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Leicester Group celebrates 40 years in the city
The Leicester Group of the Victorian Society was founded in 1977 - Malcolm Elliott,
one of our founder members, reflects on its early days.
Jim Dyos, Professor of Urban History at Leicester University, was unquestionably the
mainspring of our group in Leicester. His pioneering work on the development of
Camberwell in London established his reputation as the founder of urban history as
a study in its own right. As a citizen of Leicester and a member of the national
Victorian Society, he set about forming our local branch with characteristic flair and
energy. The inaugural meeting was held at The Guildhall. Wine and canapés brought
together members of the academic world as well as others interested in local history
and the development of the city.
Our first campaign
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in 1977, and I suggested at the
meeting that we might show our
concern for the Victorian architecture
of Leicester by urging its retention.
Our efforts on this occasion were
unsuccessful, but loss of the Vestry
St Margaret’s Vestry Hall, Humberstone Gate
Hall encouraged us to campaign
actively for other Victorian buildings.
Professor Dyos continued to chair meetings of the Leicester Group until his untimely
death just a couple of years later. During his all too brief time as chairman, he had
gathered a nucleus of able and enthusiastic members who were able to ensure the
continuance of the group. Dr Bill Brock, who succeeded Jim Dyos as chairman, has
recently sent us his collection of newsletters covering these early days, and it is
gratifying to see in them so many names of members who are still active in the group,
including Eileen Chambers, Rowan Roenisch and Richard Gill.
The group plans to mark its 40th anniversary in a number of ways later this year, including an
exhibition featuring buildings which have been given listed status as a result of our applications.
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Chairmen’s Report - this is a shortened version of the report delivered at the
AGM on 7th February 2017
Since our last AGM, we have enjoyed a total of seven talks or lectures, and five
outings or guided walks, continuing our pattern of having an event every month
throughout the year. Talks have included ‘Crematoria to Die For’, a fascinating look
at the early history and architecture of the cremation movement. Hilary Grainger,
chair of the national Victorian Society, placed Leicester’s Gilroes in its context as only
the second municipal crematorium in the country.
In October we moved our meetings from the Adult Education Centre on Wellington Street
to the splendid surroundings of the Bishop Street Methodist Church, and our first talk in
the new venue was on Lutyens and the Victoria Park War Memorial, by Elizabeth Blood.
Other speakers have included Will Gilding of Market Harborough talking about
Decorative Arts in Leicestershire from 1850, and Neil Crutchley on the Temperance
Hall promoted by Thomas Cook on Granby Street, for many years the principal
concert venue in the city, but demolished in 1960 following a number of years as a
cinema. Neil Finn gave a fascinating talk on John Flower, the Leicester Artist, and
Mike Taylor described the changes involved in updating his book The Quality of
Leicester for its new edition, published in November.
Our full day visit took place in May and comprised a visit to Stoke-on-Trent organised
and led by Mike Taylor and concentrating on the towns of Burslem and Hanley. A walk
round Burslem provided some memorable sights including the spectacularly decorated
Wegdwood Institute, the grand but sadly decaying façade of the Burslem Sunday
School and the grandly classical Old Town Hall. After a guided tour round the Middleport
Pottery we travelled to Hanley, to visit the museum and the vast 2000 seat Bethesda
Methodist Chapel. Once known as ‘The Cathedral of Methodism’, it was closed and
abandoned in 1985, but is now gradually being restored with the help of the Prince’s
Regeneration Trust. The interior, even in its relative decay, is a spectacular sight.
Evening walks around Birstall and Evington during June and July proved popular and
enjoyable and with a pre-arranged post-walk buffet at the White Horse in Birstall and
sandwiches and refreshments laid on in Evington House, these events gave us plenty
of time to socialise. In August we spent a glorious summer afternoon in the sylvan
setting of the Welford Road Cemetery and in September an evening in the Aylestone
Road Gas Museum - both trips were tremendously enjoyable and informative.
We had a major success in obtaining listed building status for the former Gutteridge
warehouse on Wellington Street – a splendid Venetian palazzo style factory. We were
delighted that Historic England agreed with our view that this building was sufficiently
distinctive to merit retention and preservation. Sadly we were less successful in our
application for the listing of Thorncroft – Thomas Cook’s London Road home built for
his retirement 1878. It is the only unmolested building left in Leicester associated with
a man whose name has worldwide significance, but in the view of Historic England,
“Thorncroft does not possess the evident architectural or historic interest to [justify
taking your] application forward to full assessment.”
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The Leicester Group is hoping to work more closely with Leicester Civic Society, but
sadly our early collaborations have not achieved notable success. The future of the
former Black Boy pub in Albion Street, remains uncertain and, despite vigorous
protest, we have lost the oldest buildings on London Road along with Arthur
Wakerley’s former house – all torn down for yet more student accommodation. We
also made a joint protest over the building of a ‘hub’ in the front garden of the Age UK
building on Humberstone Gate. Although the city planning officers argued strongly
against this damaging proposal, it was approved by the City Council.
In May several members of the Leicester Group met at the Turkey Café to present a
cheque to the young proprietor Ryan Biddles to help towards the admirable
restoration he is undertaking. Our president Richard Gill made the presentation and
the event was well reported in the local press.
2017 marks the 40th anniversary of the founding of the Leicester Group of the
Victorian Society, and we hope to organise a number of events later in the year to
mark this occasion. The group continues to be strong, and although the number of full
members of the Society living in Leicestershire continues to decline, attendance at
our meetings and other events is healthy. The Joint Chairmen would like to thank
everyone who contributes to the success of the group.
Neil Crutchley and Peter Ellis
Joint Chairmen

Buildings Sub Committee Report
A number of topics discussed by the Buildings sub-committee during the year have
already been mentioned in the Chairmen’s Report - our success with the Gutteridge
Factory, and our disappointment over Thomas Cook’s Thorncroft, together with the
loss of important buildings on London Road and the disfiguring development planned
by AgeUK in front of the former Wyggeston Girls’ School on Humberstone Gate,
against which we teamed up with the Civic Society for a joint protest.
We are still concerned about a number of the city’s major Victorian churches.
St Paul’s, Kirby Road continues to be abandoned: occasional plans for its re-use all
seem to come to nothing. Similarly, GG Scott’s massive church of St Saviour’s is
disused and deteriorating rapidly. The Church of England maintains its prohibition on
the sale of redundant churches to other faiths who might be happy to maintain them.
Large areas of Leicester now have a very small proportion of residents who regard
themselves as Christian, and a Christian Church is of no interest to them except as a
target for vandalism - it could surely be otherwise with a more enlightened attitude
from the CofE. One major Victorian church which does have a healthy congregation
is GE Street’s St Peter’s, Highfields, where ambitious plans were put forward a couple
of years ago which would have restored this fine church to something like its original
splendour. Sadly, the hoped-for funds have not been forthcoming, and the fabric is in
a poor state - the west door can now only be accessed through a tunnel of scaffolding
and corrugated sheeting to protect worshipers from masonry falling off the tower, and
despite still being in use, St Peter’s is on Historic England’s ‘Buildings at Risk’ register.
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The demand for student accommodation in the city seems to be inexorable, and most
of what is built appears to be of very low quality. Where our concern to maintain some
reminders of the Victorian city have been successful, such as the former hosiery
factory on Oxford Road (newsletter Autumn 2015), the sheer bulk of the surrounding
student block divorces it from its context.

Former Pares’ (NatWest)
Bank, St Martin’s (S Perkins
Pick - 1900-02), with detail of
one of the original stained
glass windows, now restored.

Good news is that the former NatWest Bank on St Martin’s (originally Pares’ Bank) has
at last opened as a restaurant - Middleton’s Steakhouse, and the former Savings Bank
on the other side of Greyfriars is now “Delilah”, a delicatessen and cafe. The future
for both these buildings had looked uncertain for many years, and we wish their new
owners every success in their splendid surroundings.
The news that 37-43 Rutland Street, the large and impressive building on the corner
of St George’s churchyard facing the Curve theatre, and now known as Shahista
House, may be given a new lease of life is also welcome. For many years this
building, by Harding & Topott, c1900, has been very run down and occupied by a
variety of tenants, but plans have been submitted for sympathetic conversion to good
quality retail and catering units on the ground floor, with residential accommodation
above. We hope that they will go ahead.
Victorian Society on-line Newsletter
Members of the Victorian Society already receive The Victorian several times a year.
The Society also publishes an on-line newsletter which is available to anyone who
requests it. This is a good way to find out about national campaigns, news and other
activities of the Society. Simply go to: https://goo.gl/jJO3WX to sign up for your free
copy. If you are already a full member, make sure the Society has your e-mail address
so that you receive the newsletter and other information automatically - simply e-mail
Richard Seedhouse - admin@victoriansociety.org.uk - quoting your membership
number (on the label of this newsletter or The Victorian) to update your details.
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Treasurer’s Report – 2016
Copies of the Balance Sheet for 2016 were circulated at the AGM, showing a surplus
of £506 for the year. We were fortunate to receive two exceptional donations during
the year, totalling £1,250. One was from the family of May Mensley, reported in an
earlier newsletter, in gratitude for the enjoyment May derived from her membership
of the Group for many years. These donations enabled us to spend nearly £400 to
buy our own digital projector for use at our new venue, and also to make a donation
of our own to the Turkey Café, as mentioned in the Chairmen’s Report. If this £600 is
set against the donations we received, you will see that in fact we made a small
operating loss of about £100 – nothing to worry about, but nothing to be complacent
about either.
The small donations which attendees make on the door at each of our meetings now
comprise the largest single source of income, at over £600, but whilst we were
meeting at Wellington Street, these rarely covered the cost of hiring the room, let
alone fees or expenses to our speakers. The move to Bishop Street, coupled with a
welcome increase in attendance, should ensure that the £2.50 per head donation at
meetings can start to make a contribution to the running costs of the group.
Subscribers to our local mailing list, for which the subscription remains at £7, also
help to defray running costs, particularly those of you who opt to receive our
newsletter by e-mail, since there are no printing or postage costs to be offset against
their subscriptions.
Not all our walks and coach trips make a surplus – some this last year resulted in a
loss. Attendance on our various outings has shown a significant reduction. I submit
an annual report to Priory Gardens each year, and for 2015 I reported five outings of
various sorts, supported by a total of 154 participants, for the five outings in 2016 the
equivalent figure was 88. It becomes more and more difficult to organise coach trips
that cover their costs – coach hire gets increasingly expensive, and coach trips do not
seem as popular as they were. All the Regional Groups are experiencing the same
problems - some groups have abandoned them altogether, only making visits to other
towns by private car or public transport.
Room hire, and printing and postage for the newsletter make up the bulk of our
expenses. Fees and expenses to speakers remain remarkably low, and I would like
to thank all those speakers who have so generously given their time and expertise
over the last year.
I would also like to thank Carl Klan for very kindly examining the accounts and signing
them off as a true record.
Cliff Dunkley
For many years an active member of the Victorian Society, and a committee member
of the Leicester Group, Cliff has recently moved to Portland House Residential Home,
Portland Road, Kirby Muxloe LE9 2EH. He would be pleased to hear from any old
friends from the Society. We send him our best wishes.
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Inglewood reassessed by Mike Taylor
An occasional series in which members talk about their favourite buildings in the area

In the 1984 Buildings of England volume for Leicestershire and Rutland Elizabeth
Williamson claims that Inglewood in Ratcliffe Road was designed in a ‘rural-sweetnessand-light mood’. I think there’s more to this great house than that, as I’ll explain.
Ernest Gimson designed Inglewood for himself and it was built in 1891-92. But this
was around the time that Gimson moved to Gloucestershire and he never lived at
Inglewood. Instead it had a series of long-term owners some of whom altered the
house to suit their own requirements.

Inglewood might have been lost in the early 1970s when a planning application was
submitted to demolish the house and redevelop the site. Leading experts on the Arts
and Crafts movement objected, Inglewood was listed in 1975 and spared destruction.
Listed building consent for demolition had been on the statute book only since its
introduction in the 1968 Town and Country Planning Act, so one of Leicester’s most
important buildings had a relatively narrow escape.
The fortunes of the house have been mixed but, in the past few years it has been owned
by Mr and Mrs Suddaby who have carried out a meticulous restoration. The Swithland
slate roof, one of the best examples in the city, has recently been re-laid and the
garden, complete with a Messenger greenhouse, has been redesigned to give the
house a beautiful setting. Inglewood is looking better now than it has for many years.
There is a story that the young Gimson showed a distinctly unimpressed William
Morris around Stoneygate. Perhaps Morris’s disdain influenced Gimson to produce
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work very different from the Queen Anne inspired houses around it, splendid though
many of them seem to us today.
I don’t subscribe to determinist theories of art history especially those that see the
development of architectural style as leading inevitably to the nirvana of the Modern
Movement. But I do think that Gimson was reaching out towards something original
at Inglewood.

Think of the big sawn-off prow of the White House. Still more think of the massive
chimney stack rising out of the Charnwood rock at Stoneywell. These are not
easy-on-the-eye, polite architectural gestures. And then think of the dramatic
interplay of angles at Inglewood between the long catslide roof sweeping through
three floors from ridge to eaves, the dormer roof and the tall vertical stair tower. The
Birmingham Arts and Crafts architect WH Bidlake, who had Leicester connections
and designed the Knoll in the University Botanic Garden, used the same arrangement
for his own house in Hartropp Road, Four Oaks. Both Gimson and Bidlake borrowed
motifs from the English vernacular but they chose them with a purpose and used
them boldly and expressively.
I hesitate to contradict Elizabeth Williamson, who I remember as an extremely erudite
and stylish member of English Heritage committees, but I do think that, while Inglewood
may have both lightness and sweetness, it is much more than ‘sweetness and light’.
We are lucky to have Inglewood in Leicester. And we are lucky to have had Ernest
Gimson and to be able to walk in his footsteps.
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Recent Leicester Group Activities
The Temperance Hall and Thomas Cook’s Hotel
A talk by Neil Crutchley - Tuesday 1st November 2016
Alcohol was all-pervasive in the early 19th century. It was cheap and relatively safe.
Water was often polluted and milk was also frequently unsafe to drink. This meant that
beer was drunk almost universally for refreshment and as an accompaniment to
meals, as it had been for generations. Children were given a weaker form of ale
known as small beer. Spirits became common during the 18th century, and became
associated with increasing drunkenness and immorality.
The Temperance Movement began in the USA, but spread to the UK in the 1830s.
The early societies condoned the drinking of beer but were totally opposed to the
consumption of spirits - their endorsement of beer drinking meant that local brewers
were often enthusiastic supporters! The character of the movement soon changed
however, following the adoption of the “total abstinence” or “teetotal” principle by the
Preston Society. There were very few large public halls, so public houses were often
used for public meetings. However the movement by its own actions all but debarred
itself from using these premises.
Despite opposition from publicans and some civic leaders, the movement was growing
at a rapid rate and accommodation was necessary for public meetings, rallies,
educational classes, services and refreshment. The Temperance Societies aimed to
keep their supporters away from temptation by establishing coffee houses and eating
houses, by opening reading rooms supplied with generally useful books, in addition to
the meetings held on behalf of Temperance.
Temperance Halls were built in increasing
numbers in the 1840s and 50s, generally in
a classical style reflecting the sobriety and
respectable nature of the cause. The
Leicester Temperance Hall Company was
formed in 1850, with Thomas Cook, a
devout
Baptist
and
Temperance
campaigner, as a director. The new Hall
was built on Granby Street, to the designs
of James Medland of Gloucester, who had
recently designed the chapels for the new
Welford Road Cemetery. In the classical
style, with a pediment and Corinthian
columns, it towered 57 feet above Granby
Street, and was able to seat 1,700, together
with a large orchestra and choir, when it
opened in September 1853.

The Temperance Hall on Granby Street, with
Thomas Cook’s Temperance Hotel beyond.
Photo c1905.
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Whilst building of the Hall was in progress, Cook decided to build a Temperance Hotel
on the adjoining plot, also to designs by Medland. This was opened just before the
Hall was completed, and served as a home and office for Cook and his wife as well as
a hotel. They remained there until the building of Thorncroft on London Road in 1879.
Thomas Cook had disapproved of many of the less morally uplifting events held at the
hall, and as a devout Baptist he did not welcome Leicester’s increasingly influential
‘free-thinkers’ who eventually built their own ‘Secular Hall’ in 1881. Despite this, the
Temperance Hall was Leicester’s main concert venue until the De Montfort Hall was
built in 1913, after which its fortunes declined. Eventually it was sold, and converted to
a cinema, finishing its life as the Essoldo before, with the rise of television, it was
demolished in 1960.
John Flower: ‘The Leicester Artist’, 1793-1861
A talk by Neil Finn – Tuesday 6th December 2016
John Flower is best known for his lithographs of old Leicester buildings, published in
1826 as a set of 25 plates. These are some of his earliest works, and form his only
published book: they show Leicester as a compact market town, essentially medieval
in character, where transport is largely on foot. Close inspection reveals Flower’s
attention to detail – shutters hanging from hinges, tattered bills and broken gutters.
They also demonstrate his understanding of the prevalent timber framed construction.
Neil took us through Flower’s career recording Leicester in its most transformative
period. Flower clearly saw it as his mission to preserve for posterity the streetscene of
his native town before it was swept away.
John Flower worked mainly in pencil - his watercolours were of variable quality. His
lack of published work may be due to his insistence on producing his own lithographic
plates. His favourite subjects were undoubtedly workaday structures; workers’
cottages, barns, mud walls and sheds, often semi-derelict. Flower did not neglect the
modern world: he travelled by train around the county and further afield, Wales being
a favourite destination. He recorded the contemporary railway scene, even here
preferring platelayers’ huts, sheds and the like.
He also accepted commissions. One view of Braunstone Hall showed where his
interests lay – the Hall itself is a rather sketchy outline in the distance - all the effort
and detail is in the workers’ cottages in the foreground!
Flower’s total output may exceed a thousand pieces although much is uncatalogued.
They are widely scattered, with examples in Stafford, Peterborough, Oxford and Cardiff,
as well as private collections. The Record Office in Wigston has around 200 items.
John Flower was born in 1793. His father was a wool comber whose early death left
the family in straightened circumstances. The young John was apprenticed to a
framework knitter, but his talents were encouraged by Dr Alexander of Danet’s Hall.
Mary Linwood arranged for him to study in London under landscape painter Peter
de Wint. He went on to work at a variety of local establishments. Personal recollections
of him are not always complimentary, describing him as pompous and moralising.
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John Flower was prominent in Leicester’s civic life: he was a member of various
Societies, a Town Councillor, and Chairman of the Footpath Association. He even
produced ‘scene of crime’ sketches for the police in those pre-photographic days!
Flower’s only surviving child was his daughter Elizabeth, an accomplished artist who
often accompanied her father.
Many thanks to Neil Finn
for a beautifully illustrated
and informative evening.
Finding and assembling
all the input for the talk
must have been a
mammoth
task,
but
showed how much we
owe John Flower for
leaving
us
such
a
comprehensive
and
evocative record of a
Leicester
transforming
itself
into
a
major
industrialised town.
John Flower: St Mary de Castro and the Castle Hall from
across the River Soar.
(Record Office for Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland).

Forthcoming events organised by the
Leicester Civic Society
Saturday 29th April at 10.30 am: Guided Walk: New Walk &
The Georgian New Town. Welford Place to Victoria Park
Gates. 2 hours 15 mins. £4.00. Advance booking.
Saturday 13th May: Coach Tour: 9.00 am from Secular Hall,
0915 am from University Botanical Gardens, Oadby, to Ickworth House,
Suffolk. Ickworth is a great Italian Palace set in a beautiful English Landscape. It houses
splendid collections of paintings, Regency furniture and Georgian silver. £33.50 (conc. £31.50)
Further discounts to National Trust and Leicester Civic Society members.
Saturday 27th May: 2017 Leicester Heritage Fair. Bishop Street Methodist Church 10.30 - 4.00
pm. Admission free. Exhibitors will include Leicester Civic Society, Leicester Group of the
Victorian Society, Leicestershire Industrial History Society and other heritage groups.
Saturday 17th June: Guided Walk: City of the Dead - The Secrets of Welford Road Cemetery.
Welford Road Gates at 10.30 am. 2 hours 15 mins. £4.00. Advance booking.
All enquiries and bookings for the society programmes of guided walks and coach tours to:
Stuart Bailey, 48 Meadow Avenue, Loughborough LE11 1JT. 01509-266818. Cheques to:
‘Leicester Civic Society’.

10

Summer Visits Programme - 2017
All our activities, including visits, are open to all subject to space limitations.
Our booking form ‘green sheet’ is only sent to members living in Leicestershire.
If you do not receive a booking form, but wish to participate in a bookable activity, the form
can be downloaded as a PDF from our website, or booking enquiries can be made direct to
Carole Face - 0116 267 5946
Please see ‘Booking Conditions’ on the Green Sheet

Thursday 11th May
Evening walk around Uppingham Road
There’s a lot of interesting Victorian domestic architecture along Uppingham Road.
There are also some very good churches. Development as a suburb began in the
1870s and many of the grander properties were built as homes for local business and
professional people. The properties were built to a high standard with some displaying
a surprising amount of striking sculptural detail. There’s also an Italianate country
house set in its own grounds and a domestic revival shop with a surprisingly large
public hall on the first floor.
Richard Gill and Neil Crutchley will look at both the architectural and social
development of an area that is still full of life and bustle, even though those grand
Victorian properties are now mostly flats and commercial premises.
Cost £5.
Meet at 7.00 pm at the junction of Overton Road and Uppingham Road.
(Closing date for bookings - Friday 28th April - see Green Sheet)
Tuesday 13th June 2017
Full day coach trip to Hull
UK City of Culture – 2017. We intend to visit The Guildhall (Edwin Cooper, 1905-16)
and the Roman Catholic church of St Charles Borromeo (various architects, 1830-96),
with its “opulent Baroque interior”. Other buildings in the central area include the
Ferens Gallery (good collection of Victorian and Edwardian paintings), Maritime
Museum (former Dock Office (1868-71) and St Mary’s church - medieval, but with
major restorations by GG Scott (1861-63) and Temple Moore (1912).
Cost: £25 - we are not aware of any admission charges, these would be extra if applicable.
Coach will depart Premier Inn, Narborough Road at 8.30 am (Return approx 7pm).
(Closing date for bookings - Tuesday 23rd May - see Green Sheet)
Tuesday 4th July
Evening walk in the Western Park area
A further visit to Leicester’s ‘Garden City’, continuing on from our previous walk in this
area in 2013, led by Richard Gill and Neil Crutchley.
Cost: £5
Meet 7.00 pm outside St Anne's Church on Letchworth Road.
(Closing date for bookings - Friday 16th June - see Green Sheet)
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◆

Meetings Programme - Spring 2017
All lectures take place in the Bishop Street Methodist Church
(Note new venue)
10a Bishop Street, Town Hall Square, Leicester LE1 6AF at 7.30 pm.
Our meetings are open to all, but we ask all attendees, whether or not they are members,
to register in order to comply with Fire Regulations, and to make
a contribution of £2.50 per person
towards the costs of room hire and other expenses.
Tuesday 7th March 2017

The Evils of Architectural Competitions
Penelope Harris
The Evils of Architectural Competitions: a potential road to success fraught with
mismanagement, corruption and disappointment.
Win a competition and you’re made ... or not! Competitions were fundamental to the
Victorian way of life: they were fundamental to the development of the architectural
profession. However they were also the subject of widespread corruption. There was no
guarantee that winners would be given the contract, and many architects considered the
best outcome was to be placed second. Numerous articles in The Builder and endless
discussions at the Royal Institution of British Architects as to how to improve the running
of competitions all failed. Selected high profile competitions will illustrate the difficulties
architects had to face.
Tuesday 4th April 2017

The Gothic Revival in Staffordshire
Danny Wells
Pugin, Street, Bodley and Shaw were all major Victorian architects who left a rich
legacy of Gothic Revival church building between 1840-1890 in Staffordshire. The
focus of this talk is primarily in the Staffordshire Moorlands. What was the Gothic
Revival and why was the Staffordshire Moorlands prominent in its development?
◆
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