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Arthur Wakerley (1862-1931)
With this issue of our Newsletter we reach the letter ‘W’ in our Leicestershire
Victorian Alphabet series. There is only one possible contender for inclusion under
this letter, and we are grateful to Neil Crutchley for this brief outline of the career
and remarkable achievements of Arthur Wakerley.
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W

akerley was an architect, visionary, philanthropist, politician,
businessman, landowner and Methodist local preacher who had
a strong social conscience and put his considerable talents to use
in helping those less fortunate than himself. Nearly 20 years ago
a local journalist wrote of Arthur Wakerley: “No one man has left
a greater impression on the face of Leicester”.
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to work for his father, but two years later he became articled to James Bird, a
well-known Leicester architect. Already showing an interest in local politics, at the
age of 19 Wakerley was elected as a local councillor.
By the time he was 22 Arthur Wakerley was in
business as an architect, working from a house at
the corner of Mere Road and Wood Hill in
Highfields. Two years later his office was in
Gallowtree Gate and later in the Market Place. After
his marriage to Bertha Gunn of the Lodge (now
South Lodge) Stoneygate, he lived in Highfield
Street where their first daughter, Gwendolen, was
born. In 1890 the family moved to London Road. By
1896 the successful Wakerley had taken on an
assistant, William Wells, and had purchased
Gedding Hall in Suffolk as a country retreat. This
was an imposing manor house surrounded by a
moat and set in 113 acres of land.
In 1897, aged 34, Arthur Wakerley (right) became
Leicester’s youngest ever Mayor.
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W

akerley was an architect, visionary, philanthropist, politician,
businessman, landowner and Methodist local preacher who had
a strong social conscience and put his considerable talents to use
in helping those less fortunate than himself. Nearly 20 years ago
a local journalist wrote of Arthur Wakerley: “No one man has left
a greater impression on the face of Leicester”.

Many of Leicester’s ‘old-style’ city fathers were wealthy men who gave time and
money to help the poor and needy, but Wakerley went a step further: he created an
environment that improved their quality of life.
Arthur Wakerley came from a well-established Leicestershire family. His father was
a successful brick and tile maker in Melton Mowbray. Arthur was born in 1862 and
was educated privately at Mr Griffey’s School in Melton. At the age of 14 he went
to work for his father, but two years later he became articled to James Bird, a
well-known Leicester architect. Already showing an interest in local politics, at the
age of 19 Wakerley was elected as a local councillor.
By the time he was 22 Arthur Wakerley was in
business as an architect, working from a house at
the corner of Mere Road and Wood Hill in
Highfields. Two years later his office was in
Gallowtree Gate and later in the Market Place. After
his marriage to Bertha Gunn of the Lodge (now
South Lodge) Stoneygate, he lived in Highfield
Street where their first daughter, Gwendolen, was
born. In 1890 the family moved to London Road. By
1896 the successful Wakerley had taken on an
assistant, William Wells, and had purchased
Gedding Hall in Suffolk as a country retreat. This
was an imposing manor house surrounded by a
moat and set in 113 acres of land.
In 1897, aged 34, Arthur Wakerley (right) became
Leicester’s youngest ever Mayor.

Wakerley began to make his mark on Leicester both as an architect and local
politician. Some of the town’s most distinctive buildings are his designs: the exotic
looking Turkey Café in Granby
Street and the Crystal Palace-style
former Singer Sewing Machine
building in High Street (built to
commemorate the coronation of
Edward VII) are just two. He was
also in demand to design nonconformist chapels, of which the
ornate Belgrave Wesleyan Hall
(now the Belgrave Community
Centre) on Belgrave Road and
Rothley Street is a good example.
Surprisingly, Wakerley was also
the architect of Leicester’s
Synagogue on Highfield Street –
The former Belgrave Wesleyan Hall
an early example of ecumenism!
Wakerley, a lifelong member of Bishop Street Methodist Church, was the Chairman
of Leicester’s first Housing and Town Planning Committee and was also the first
Leicester politician to draw attention to the influence of motor transport in the growth
of Leicester. He wanted to make the city centre more attractive and was successful
in opposing a proposal to turn the Town Hall Square into a car park!
Wakerley’s two greatest achievements were the creation of the suburb of North
Evington and his nationally acclaimed design for a low-cost well-built council house.
He had laid out and designed streets and buildings in all parts of Leicester, but in
North Evington, he had greater scope, as he was able to buy much of the land he
needed. His vision was for a self-sufficient community with decent housing,
workplaces close by and open spaces. He laid out two and a half miles of roads
around Spinney Hill Park, designing houses, factories, police and fire stations and
even a market hall. All these are
still standing and the area
continues to support a thriving
community.
Many of the streets in North
Evington were named after
Wakerley’s daughters and the
villages around his Suffolk
estate: Gwendolen, Margaret,
Constance and Dorothy Roads
and Gwendolen Gardens, as
well
as
Gedding
Road,
Drinkstone Road, Suffolk Street
and Bradfield Close. He gave
the land for the Wycliffe Home
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for the Blind and designed its cottages, hall of residence and work institute. By
1914, along with the hundreds of houses, there were 28 factories in his suburb
employing 5,170 people in 31 different trades.
Further along Gwendolen Road in Crown Hills, on an expanse of land he already
owned, Wakerley designed a fine house based on Gedding Hall. He called it
Crown Hill and lived there from 1915 until his death 16 years later. He filled the
house with beautiful furniture and antiques. Then it was surrounded by open
fields, today it is surrounded by schools and houses (and a few trees). In 1923
he built a house for his daughter Gwendolen and her husband in the grounds of
Crown Hill. This was known as Highcross House, as it incorporated the façade of
a half-timbered house that was being demolished in Highcross Street, Leicester.
Again, this is still standing.
Following
the
First World War,
Arthur Wakerley
responded to the
severe housing
shortage with a
distinctive and in
some ways,
revolutionary
design for a
council
house
which could be
built for just
£299 each. They
had unusual,
deeply sloping
catslide roofs, A pair of Wakerley Council Houses on Linton Street (Listed Grade II)
two upstairs and
one downstairs bedroom (or playroom), a sitting room, a kitchen/scullery with
bath and a coal house and WC. These houses have stood the test of time, and
can still be seen in many places around Leicester including Green Lane Close,
Abbey Lane, Harrison Road, Great Arler Road, Herrick Road, Minehead and
Dunster Streets. The ‘Wakerley Council House’ was acclaimed in the national
press and was adopted by the housing committees of Glasgow, Belfast and
Welwyn Garden City as well as Leicester.
Arthur Wakerley died in 1931 and is remembered today by the naming of
Wakerley Road. He was a true ‘visionary’ who laid out and designed so many of
Leicester’s streets and buildings that the city really does bear his stamp. He gave
much of his own land for charitable purposes and was invariably guided by his
strongly held Christian principles. There can be no doubt that Leicester would
have been a great deal poorer without him.
Left: Carved brick panel on the Wycliffe cottages recording
Wakerley’s gift of the land for their construction
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Chairman’s Notes - November 2014
Welcome to the latest edition of our newsletter.
As you may be aware I represent the Group on the City Mayor's Heritage
Partnership which meets quarterly to discuss matters of interest in the general
realm of conservation. You may have noticed a series of city centre interpretation
panels outlining the history of various buildings. There are 40 so far, and they are,
in my opinion, very long overdue. For example it had continued to astonish me that
there was nothing to explain the history of the Clock Tower. Congratulations are
therefore due to Sally Coleman from the Council and our Vice President Colin
Hyde, who have been responsible for these panels. It has now been decided to
install a further 40 information boards, some of which may be placed in the suburbs.
As an additional contribution to the appreciation of the city’s heritage, it has been
decided to commission a new version of that excellent publication, ‘The Quality of
Leicester’.
Plans have been announced for the creation of the Greyfriars Conservation Area
which is essentially a merging of the former Cathedral and Guildhall Conservation
Areas with some extensions.
The Local Heritage Asset Register (formerly the 'Local List') should soon be
available to the general public. This covers buildings and structures which are
neither listed nor in a Conservation Area. To be on this list certain standard criteria
must be met and it should offer stronger protection against adverse development.
On a personal note I was pleased to visit Stoneywell (the Gimson cottage now
owned by the National Trust) in October. It is open to local National Trust members
until the end of November and I was very impressed. The facilities (café, giftshop
etc) are not quite ready for the official unveiling early next year
May I end with two items of rather sad news. Back in late July we were informed of
the unexpected death of Geoff Simpson. Geoff had been one of the earliest
members of our Group and was on the Committee when I joined. He stood down
from the Committee due to his many other commitments, including his role as a
Deputy Lord Lieutenant of the county, but continued to be extremely supportive not least by auditing our accounts. At last year’s AGM his contribution to the
Leicester Group over many years was acknowledged by electing him as one of our
Vice-Presidents. Geoff will be greatly missed. His funeral service at St James the
Greater was extremely well attended and our thoughts go out to his widow Hilary.
We have also had news of the death of Violet Lees, mother of our committee
member Grahame, to whom we offer our condolences. Violet had reached the age
of 100 and, until recently, was a member of the national Society and a regular
attendee at our meetings.
Jon Goodall
Chairman
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Buildings Sub-Committee
We have recently submitted a listing application to English Heritage for the former
Boot and Shoe Trade Union Hall in St James Street. This was built in 1901-2 and
was the head office of the union, something unique in Leicester. In recent years it
has been used as a Hindu temple but has now been vacated. The structure of the
building is largely unaltered and we await the verdict of English Heritage.
Although strictly outside our time period (1830), it was still very sad to see that
permission was granted to demolish the former Empire Hotel on Fosse Road North to
permit the building of a Lidl store. The hotel was an attractive building and a local
landmark.
Permission has also been given to demolish St Luke’s Chapel at the Royal
Infirmary to permit the construction of a larger and more efficient Accident and
Emergency Department. Some ten years ago we attempted to list the chapel but it
was turned down on the basis that the building itself was nothing special. What
makes it attractive are the internal fittings (stained glass, memorial plaques etc).
The Hospital Trust has pledged to conserve these and incorporate them into a new
faith centre. Although it would have been nice to retain the chapel, there is no doubt
that this would have substantially increased the cost of the new A&E department.
Churches
St Saviour’s (GG Scott 1877) Regrettably this superb building continues to
deteriorate, and attempts to find a new use have been unsuccessful.
St Barnabas (Goddard and Paget 1886) The Church Commissioners have finally
consented to sell the church to Mr Sabat (owner of the former St Mark’s Church) for
conversion to a banqueting/meeting hall.
St Peter’s, Highfields (GE Street 1874) Revised plans for the interior of the church
(still involving the opening out of the nave) have been drawn up and funding
applications are proceeding. However the Church was recently placed on the
‘Buildings at Risk’ register drawn up by English Heritage, largely due to the
condition of the roof and other parts of the structure.
St Paul’s, Kirby Road (Ordish and Traylen 1871) This has been disused for some
time but new plans have recently been submitted for conversion to offices and
associated meeting rooms.
Other Buildings
Former NatWest Bank, St Martins (Everard and Pick 1900) New plans have
been submitted to convert the former banking hall into a restaurant with minimal
alterations to the structure.
Hansom Hall, Belvoir Street (J Hansom 1845) This former Baptist chapel is now part
of the Adult Education College. It is intended that the hall be made available for a local
theatre group. but access to it is far from easy. Plans are being drawn up to solve this
problem by creating a new entrance via the former lending library.
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Recent Leicester Group Activities
Edgbaston - Birmingham’s affluent suburb
Wednesday 11th June 2014
On our way to the Oratory Church of the Immaculate Conception, Richard Gill gave
us some biographical details of Cardinal John Henry Newman, in whose memory the
church was built. Designed by E Doran Webb, it was completed in 1909. We were
met by Father Dominic, a young and enthusiastic priest, who guided us around the
beautiful church, which has a long nave and a dome over the crossing.

The decoration is mainly in marble and mosaics, with the barrel vaulted roof
supported by onyx columns brought from Italy, finally arriving in Birmingham by
canal. The Duke of Norfolk, a staunch Roman Catholic, bequeathed money towards
the building of the church. John Henry Newman came back to Birmingham after
being made a Cardinal in Rome, declaring, “I am one with you”. There is a beautiful
room dedicated to Cardinal Newman, decorated with many priceless objects.
On to the Botanical Gardens and Glasshouses opened in 1832 to nurture and
display plants from all over Europe. The 16 acres of gardens are home to over
7,000 species and contain attractive water features, gazebos, bandstands,
walkways, terraces and an excellent restaurant!
After lunch we arrived at the first ‘red brick’ University of Birmingham building of
1900-1909, designed by Sir Aston Webb and Ingress Bell. The most striking feature
is the brick built Chamberlain Clock Tower, 325 feet high, dominating the
semi-circular layout.
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‘Mechanical Engineering’ one of the tiled murals
by Anning Bell,
(described as ‘frescoes’
by Pevsner!)

The exterior of the Aston Webb building is of red brick, with dressed stone window
surrounds, and decorated with murals depicting the sciences taught there.
Our final visit was to the Barber Institute. This fine Grade II listed Art Deco building
was designed by Robert Atkinson and opened in 1939. It was the first building to be
purpose built for the study of art history in the United Kingdom, and was established
and financed by Lady Barber in memory of her late husband. This beautiful marble
floored building contains many Victorian and earlier paintings. Favourites include a
Turner of 1809 Sun Rising through Vapour, Man o’War and Prison Hulk, a stark
reminder of the Napoleonic Wars. A Renoir of 1876, Young Woman Seated is
especially attractive, painted in pinks and blues with a touch of white.
On the journey home Richard entertained us by pointing out first of all, elegant
Georgian and Victorian houses in Edgbaston, then other buildings of interest as we
went through the city. He even extolled the virtues of Spaghetti Junction,
highlighting its architectural merit!
An interesting and informative day out. Our thanks go to Grahame Lees and
Richard Gill for organising it.

Evening walk around Riverside North
Led by Bob Gregory - Tuesday 1st July 2014
From West Bridge as far as North Bridge ‘it is possible to discover evidence of the
city’s development in almost every period’. This was demonstrated in a walk, ably led
by Bob Gregory, which was blessed with a lovely evening.
Few would call the area beautiful; many of the old industrial buildings are abandoned
and in various stages of dereliction, but time has helped to turn what was once a scene
of bleak desolation into a surprisingly interesting area, especially as some of these once
thriving factories and other industrial structures have become, in their ruination, almost
romantic. At least, that’s how it seemed with the low evening sun creating some striking
images. In fact at a halfway point, a neat area of seating has been created complete with
a raised viewing platform! Throughout the walk, cameras were clicking away.
The constant features of the route were, of course, the river and canal - a vital
transport element in any early industrial development and one which helped towards
Leicester’s celebrated prosperity. We saw the effects of canalisation and magnificent
Victorian engineering in the creation of weirs and bridges. A concluding walk along
the arid Northgates with its disused pubs and ubiquitous car lots concluded an
evening in a part of Leicester that could have exciting possibilities.
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Visit to St Peter’s Church, Highfields
Tuesday 12th August
St Peter’s church was built in 1874 to the design of GE Street - his only significant
church in the county, and was built at considerable expense as a memorial to Earl
Howe of Gopsall. It is one of three churches in the area which have been grouped
together in one parish, the others being St Saviour’s and St Barnabas - but is now
the sole survivor in active use. Unfortunately it has been subject to certain
unsympathetic 20th century alterations, including a new hall completely out of
keeping with the church and a glazed screen cutting the nave in half. Plans have
now been drawn up (on which we were consulted) to try to reverse some of these
damaging alterations and applications for funding are now in progress.

The wooden vault to the Chancel apse, decorated by Cox, Sons,
Buckley & Co, 1882

St Peter’s was one of the few churches in Leicester prepared to welcome the West
Indian community when they first came to the city. This tradition of inclusiveness
has been maintained by subsequent incumbents, and St Peter’s is now a well used
centre for the local area, welcoming all faiths to its community activities.
We were given a warm welcome (and refreshments) by the church wardens and
members of the congregation, who showed us round the church and discussed their
latest plans which aim to open out the nave to its original size. As regards the history
of the building, we were shown an early draft of a booklet being produced by our
committee member Paul Griffiths, which should be available for sale in the near future.
We had originally hoped to visit Melbourne Hall (1881) which is only a short
distance away. Although a proper visit was not possible on this occasion (and it is
doubtful whether we would have had adequate time) we were able to walk down to
Melbourne Hall to view the exterior of this Grade II* listed building - a magnificent
octagonal structure designed by Goddard and Paget, which is a complete contrast
to St Peter’s.
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St James the Greater and St James Road area walk
Tuesday 2nd September
When discussions began about replacing the temporary church of St James the
Greater, a daughter church of St Peter’s Highfields, the Bishop asked for a building
of “monumental character” which would “arrest the attention of the passer-by” and
be “a fit symbol of the greatness of the town”. He suggested the Cathedral of
Torcello in Italy as a model.
The
architect
Henry
Langton Goddard set to
work, St Peter’s Parish
eventually raised the funds
and the church was opened
in two stages in 1901 and
1914. On 2nd September
this
year,
we
were
privileged to view the result
– a fine Italianate space,
unlike anywhere else in
Leicester,
and
still
maintained with great care.
After visiting the Church, we strolled down St James Road in the company of Richard
Gill and Neil Crutchley. Here we found substantial houses with room for a maid or
two, designed by Leicester architects like Stockdale Harrison and Arthur Wakerley.
Former occupants, we learnt, included figures of some significance in the town such
as Victor Thomas, the musician, Samuel Ellicock, HM Inspector of Schools, James
Curry, cycle manufacturer and founder of the store chain, and Alderman Thomas
Windley, Chairman of the Council’s Sanitary Committee for over 40 years.

Will Victorian Churches survive the Twenty-first century?
A talk by Tom Ashley - Tuesday 7th October 2014
Tom Ashley, a native of Oadby, is the Senior Conservation Adviser (Churches) for
the national Victorian Society. His remit for the society covers all Victorian churches
in England and Wales, other than those covered by local Groups such as ourselves
and Birmingham - so he is not short of work!
His talk outlined two major problem areas. The first is the sheer number of Victorian
(and Edwardian) churches. In small towns or villages the church is still viewed as a
vital part of a community (even if few attend other than at Christmas) and raising
funds for maintenance may not be a problem. In more urban areas with declining
congregations the cost of maintenance is becoming intolerable and many areas are
essentially ‘overchurched’. With secular buildings the solution would be to find
alternative uses, but churches do not particularly lend themselves to this. Conversion
almost inevitably destroys the interior space, and the insertion of extra windows,
doors and plumbing cannot be done without detriment to the external appearance.
Leicester’s St John the Divine (near the station) demonstrates this only too well.
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The second major problem area is re-ordering to suit the fads and fashions of
contemporary worship. Increasing numbers of churches feel that they need to make
significant alterations to their interiors to make them more attractive and user
friendly. This can involve basic improvements such as the provision of toilets and
catering facilities or the complete removal of original furnishings such as pews or
even fonts and pulpits. Organisations such as the Victorian Society make every
attempt to demonstrate that very often there is no need for radical and irreversible
change. For example it is very easy to mount pews on castors which allow them to
be moved to one side to create more open space when needed.
There are no standard guidelines showing how these aims can be achieved with
minimal interference to historic fixtures and fittings. Every single church tends to do
its own thing, perhaps with a new vicar having thoughts of their own. They draw up
their own plans and submit them to the diocese, rather than having sight of
examples of best practice in the first place. Then the Victorian Society or other
groups have to attempt to suggest better or more sympathetic ways of achieving
their aims. Not an easy problem to solve.
We are grateful to Tom for an informative and thought provoking overview of these
complex issues.

Note on Subscriptions to Local Mailing List
The Local Mailing List subscription remains at £7, and a renewal form for 2015 is
included with this newsletter for those who take this option. A copy of the form in
PDF format should be attached for the increasing number of members who have
agreed to receive the newsletter by e-mail. The local subscription has always been
nominally to cover printing and postage (each newsletter costs nearly £1 to print
and 53p to post) but it does also make a contribution to the running costs of the
group. Whilst it does not seem reasonable to continue to ask for the same
subscription from those who do not have printed newsletters posted to them, we
rather hope that members who take the newsletter this way will still make a
contribution on a voluntary basis. Additionally, unless we hear from you in some
way, we have no way of knowing whether you still wish to be on the mailing list!
Published by the Leicester Group: For further details please contact
Chairman: Jon Goodall - 0116 239 3744
75 Kings Drive, Leicester Forest East, Leicester LE3 3JE
Membership: Peter Ellis - 01455 291694 - ellisdesign@talktalk.net
Events Bookings: Grahame Lees - 0116 238 7760
http://www.victoriansociety.org.uk/leicester/
The views expressed in this newsletter are those of the contributors and do not necessarily
represent those of the Editor or of The Victorian Society.
The Victorian Society, 1 Priory Gardens, London W4 1TT
Registered as a Charity No 1081435 and a Company limited by guarantee
Registered in England, No 3940996. Registered office as above
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Lecture Programme - Winter 2014-15
Tuesday 2nd December 2014

Joseph Roberts - A Grocer of Distinction
Brian Johnson
This is our Christmas meeting and the talk will be preceded by seasonal refreshments from 7.00 pm

Joseph Roberts was born in 1806 and came to Leicester to work as a grocer. The
business he founded became the largest wholesale grocer in the Midlands. Had he
been born a hundred years later he would probably have opened a chain of
supermarkets. Roberts was a family man and noted for his benevolence, but sadly
his plans for the business did not continue after his death.
(Editor’s Note - In the previous newsletter the subject of this lecture was erroneously given as Joseph Rogers)

Tuesday 6th January 2015

Victorian Church Music – the great, the good and the awful
David Fisher
David Fisher is a composer, and has spent his career in music education. He was
for many years Head of Music and then Head of the Performing Arts Faculty at King
Edward VII College, Coalville. His compositions have been performed across the
length and breadth of the country, and his commissions include works for the
world-renowned Vienna Boys Choir. As a practising composer, his trenchant views
on Victorian Church Music promise to provide us with an entertaining and
challenging evening.
Tuesday 3rd February 2015

Annual General Meeting
Followed by

Walnut Street: Past & Present
Colin Hyde
In this talk Colin Hyde will look at the history of the Walnut Street area of Leicester
from its development as a suburb in the mid-19th century to the present day. This
area is a good example of the fate of many of Leicester's slum-cleared Victorian
areas and the talk is illustrated with many maps and photographs illustrating the
changes in the area over the last 150 or so years.
Lecture Programme continued overleaf
è

All lectures take place, unless otherwise stated, in the Small Hall (Room 3) of
The Leicester Adult Education College, Wellington Street, Leicester at 7.30 pm.
Our meetings are open to all, but we ask all attendees, whether or not they are
members, to register in order to comply with Fire Regulations, and to make
a contribution of £2.50 per person
towards the costs of room hire and other expenses.
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Lecture Programme - Winter 2014-15 - continued
Tuesday 3rd March 2015

Crematoria to Die For
The Victorian and Edwardian Expression of Cremation
Dr Hilary Grainger
Today seven out of ten deaths in Britain are followed by cremation. The majority of
the 271 crematoria in UK have been built between 1950 and 1970, but, following
the first at Woking (1889) some of the most interesting examples date from the
Victorian and Edwardian periods.
As cremation slowly gained acceptance in Britain, this progress was reflected in its
architectural expression and each crematorium can therefore be seen as a ‘symbol
of social change’. The crematorium and its surrounding gardens present a series of
challenges to the architect. At once utilitarian and symbolic, religious and secular,
crematoria are fraught with complexity. From the outset, the lack of a shared and
clear expectation of what is required from a crematorium has given rise to the
cultural ambivalence lying at the heart of many designs. Not surprisingly
architectural responses have often been ambiguous and evasive.
This lecture places Leicester Crematorium (1902) in its architectural context.
Professor Hilary Grainger is a Dean of the London College of Fashion, University
of the Arts London, having taught the history of architecture and design for over 30
years at various universities. She is a leading authority on the architect Sir Ernest
George and also on the architecture of British crematoria. Her book Death
Redesigned: British Crematoria, History, Architecture and Landscape was
published in 2005 and her monograph, The Architecture of Sir Ernest George. was
published by Spire Books in 2011; both have been widely reviewed.
Hilary is the Chair of The Victorian Society and a council member and Trustee of
The Cremation Society of Great Britain.
Tuesday 14th April 2015

British Art Nouveau Tiles, Faience and Terracotta
Hans van Lemmen
This colourfully illustrated talk will consider the main developments in British Art
Nouveau tiles, faience and terracotta. It will examine how these artefacts were
made and decorated, highlight the output of major designers and manufacturers
and look at practical applications in buildings including prominent examples in
Leicester. Actual specimens of Art Nouveau tiles will be shown at the end of the
talk.
Hans van Lemmen was educated in Holland and taught art and design history at Leeds
Polytechnic and Leeds Metropolitan University. He is a founder member of the Tiles and
Architectural Ceramics Society and at present serves as its President. His publications
include Tiles in Architecture, Victorian Tiles, Art Nouveau Tiles, and Art Deco Tiles.
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