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Silver Arcade set to re-open in September
The fate of Leicester’s Silver Arcade has been discussed a number of times in this
Newsletter, and the protracted restoration process has been followed by members
with interest and a certain amount of apprehension. The restoration is now
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number of schemes were put forward,
some of which would have destroyed
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before the present owners decided to
restore it for retail use at a reported
cost of £3 million.
Martin Herbert, of Lambert Smith
Hampton, says that they are looking
for a diverse range of specialist
retailers, such as mid-to-high range
fashion, jewellers and delicatessens.
There have been discussions with a
chocolatier and a café is also planned
for the top floor, overlooking High
Street.

The four-storey Victorian Silver Arcade has
been sensitively restored

Access to the upper floors will be by
lift and a new grand staircase at the
Cank Street end, all of which have
been fitted in without compromising
the Victorian interior. The success of
the scheme will be dependent on the
quality and diversity of the initial
tenants, but early indications are that
this will be a development in which
Leicester can take great pride.
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Newsletter, and the protracted restoration process has been followed by members
with interest and a certain amount of apprehension. The restoration is now
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Hampton are actively seeking retail tenants in advance of the planned re-opening
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Chairman’s Notes
Welcome to the latest edition of our newsletter, heralding (we hope) the arrival of
summer and its accompanying good weather.
Richard Gill's acceptance of the Honorary Presidency of our Group after the AGM,
created a vacancy for the Vice-Presidency. The Committee felt that it would be good
to have more than one Vice-President, enabling us to acknowledge formally the help
given by several people over the years. Cynthia Brown, Rowan Roenisch, Geoff
Simpson and Colin Hyde have all kindly consented to become Honorary VicePresidents, and we look forward to their continued involvement with the Group,
which will, I am sure, benefit from access to their valuable expertise.
You may read more about buildings with which we have been concerned in the report
from the Building Sub-Committee, but a few general comments are appropriate. As
previously reported, the Council under the guidance of the City Mayor, is taking a
much more active role with regard to conservation. Inevitably, much recent news has
concentrated on a certain pre-Victorian monarch but, aside from that, a variety of
welcome actions have been taken by the Council.
For example the owners of the site of the former All Saints Brewery in Highcross Street
are being prosecuted for failure to protect the frontage buildings on the site (following
a succession of fires). The former Donisthorpe Mill in Bath Lane (admittedly
pre-Victorian) was also damaged by fire, but has now been purchased by the Council
who have reinforced security and are involved in discussions with a developer
regarding repair and re-use. Very recently the Council has issued a notice to the owner
of the snooker centre building in Rutland Street (opposite Curve) to carry out
improvements to this impressive listed building, which has been sadly neglected in
recent years. We heartily commend the Council for such activities.
Such matters are discussed at the quarterly meetings of the Heritage Partnership set up and chaired by Sir Peter Soulsby - on which I represent the Victorian Society.
I also represent the Society at the monthly meetings of the Conservation Advisory
Panel which discusses planning applications which affect listed buildings or
Conservation Areas within the City.
It is good to be able to report that a number of buildings that have been causing
concern for some time now appear to be on the brink of a brighter future. The Silver
Arcade is featured on the front cover of this newsletter, and we also understand that
a new tenant has been found for the former East Gates Coffee House.
I hope you have enjoyed the events that we have organised so far this Summer.
Enclosed you will find booking forms for three further events arranged for the
second half of the Summer and I hope you will find these of interest. Feel free to
publicise these amongst your friends and acquaintances and I hope to see as many
of you as possible on these events.
Jon Goodall
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Buildings Sub-Committee
St George's Church (William Parsons, 1827) Although strictly before our period
this church was subject to various the 19th and early 20th century alterations.
Repair work is finally underway, although this has not been helped by the recent
inclement weather. Additionally, many of the trees whose leaves were blocking the
gutters have now been cut back and the City Council has agreed to administer the
churchyard as a public open space.
Secular Hall (W Larner Sugden, 1881) Planning permission has been given to
upgrade certain areas, especially with regard to disabled facilities. To pursue this
they are appealing for funds to match possible grants. Should you be interested in
helping out please contact 01455 823570 or check www.SecularHall.org.uk.
St Saviour’s Church (GG Scott 1875-77) Plans have been drawn up for
conversion into a banqueting / conference hall with minimal alterations - apart from
the removal of pews. Full details are awaited.
Former HSBC Bank, Granby Street (Joseph Goddard 1872-74) Now owned by
the International Society for Krishna Consciousness, work is progressing on
conversion to a worship / community centre. Some amended proposals for a rear
entrance from Town Hall Square are being drawn up.
Guild of the Disabled, Colton Street (AE Sawday 1910) This has now been
converted into a worship centre for the Shri Shirdi Barda Temple Association.
Finally, although outside the city, you will be aware that Stoneywell (the Ernest
Gimson cottage in Ulverscroft) was acquired by the National Trust last year. Plans
have been drawn up to make it suitable for public access with minimal disruption to
neighbouring properties, and these have now been submitted to the District Council.
Whilst this news is generally positive (for a change) we cannot afford to be
complacent so please keep your eyes open for any threats to our built environment
and let us know of anything that gives cause for concern.

Makers Yard - update and correction
The former hosiery factory on Rutland Street was officially re-opened as ‘Makers
Yard’, by the City Mayor, Sir Peter Soulsby, on 18th March. Located in the heart of
the city’s Cultural Quarter, the building now houses up and coming craft enterprises
for whom the good natural lighting and large studio-like spaces are ideally suited.
The Victorian Society can be proud that, without the diligence of the late Joan
Skinner the importance of this pioneering factory would have been overlooked, and
it would almost certainly have faced demolition. The article on this complex which
appeared in printed copies of the Autumn/Winter 2012 edition of this newsletter
unfortunately contained a number of errors, which were not the responsibility of its
author, Rowan Roenisch. These errors were corrected before the electronic (PDF)
version was distributed, and the corrected article can be viewed on the Leicester
pages of the Victorian Society Website - www.victoriansociety.org.uk/leicester/.
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A Leicestershire Victorian Alphabet

Stockdale Harrison & Sons

S

James Stockdale Harrison 1846-1914
James Stockdale Harrison junior 1874-1952
Shirley Stockdale Harrison 1876-1961

tockdale Harrison was articled to the architect James Bird of Leicester in
1863 and he became an assistant to George Somers Clarke of London in 1868. He
returned to Leicester and set up a private practice in Hotel Street in 1870 and later
moved to 7 St Martins. After some years he was joined by his architect sons, James
junior and Shirley.
James Stockdale Harrison initially designed in the Domestic or Vernacular Revival
style. A fine example is the Grade II listed Spinney Hill Park Lodge of 1888 built of
red brick with a Swithland slate roof. Later he built his own residence at 15 Elms
Road in a design drawn from a variety of historical English architectural styles.
Stockdale Harrison & Sons designed several enchanting Arts & Crafts style houses,
including 146 to 154 Upper New Walk, and several in Stoneygate. These homes
have enhanced the street scene for decades, helping to make Stoneygate a
desirable place in
which to live. Other
fine Arts & Crafts
style houses include
Hastings House of
1902
by
James
Stockdale Harrison,
Middlemeade of 1904
by Shirley Stockdale
Harrison
and
Southmeade by the
partnership.
These
houses are now used
as University halls of
residence and can be
seen from the Botanic
Hastings House (originally Nether Close) - 1902
One of the houses to be visited on the Botanical Garden tour
Garden in Oadby.
on 3rd September (see page 10)

In the city centre, the former Saracen’s Head adjacent to the elegant City Rooms,
is an attractive Arts & Crafts style building in red brick with a graduated Swithland
slate roof. Designed by Stockdale Harrison, this charming building is sadly
diminished by the present day addition of a plastic advertising banner and
nondescript blackboard signage at the entrance.
4

Another notable building by Stockdale Harrison is the Abbey Pumping Station
(1889-91) built to house the magnificent Gimson beam engines in a grand style,
which carried out the noble task of disposing of sewage for the citizens of Leicester.
De Montfort Hall was built in 1913 for Leicester Corporation as a concert hall, to a
design by Shirley Stockdale Harrison. This is surely the jewel in the crown of the
partnership. The hall has faced up to the changing tastes in entertainment, having
been a venue for classical music, boxing, fashion shows and pop music concerts.
Today the hall hosts music festivals and diverse events throughout the year. Both
universities use the hall for their graduation ceremonies, when the new graduates
no doubt take away with them treasured memories of their special day. The
magnificent organ, the gift of Alfred Corah, is the only surviving concert organ built
by the Leicester company, Stephen Taylor & Sons. It was fully restored in 2004.
In the De Montfort Hall, Shirley Stockdale Harrison created a building which is
virtually timeless in design. Fronted by attractive gardens, it looks as elegant and
pleasing today as it did, newly built, a century ago.
Carole Face

Recent Leicester Group Activities
Arthur Wakerley, Churchman, Architect, Philanthropist and Politician
Talk by Neil Crutchley - Tuesday 5th March 2013
For our March meeting, we were treated to the ‘world premiere’ of Neil Crutchley’s
latest talk. As usual, it was delivered with great authority and enthusiasm. The
subject was Arthur Wakerley (1862-1931), one of Neil’s heroes, and, in his day, one
of Leicester’s most influential citizens. Born in Melton, Wakerley moved to Leicester
at the age of 16 to be articled to James Bird, architect, and soon made an impact
on his adopted town.
In 1884, Wakerley set up in practice on his own. As an architect and developer, he
was prolific and versatile. Many of his buildings remain, from the flamboyant
showpieces such as the Turkey Café (1901) and the Singer Building (1904) in the
city centre, to his ingenious £299 council houses (1922 onwards) built across the
suburbs. His work is particularly evident in North Evington which he developed as
a model community from 1887, with decent housing, factories, a market hall and
police station. However, Wakerley contributed much more than this to Leicester. He
was a Town Councillor at the age of 24 and, in 1897, became Leicester’s youngest
mayor. He was a Methodist local preacher, a Parliamentary candidate, a collector
and a generous donor to the town and its charities.
Neil’s talk included an illustrated tour of North Evington. This showed Wakerley as
a master of ‘quirky’ detail – balconies, towers, gables and dormer windows abound
and show the architect’s determination to prove that even modest buildings don’t
have to be dull or routine. In Neil’s words: “Do go and have a look - it will
cheer you up!”
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The Architecture of Sir Ernest George
A talk by Professor Hilary Grainger – Tuesday 9th April 2013
We were delighted to welcome the Chair of the Victorian Society, Professor Hilary
Grainger, who gave us a fascinating appraisal of the work of Sir Ernest George
(1839-1922), a prolific architect whose reputation has been unjustly eclipsed by that
of many of his contemporaries.
Professor Grainger’s wonderfully illustrated talk reinstated George to his rightful
place as one of the greatest late Victorian domestic architects and one who was
regarded, almost uniquely, as having formed a school of his own. Many aspiring
architects wanted to train at his practice, which was dubbed ‘the Eton of offices’,
and his pupils included Lutyens, Herbert Baker and Guy Dawber. George designed
a number of commercial buildings and churches, but he was principally a domestic
architect.
His first country house commission was Rousdon in Devon for Sir Henry Peek, the
biscuit baronet, and it included the first of the great halls that became so
characteristic of his work. It was a remarkable debut for which he produced an
equally remarkable perspective, demonstrating early on his outstanding skill as a
draughtsman.

Rousdon, Devon (1874-83): George’s perspective of the south front, illustrated
in the Building News 26 June 1874, p 694

George’s work engaged with an intelligent form of eclecticism by which he created
something new from vernacular traditions. He had a gift for imbuing his designs with
the indigenous quality of the area he worked in, and his houses display a concern
for texture, colour and detail. In 1876 George established a partnership with Harold
Peto whose taste, business acumen, social connections and talent for furniture and
garden design ensured their success.
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George was an accomplished and prolific artist, producing detailed sketches and
watercolours wherever he went. Whilst much of his work was characterised by a
quiet Elizabethan idiom, regular sketching tours to Northern Europe also influenced
his designs for town houses, such as 39-45 Harrington Gardens, Kensington, which
evoke the crow-stepped gabled houses built by Dutch and Flemish merchants.
39-45 Harrington
Gardens,
Kensington

Group of seven
cottages at
Port Sunlight

After his partnership with Peto dissolved in 1892, George joined forces with Alfred
Yeates, and their later commissions included cottages for Port Sunlight.
Our sincere thanks are due to Professor Grainger for enthusiastically sharing with
us her expert knowledge of Ernest George during such an informative and
engaging evening.
Hilary Grainger’s book, The Architecture of Sir Ernest George, illustrated with many of
his own drawings together with specially commissioned photographs by Martin Charles,
was published by Spire Books in 2011, and is currently being re-printed
Illustrations © 2011 Spire Books Ltd, Hilary J Grainger & Martin Charles.
All rights reserved.
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Recent Leicester Group Activities - Continued
Stoneygate Baptist and Clarendon Park Congregational Churches
Evening visit - Wenesday 17th April
The first of this season’s evening walks turned out to be something of an
architectural revelation. Two imposing non-conformist churches, just a stone’s
throw from each other, both built with no expense spared, yet so completely
different in style.
Around 20 members and friends met at Stoneygate Baptist Church, dating from
1912, technically just outside our period. This is the work of local architect G Lawton
Brown and has a
refinement
and
delicacy to its interior,
which is both pleasing
and
surprising.
Especially
attractive
are the barrel roof, with
its elegant plaster work
and
the
slender
decorated
columns
which run the length of
the church. We also
explored the extensive
ancillary rooms, given
over to the church’s
many
weekday
The confident Baroque facade of Stoneygate Baptist Church
activities.
A short walk brought us to James Tait’s masterpiece, Clarendon Park
Congregational Church. This is another striking edifice with an unusual and highly
original tower that dominates the area between Springfield Road and Clarendon
Park Road.
This building has a massive solidity that cannot fail to impress. More than 20 years
older than Stoneygate Baptist Church, it was built to last and has been superbly
preserved, with original features such as stained glass and wrought ironwork in
beautiful condition. The powerfully vaulted meeting room to the rear was equally
impressive, and that is where we were treated to excellent refreshments.
Both churches are striking examples of Victorian and Edwardian Stoneygate wealth
and piety and their architecture and denominational history were brought vividly to
life in his inimitable way by our president, Richard Gill with the help of the Rev Peter
Shepherd (Baptist) and Rindy Hoegger (Congregational).
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Forthcoming Visits - 2013
Thursday 20th June
Evening walk round the Westcotes area
Led by Richard Gill
There may still be a few places left on this walk, which was advertised in the
previous newsletter - contact Marion Hare (0116 239 3744) as soon as possible.
Cost: £5.00
Meet 7.00 pm at corner of Westleigh Road and Fosse Road South

Tuesday 16th July
Visit to Mount St Bernard Abbey, Coalville

Mount St Bernard was the first abbey to be built in England since the Reformation,
and was opened in 1837. The present buildings were erected between 1842 and
1939, and are by various architects including AWN Pugin and his son EW Pugin,
FJ Bradford and Alfred Herbert. Due to the nature of the Cistercian Order, there will
be restrictions on access to some of the complex (and ladies may be further
restricted), but we will see as much of the interior as the monks will allow.
Cost £5.00, including light refreshments.
Meet 2.30 pm in the Abbey Car Park
Directions: Leave Leicester by A50 (Coalville), then just after the Field Head roundabout at
Markfield take the slip road towards Copt Oak / Whitwick. After 1.5 miles turn right at the
traffic lights and follow B591 for 1.5 miles. Turn left on Charley Road, and left again on Oaks
Road after passing under the M1. The abbey gatehouse is on the left after about 2 miles.

If you need or can offer a lift, please contact Grahame Lees on 0116 238 7760
(Closing date for bookings - Friday 28th June - numbers limited - see Green Sheet)
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Forthcoming Visits - 2013 - continued

Tuesday 13th August
A walk round the Western Park area of Leicester
Led by Richard Gill
The Western Park area was developed in the Edwardian period and building
continued into the 1920s and 30s. Intended as a middle and upper middle class
suburb to rival Stoneygate, it occupied an elevated site close to Western Park itself,
famed for its ‘bracing’ air.
Leading architects were employed to design the many fine houses in the suburb.
Those along the south-eastern side of Letchworth Road, (named after the famous
Hertfordshire garden city development) were particularly impressive, commanding
spectacular views across the park from their spacious gardens and displaying
superb architectural detailing such as tile-hung gables, distinctive chimney stacks,
ornamental lead work and stained glass.
Cost - £5.00
Meet 7.00 pm outside St Anne's Church on Letchworth Road
(Closing date for bookings Friday 26th July - see Green Sheet)

Tuesday 3rd September
A Guided Walk around the Edwardian Houses and Gardens at
Leicester University Botanic Garden
Led by Rowan Roenisch
The 16 acre University of Leicester Botanic Garden was created from the gardens
of four houses, three of them Edwardian and Listed Grade II.
The site was originally open meadowland which was divided into fields after the
1760s enclosures. On the sale of the Powys Keck estate three wealthy Leicester
industrialists built homes here between 1902 and 1928. Over a period of 17 years,
after the Second World War, the University bought the houses and gardens for
student residences and a Botanic Garden.
Rowan will introduce the Edwardian house owners and their Leicester businesses,
and discuss the architects of the houses. During the tour, Rowan will characterise
the architecture of the houses and identify surviving features of their original
gardens.
The walk will be followed by tea and cake at one of the halls of residence.
Cost - £7.50 including tea
Meet 1.30 pm at Glebe Road entrance
(Closing date for bookings Friday 16th August - numbers limited - see Green Sheet)
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General notes about visits
Please note that our visits may present a variety of hazards including uneven surfaces and
stairs, low head heights, low lighting and building or demolition works. There may be stairs
or uneven surfaces which cannot be avoided, and long periods of walking or standing.
Should you have any questions about your ability to participate in an event, please contact
us. Children under 18 must be accompanied by an adult. Participants are reminded that
they participate in events at their own risk, and neither the Society nor its officers or servants
accept any liability of any kind whatsoever, howsoever arising. The Victorian Society
reserves the right to cancel, alter or postpone events if necessary.
Cancellations: No refunds will be given for cancellations for events costing £10 or less, but
as a courtesy to others we ask that you let us know if you cannot attend an event for which
you have booked. In other cases, cancellations will be accepted and fees returned up to a
month before the date of the event, but will be subject to a £10 deduction per ticket for
administrative costs. Separate arrangements may apply for weekend visits and foreign tours
and terms will be clearly stated on the printed details in each case.
All our activities, including visits, are open to all subject to space limitations.
Our booking form “green sheet” is only sent to members living in Leicestershire.
If you do not receive a booking form, but wish to participate in a bookable activity, the form
can be downloaded as a PDF from our website (see below) or booking enquiries can be
made direct to Mrs Marion Hare .

May we have your e-mail address?
Sending our Newsletter and notification of events electronically is
convenient, green and saves the Victorian Society postage.
The Leicester Group Newsletter is available in PDF Format, which can be read on
any computer with Adobe Acrobat Reader (available as a free download).
If you would be happy to receive the Newsletter as a PDF file please contact
Peter Ellis ( ellisdesign@talktalk.net ) with your e-mail address.
E-mail also allows us to send details of events that may be arranged at short notice.
The views expressed in this newsletter are those of the contributors and do not necessarily
represent those of the Editor or of The Victorian Society.
The Victorian Society, 1 Priory Gardens, London W4 1TT
Registered as a Charity No 1081435 and a Company limited by guarantee
Registered in England, No 3940996. Registered office as above
Published by the Leicester Group: For further details please contact
Chairman: Jon Goodall - 0116 239 3744
75 Kings Drive, Leicester Forest East, Leicester LE3 3JE
Membership enquiries: Peter Ellis - 01455 291694 - ellisdesign@talktalk.net
Events Bookings: Mrs Marion Hare - 0116 273 9710
http://www.victoriansociety.org.uk/leicester/
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Autumn 2013 Lecture Series
Tuesday 1st October

A blessing to the town, 150 years of Vaughan College
Cynthia Brown
Vaughan College, now part of the University of Leicester’s Institute of Lifelong
Learning, celebrated its 150th anniversary in 2012. This talk will focus on its earlier
role as a Working Men’s College, from its foundation by Rev David Vaughan in
1862 as a Reading Room and Institute for working men, through to its transition in
1930 into the Extra-mural Department of University College Leicester.
Tuesday 5th November

The Work of Building Preservation Trusts
Keith Hamilton
Building Preservation Trusts (BPTs) are not-for-profit organisations which rescue
historic buildings for the benefit of the public. They operate throughout the UK,
contracting to carry out work that is necessary to ensure the preservation of
heritage assets. Keith Hamilton, a conservation architect and Chair of the
Leicestershire Historic Buildings Trust, will illustrate the work of BPTs through a
number of case studies nationwide, with particular reference to Victorian examples.
Tuesday 3rd December
Christmas Meeting

Stoneywell Cottage and Ernest Gimson
Rowan Roenisch
Born in Leicester in 1864, Ernest Gimson, England's ‘greatest artist
craftsman', chose to migrate permanently to the Cotswolds in 1893 to escape urban
life. Nevertheless during his first 15 years there he regularly returned to the county
of his birth where he built six dwellings for family and friends. Stoneywell Cottage,
built in 1899 by Gimson for his brother Sydney, has recently been acquired by the
National Trust and is due to open to the public for the first time in 2014. Rowan will
discuss the significance of these Leicestershire properties, highlighting the special
qualities of Stoneywell, a country cottage which she has visited regularly for over
30 years with her students and has been shown round by Sydney Gimson's
grandson, Don Gimson.

All lectures take place, unless otherwise stated, in the Small Hall (Room 3) of
The Leicester Adult Education College, Wellington Street, Leicester at 7.30 pm.
Our meetings are open to all, but we ask all attendees, whether or not they are
members, to register in order to comply with Fire Regulations, and to make
a contribution of £2.50 per person
towards the costs of room hire and other expenses.
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