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buildings of architectural and historic interest. Built 150 years ago, it is described by
Historic England as an architecturally distinguished example of the Italian palazzo
style factory, characterised by a different architectural treatment on each floor in
which a variety of materials and motifs are used to create a finely detailed
polychromatic façade. Additionally, it has a well-preserved, legible plan form
consisting of the impressive frontage with parallel ranges around an open courtyard
at the rear, windowed on all elevations to allow in as much natural light as possible,
consistent with the nature of the work carried out.
Originally built for John W Rowles, a shoe manufacturer who bought the land in 1866,
it was later occupied by two separate boot and shoe manufacturers, GP Simons and
John Rawson. Latterly, after a short period of use as a warehouse by the Leicester
Mercury, the building was occupied by WN Gutteridge, a haberdashery company
specialising in buttons, who bought it in 1964. Earlier this year Gutteridges transferred
their production to a new site, and vacated the Wellington Street building.
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The Leicester Group’s application for listing of the former shoe factory at 11-13
Wellington Street has been successful. It has recently been added to the register of
buildings of architectural and historic interest. Built 150 years ago, it is described by
Historic England as an architecturally distinguished example of the Italian palazzo
style factory, characterised by a different architectural treatment on each floor in
which a variety of materials and motifs are used to create a finely detailed
polychromatic façade. Additionally, it has a well-preserved, legible plan form
consisting of the impressive frontage with parallel ranges around an open courtyard
at the rear, windowed on all elevations to allow in as much natural light as possible,
consistent with the nature of the work carried out.
Originally built for John W Rowles, a shoe manufacturer who bought the land in 1866,
it was later occupied by two separate boot and shoe manufacturers, GP Simons and
John Rawson. Latterly, after a short period of use as a warehouse by the Leicester
Mercury, the building was occupied by WN Gutteridge, a haberdashery company
specialising in buttons, who bought it in 1964. Earlier this year Gutteridges transferred
their production to a new site, and vacated the Wellington Street building.

In giving the building Grade II listed status, Historic England stressed the ornate
nature of the three-storey symmetrical façade of ten bays in the Ruskinian Italian
Gothic style, which became popular around this time for warehouses and light
industrial buildings. The arched openings on the ground floor are divided by attached
columns on square stone plinths, with highly ornate foliate capitals, although the
delicate detail of these has been obscured by layers of paint. The upper floors are
characterised by the imaginative combination of brick and terracotta to create a rich
impression from fairly simple elements.

Chairmen’s Report
The summer months have proved a busy time for the society. In May a number of
members met at the Turkey Café to
present a cheque to proprietor Ryan
Biddles to help towards the excellent
restoration work he is undertaking in
order to make Arthur Wakerley’s
landmark building the showpiece it
should be. Our president, Richard Gill
made the presentation.

Richard Gill and Ryan Biddles at the Turkey Café
presentation in May

The summer outings have been varied
and well attended and all were blessed
with good weather. May’s coach trip to
Stoke-on-Trent was a revelation and in
June the evening walk around Birstall,
which ended with a buffet supper at
the White Horse, was enjoyable as
well as convivial. The same could be
said of July’s delightful walk around
Evington led by Chris Hossack and
members of the Evington Local History
Society. In August we spent a
gloriously sunny afternoon in Welford
Road Cemetery where we were given
an informative and entertaining guided
tour. The outings ended in September
with a large and enthusiastic turn-out
for a memorable evening visit to the
National Gas Museum in Aylestone
Road.

September was also the month when we heard that our application to obtain listing
status for the handsome Italianate factory at 11-13 Wellington Street had been
successful. Historic England (formerly English Heritage) agreed with our view that this
striking building was worth preserving for future generations.
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The first of the autumn series of lectures following our move to Bishop Street
Methodist Church in the Town Hall Square was given by Elizabeth Blood. Her subject
was Lutyens in Leicester, concentrating on the city’s War Memorial and associated
buildings. The new venue gives us more space - and time. As we are not subject to
“caretaker’s hours”, we do not have to vacate the premises by 9 pm, so we can be a
little more relaxed about our finishing time. The bookstall is proving very popular and
we hope to widen the scope of what’s on offer at meetings, possibility introducing
photographic displays and even (volunteers willing) refreshments.
Peter Ellis continues to represent the society on the City’s Conservation Advisory
Panel. Peter attended the Regional Groups’ Conference in Liverpool in June,
learning, perhaps reassuringly, that Leicester’s problems of declining membership,
difficulty in engaging with local universities, and the rising costs of room hire and
coach travel are shared by other regional groups. Peter also attended the national
Society’s AGM in Manchester. Neil Crutchley is our representative on the Mayor’s
Heritage Partnership. Long-standing member, Grahame Lees, is now our voice on
the Diocesan Advisory Committee.
We are continuing to develop a closer working relationship with the Leicester Civic
Society and have recently issued a joint statement deploring the proposed new café
building in the garden area of the AgeUK building in Humberstone Gate.
Neil Crutchley and Peter Ellis
Acting Joint Chairmen

Buildings Sub Committee Report
Shahista House, Orton Square (Harding & Topott c1900)
This attractive Grade II listed building in the Edwardian Baroque style occupies a
prominent site at the corner of St George’s churchyard, facing the Curve Theatre and
the former Odeon. It has been in a very poor state for many years, and various
proposals have been put forward for its refurbishment, but the latest scheme, for a mix
of
retail
and
residential
units,
looks to have some
chance of success.
The interior has been
altered substantially
over the years, but
the facade will be
cleaned and restored.
We look forward to
progress
on
this
welcome scheme.

Shahista House,
Orton Square
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2 Yeoman Street - former factory/warehouse building
A proposal was submitted to change the use of this building to residential
accommodation. It involved slicing off the roof and some of the upper windows, and
adding a further three storeys to the existing five. The building lies directly behind the
Secular Hall on Humberstone Gate, and it was felt that the increase in height would
have an insensitive and overbearing effect on the Secular Hall. The application was
refused by the Council Planning Committee.
Clarence House (AgeUK), 46 Humberstone Gate (Edward Burgess 1877-78)
Originally Wyggeston Girls’ School, and later the City Boys’ School, Clarence House
occupies a prominent position on Humberstone Gate and is enhanced by a small
garden forecourt. The current owners, AgeUK, have applied to build a modernist
coloured glass box on the garden to house a café and shop, largely blocking the view
of this listed building from the street. We are very concerned about this proposal which
we feel would have a detrimental effect on the setting of one of Leicester’s most
distinctive Victorian buildings.

Clarence House, Humberstone Gate

Victorian Society on-line Newsletter
Members of the Victorian Society already receive The Victorian several times a year.
The Society also publishes an on-line newsletter which is available to anyone who
requests it. This is a good way to find out about national campaigns, news and other
activities of the Society. Simply go to: https://goo.gl/jJO3WX to sign up for your free
copy. If you are already a full member, make sure the Society has your e-mail address
so that you receive the newsletter and other information automatically - simply e-mail
Richard Seedhouse - admin@victoriansociety.org.uk - quoting your membership
number (on the label of this newsletter or The Victorian) to update your details.
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Victoria Coffee House - by Malcolm Elliott
An occasional series in which members talk about their favourite buildings in the area

Choosing one particular building is a bit like naming your favourite film or piece of
music. Just how do you decide what to choose? What is it that attracts us to a
building? Is it the style and location or its particular associations, where you were born
or fell in love?
For me, it’s got to be the Victoria Coffee House on Granby Street. Now home to a
Greek restaurant, it was built in 1887, the year of the Golden Jubilee, and opened the
following year. It still dominates the skyline with its conical roof, surmounted by a
weathervane. It is in a sturdy renaissance style with columns, caryatids and cupolas
with big, bold windows taking up most of the surface area. It’s an architectural prima
donna, demanding to be noticed.
I’m drawn to the building as much for its associations as for its appearance. Designed
by Edward Burgess for the Leicester Coffee and Cocoa House Company, it was their
finest establishment, only rivaled by the East Gates Coffee House, opened three
years earlier. There were 13
establishments in all, in various
parts of the town, catering for
working men and women. These
two were frequented by wealthier
clients, doctors, lawyers and their
wives who wanted somewhere
free from the taint of alcohol.
The coffee houses sold good
wholesome food and drink at
reasonable prices and it was said
that you might take your own
sandwiches, use the cruet and
have a glass of water and use the
billiard tables without spending
anything at all. Added to this, there
was usually a ladies’ room where
women could retire without risking
the unwanted attention of men
folk.
So my vote goes to the Victoria
Coffee House as
a striking
example of the work of Edward
Burgess and a reminder of
Victorian practical philanthropy at
its best.
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Recent Leicester Group Activities
Victorian Birstall Walk
Evening walk - Tuesday 7th June
On a fine evening, Neil Crutchley began by talking about the wealthy landowning
families of Victorian Birstall. We owe the former Reading Room by Joseph Goddard,
and the former Village School by William Millican, to the generosity of Mr William
Walker. His stylish home, The Holt, was also designed by Goddard, and has recently
been sympathetically converted to apartments.
The Elms, the fine house designed by Stockdale Harrison for Miss While, another
wealthy landowner, was demolished in the 1950s. We were able to see a photograph
of it, and hear about the Whiles family, and how recent visitors from America told of
the death of the last male Whiles family member. We also heard about the reputed
‘Birstall Lighthouse’, which was probably a light shone from a round window in the
gable of their old farmhouse in Whiles Lane.
Before World War II land from the Paget, Walker and Whiles estates was sold for
house building, changing the face of Birstall forever. Their names are commemorated
by road names in the village.
After looking at Victorian alterations to the church and more Victorian buildings in
Front Street, we made our way to White Horse Lane. At The White Horse Inn, by the
picturesque banks of the River Soar, we ended an enjoyable evening with a buffet
supper, and looked at books on old Birstall.
Evington walk
Evening walk - Tuesday 5th July
This pleasant and informative evening walk, guided by Chris Hossack and members
of the Evington Local History Society, began at Evington Park House, built in 1836 for
John Burnaby. During 1914-18 war it was used as a VAD hospital, and was
subsequently the home of the Pochin family. The house was bought by the City
Council in 1947, and forms the centrepiece of Evington Park. After passing The
Cedars on Main Street, another grand house of the 1830s, now a pub and restaurant,
we visited the tiny Gothic Chapel of 1837. Built by three Evington men who had gone
to London ‘to make their fortunes’ as silversmiths, it was originally run under the
Countess of Huntington’s Connexion, but has been a Baptist Chapel for many years.
The organ is reputed to have been bought from one of the royal palaces, and to have
been played by Prince Albert and Felix Mendelssohn.
Although Evington is now very much a suburb of greater Leicester, it had a long
history before being absorbed by the city. Nowhere is this clearer than at the fine
parish church of St Denys, dating mainly from the late 13th century, but spanning the
transition from ‘Dec’ to ‘Perp’ as the building campaign continued into the next
century. Of particular interest to us was the chancel and organ chamber of 1867, by
H Goddard & Son. Some years later, in 1884, the same firm, by then Goddard &
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Paget, carried out a thorough but sympathetic restoration of the whole church,
including the removal of plaster to reveal the attractive stonework of the internal walls.
Another reminder of Evington’s past is the so-called ‘Piggy’s Hollow’, in reality the
surviving earthworks and moat of a long-vanished medieval manor house. Our guide
regaled us with some of the scabrous legends associated with this feature as we
walked back to Evington Park House to enjoy the hospitality of the Local History
Society and a display of photographs and documents.
Welford Road Cemetery
Afternoon visit - Tuesday 23rd August
Opened in 1849, Welford Road Cemetery was a much needed addition to Leicester’s
burial grounds. Previously interments had taken place in one of the seven churchyards
or the 17 chapel burial grounds in the town. The reformed Borough Council (1836)
obtained an Act of Parliament based on ‘The Coventry Bill’ which allowed dissenters
to be buried, provided associated ceremonies were “respectful and orderly”. Joseph
Paxton, who had designed the Coventry Cemetery, was invited to prepare plans for
Leicester, but his terms were unacceptable to the Council, and the work was put out
to a competition which was won by JR Hamilton and JM Medland.

The new cemetery was officially opened on 19th June 1849, and the two Gothic
revival chapels were completed the following year. The cemetery was designed to
provide a garden-like environment, which could act as a place of leisure. A visit to the
local cemetery and a stroll among the graves was a popular Sunday pastime for
Victorian families, but in the 20th century such usage declined and the cemetery
became neglected and overgrown. Both the chapels and the main lodge were
declared ‘unsafe’ in 1958, and demolished.
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A Conservation evaluation in 1998 found that the cemetery formed one of the most
important wildlife sites in the city, and the following year the Friends of Welford
Road was founded to encourage people to enjoy this attractive historic space, and
to help visitors to research their family histories.
Our visit took place on a beautiful sunny afternoon, and we were able to appreciate
the park-like surroundings and admire the ingenuity and fervour with which the
Victorians commemorated their dead. Many of Leicester’s famous names can be
found among the memorials and gravestones – Thomas Cook the temperance
campaigner and travel agent, John Flower the Leicester artist, the Faire Brothers of
Alexandra House, bootlace manufacturers, and local architects including Arthur
Wakerley and Joseph Goddard.
Evening visit to the National Gas Museum, Aylestone Road
Tuesday 6th September
On a very warm and sticky evening 25 of us arrived for our visit to a little known
museum wondering what we would see. The Gas Museum certainly opened our
eyes, so much more than we expected and was very interesting. Our guide Janet
gave us much information and history of the gas industry.
The museum was originally the gatehouse to the Leicester Gas works on Aylestone
Road and was built in 1878. Gas was manufactured on this site until the 1970s
when natural gas was introduced. The cottages that are still nearby and many more
that have long been demolished were built for the stokers who worked seven days
of 12 hours with one day off a month and were paid 5 to 6 shillings a week. When
less light was needed in the summer they were apparently laid off for months with
no pay. This was an extremely hard job in arduous conditions of heat and dust from
the ovens, known as 'retorts' where the coal was cooked and the gas extracted.
Nothing was wasted and the coke that remained was sold to the public for their fires
at home.
William Murdock, a Scottish engineer working in Cornwall for Boulton & Watt, is
credited with the introduction of gas lighting when, in 1792 he made gas in his back
yard and piped it into his house for lighting. Thus began an industry that lasted until
the discovery of natural gas under the North Sea. In 1807 Frederick Winsor
demonstrated the use of gas to light streets by illuminating Pall Mall in London and
by 1815 over 30 miles of gas mains had been laid in the capital from a gas works
in Westminster. A great deal of ingenuity and development went on over the years
to perfect various gas appliances. Problems with fumes and overheating had to be
overcome to develop a range of labour saving gadgets including cookers, washing
machines, irons, dishwashers and fires as well as lighting. Hair dryers and radios
were experimented with but with limited success! The museum has a 1921 kitchen
on display where many of the items brought back memories.
Unfortunately lack of funding has led to a reduction in hours, and this nationally
important museum is now only open just three days each week.
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Lutyens in Leicester: The Victoria Park War Memorial
A talk by Elizabeth Blood – Tuesday 4th October
In May 1919 a committee was formed in Leicester to raise funds, and to oversee the
building of a suitable permanent War Memorial to commemorate the 12,000 local
men and women who lost their lives during the Great War.
Many sites were considered including Town Hall Square, where the temporary
memorial by Samuel Perkins Pick was situated. Victoria Park was finally chosen, with
its excellent situation on high ground and, at that time, with clear views out to the
Charnwood hills.
Raising funds for the memorial proceeded slowly. Throughout the war, the people of
Leicester had raised money and worked tirelessly to help wounded soldiers and their
families, so by 1920 some had mixed feelings about more expense for a war memorial.
Lutyens was one of three architects who submitted designs, and his triumphal arch,
inspired by Roman precedents, was chosen by the committee. By 1922 the funds to
cover the cost of £25,000 were still not in place, but members of the committee stood
as guarantors for a bank loan, and work commenced in 1923. Lutyens was paid
£1,685 for his work.
The monument was built in brick with Portland stone facings. Lutyens did not put
religious iconography on his memorial, but created a landmark of monumental quality,
appropriate for the sacrifice made, reflecting the views of the people of Leicester. The
Leicester arch closely resembles the monumental India
Gate in New Delhi, which was being built at the same time.
Although the Leicester memorial is almost exactly half the
size of the India Gate, it is a mark of Lutyens’ genius, that
both look entirely appropriate to their situation.
The memorial was unveiled in the presence of the
architect on 4th July 1925, by widows Mrs Elizabeth Butler
and Mrs Annie Glover, who between them had lost seven
sons as well as nephews and a brother-in-law in the
conflict. The names of the fallen were not inscribed on the
memorial, but were entered into a Book of Remembrance.
The gate pillars, also designed by Lutyens, were added in
1931 followed by the lodges in 1935. The magnificent
wrought iron gates were presented by Sir Jonathan North
in memory of his wife.
The Victoria Park War Memorial has come to represent to
the people of Leicester a stark but beautiful reminder of the
fallen of both World Wars, and of the conflicts since 1945.
Many will come together in November to this revered
place, to reflect, to remember their relatives and all who
made the ultimate sacrifice.
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May Mensley (24th November 1919 – 23rd August 2016)
On the 2nd September, family and friends of May came together at St Mary’s Church,
Queniborough to give thanks for her life, with a very moving service. May had chosen
the hymns and readings, which were given by members of her family.
May was born in Whetstone, and after excelling in needlework at the village school,
she joined William Baker and Company, garment manufacturers. During the war
years, she trained as a nurse at the Leicester General Hospital, nursing until she
married and had three sons.
One of May’s many interests in life was Victoriana, and she became a member of The
Victorian Society in the 1980s. She served on the committee in various capacities,
helping to arrange visits and also keeping the Group’s archives. When we held
garden parties, she always volunteered to take charge of the catering.
May was an exquisite needlewoman and always elegantly dressed, with
complementing accessories. She made clothes and soft furnishings, but disapproved
of anything she saw as a short cut, such as using iron-on hemming tape for curtains,
and using pinking shears instead of double sewing seams. For years she held an
annual craft fair, making and selling craft items to raise funds for LOROS.
When May’s eyesight, hearing and health deteriorated, she went to live at The Lodge
in Thurnby. She was always pleased to see me when I visited, and enjoyed chatting
and listening to gossip as well as news of the Victorian Society. I visited her last on
the 11th August, and when I left, as always, she walked with me to the front door,
embraced me and thanked me for coming. Sadly, it was the last time I would see her.
We would like to acknowledge a generous donation given to the Leicester Group on
behalf of May by her family, in recognition of her interest in all things Victorian, and of the
pleasure she had derived from membership of the Leicester Group over many years. This
has already allowed us to acquire a projector and laptop for use at our new meeting venue.
Carole Face

Forthcoming events organised by the
Leicester Civic Society
Saturday 31st December: ‘Victorian Leicester at Christmas
Time’. Guided walk with Stuart Bailey, departing from the
Guildhall, 10.30 am. Cost £4.00.
Friday 27th January 2017: ‘Mid-Winter Meet Up’: Buffet
supper, Mini-Heritage Quiz and Surprise Film Show. 7.00 pm
at The Globe Inn, Silver Street. Cost to be confirmed.
Pre-booking is required for all activities and booking enquiries or requests for further
information should be directed to:
Stuart Bailey, 48 Meadow Avenue, Loughborough LE11 1JT 01509 266818 or 07899 708465.
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Meetings Programme - Winter 2016-17
All lectures take place in the Bishop Street Methodist Church
(Note new venue)
10a Bishop Street, Town Hall Square, Leicester LE1 6AF at 7.30 pm.
Our meetings are open to all, but we ask all attendees, whether or not they are members,
to register in order to comply with Fire Regulations, and to make
a contribution of £2.50 per person
towards the costs of room hire and other expenses.
Tuesday 6th December 2016 7.15 pm
(Note early start for our Christmas meeting)

John Flower ‘The Leicester Artist’, 1793-1861
Neil Finn
John Flower was a prolific artist, but only a tiny fraction of his work has ever been
published, with the remainder scattered among various public and private collections,
some of which remain uncatalogued. It is therefore difficult to appreciate fully how
much he achieved in his lifetime and how important this body of work is, both in terms
of its artistic value and as a historical resource. Flower was acutely conscious of the
gathering pace of urban change which resulted in the development of Leicester from
a compact market town into a sprawling industrial city. He was equally aware of the
importance of his own role in documenting for posterity the antiquities of his native
town and county before they were lost.
Neil Finn is an archaeologist and historic building surveyor who has worked in
Leicester and Leicestershire for over 25 years.
Research into the life and work of John Flower developed out of an interest in the
artist’s depictions of Leicester’s early buildings and street scenes, which offer an
unparalleled insight into the urban landscape at a pivotal point in its history, at the
opening of the Victorian age.
Tuesday 10th January 2017

The Quality of Leicester: a 20-year view
Michael Taylor
First published in 1993 and revised in 1997, The Quality of Leicester remains a
unique attempt to capture the essence of Leicester's architectural character in words
and pictures. In 2015 the speaker was commissioned to write a new book bringing
the project forward to the present. Michael will reflect on stability and change in a
dynamic city from the Millennium into the second decade of the 21st century.
Michael Taylor is a freelance practitioner and lecturer in conservation and planning in
the historic built environment. He has worked as senior building conservation officer
for Leicester City Council and as Historic Areas Adviser for English Heritage in the
West Midland region. Michael was the author of the 1993 and 1997 editions of the
Quality of Leicester.
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Meetings Programme - Winter 2016-17 - continued
Tuesday 7th February 2017
Leicester Group AGM followed by a talk on

The Ellis sisters of Belgrave Hall
Cynthia Brown
As well as their social, family and cultural activities, the Ellis sisters of Belgrave Hall
were actively involved in charitable, educational and political work. Leicester Group
Vice-President Cynthia Brown looks at the inspirational lives of these seven
remarkable sisters.
Tuesday 7th March 2017

The Evils of Architectural Competitions
Penelope Harris
The Evils of Architectural Competitions: a potential road to success fraught with
mismanagement, corruption and disappointment.
Win a competition and you’re made ... or not! Competitions were fundamental to the
Victorian way of life: they were fundamental to the development of the architectural
profession. However they were also the subject of widespread corruption. There was no
guarantee that winners would be given the contract, and many architects considered the
best outcome was to be placed second. Numerous articles in The Builder and endless
discussions at the RIBA as to how to improve the running of competitions all failed.
Selected high profile competitions will illustrate the difficulties architects had to face.
Tuesday 4th April 2017

The Gothic Revival in Staffordshire
Danny Wells
Pugin, Street, Bodley and Shaw were all major Victorian architects who left a rich
legacy of Gothic Revival church building between 1840-1890 in Staffordshire. The
focus of this talk is primarily in the Staffordshire Moorlands. What was the Gothic
Revival and why was the Staffordshire Moorlands prominent in its development?
u
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