Edwin Lutyens, Herbert
Baker and E Guy Dawber, passed through George’s office and his influence on the
following generation was significant. This lecture examines the range of George’s
work.
Professor Hilary J Grainger is Dean of the London College of Fashion, University of
the Arts, London, having taught history of architecture and design for over thirty
years at various universities. She is a leading authority on George and also on the
architecture of British crematoria. Her book Death Redesigned: British Crematoria,
History, Architecture and Landscape was published in 2005 and her monograph,
The Architecture of Sir Ernest George was published by Spire Books Ltd in 2011
and has been widely acclaimed.
Hilary is Chair of The Victorian Society and a Council Member and Trustee of
The Cremation Society of Great Britain.

All lectures take place, unless otherwise stated, in the Small Hall (Room 3) of
The Leicester Adult Education College, Wellington Street, Leicester at 7.30 pm.
Our meetings are open to all, but we ask all attendees, whether or not they are
members, to register in order to comply with Fire Regulations, and to make
a contribution of £2 per person
towards the costs of room hire and other expenses.
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