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A hundred and seventy-five years ago, one of Leicester’s most distinctive and
eye-catching buildings was completed. The Belvoir Street Baptist Chapel soon
become known  in Leicester as the ‘Pork Pie Chapel’. Its striking, rotund form is unlike
anything else in the city centre and so has featured prominently in virtually every
Leicester guide-book since 1845.

Built as a replacement for the old Baptist chapel on Harvey Lane, which had become
far too small for its congregation due to the remarkable preaching abilities of Robert
Hall and his successor James Mursell, the new chapel was erected on land in
fashionable Belvoir Street. Its architect was Joseph Hansom, already known in
Leicester as the designer of the Non-conformist Proprietory School, now the New
Walk Museum. Hansom was a Roman Catholic who specialised in large-scale Gothic
churches and cathedrals. For the Belvoir Street Chapel he used the classical style,
beloved of non-conformists, which Hansom usually reserved for his secular buildings
such as Birmingham  and Lutterworth Town Halls and the New Walk Museum.
The finished building, which cost over £6,000 caused quite a stir. Reflecting the

Engraving of the new chapel from the Illustrated London News, October 1845.

175th anniversary of a Leicester landmark
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Chairmen’s Annual Report - delivered by Neil Crutchley at the AGM on 4th  February

The Group has enjoyed another busy season with a full complement of evening lectures
and summer outings. These have all been relatively well attended although we have
seen a small decrease in numbers turning up for evening talks, but this seems to be in
line with virtually all other groups and societies that meet in the evening. Parking has
been a problem at times, but I understand there is a concessionary evening rate at the
Newarke Street car park, which is not too far away, although perhaps not ideal for a wet
winter’s evening. However we are in good shape - certainly when compared to other
Victorian Society regional groups -  some of which have abandoned evening events and
others have dropped outings. So in many respects we are in good health.

There have been some fascinating talks, not least Alan Tyler’s presentation on
Stoneywell Cottage and the Gimsons, after last year’s AGM. In March Hugh Beavin
gave an interesting talk on Ada Lovelace, the calculating countess, and in April Dr Ian
Dungavell spoke on the history of Highgate Cemetery – which proved a superb
introduction to our June outing to the cemetery.

Bistrot Pierre was the venue for our enjoyable annual dinner on May 2nd and then on the
14th  Brian Screaton, author of a recent book on Thurnby Court, led us on a walk round

The finished building, which cost over £6,000 caused quite a stir. Reflecting the
national importance of the venture, an article, complete with a fine engraving of the
exterior of the chapel appeared in the Illustrated London News of  25th October 1845.
It stated: “The new Chapel is circular in plan [this is incorrect - it is actually D-shaped],
with galleries and other fittings, peculiar to [the Baptists]. The mode in which the light
is admitted, though somewhat novel as applied to places of worship, is found to be
highly efficient and to produce a very agreeable effect…The main chapel will seat
1,500 and there are also a lecture-room and school-room.”

The day of the opening was an auspicious event in the religious life of Leicester.
Arrangements were made with the directors of the Midland Railway for special trains
to be laid on, allowing worshippers to travel to the services from all parts of
Leicestershire, the surrounding counties and as far away as London and Yorkshire.
The services began at 7am and for the main morning service at 11am the chapel was
“densely crowded in every part”. After a celebratory luncheon for 300 people in the
New Hall, next door, followed by an afternoon of speeches, it was back to the chapel
for the evening service which drew a congregation of almost 2,000.  The Illustrated
London News reported that “In the evening the Chapel, lighted up with gas presented
a brilliant appearance. It was full to overflowing and many hundreds could not obtain
entrance.” The total of the day’s collections amounted to £760 – a huge sum for 1845.

The ‘Pork Pie’ Chapel survived as a place of worship until 1940 when its remaining
congregation joined with Charles Street Baptist Church. The chapel and its ancillary
rooms were sold to Leicester Corporation in 1946 and were converted into the
Leicester College of Adult Education (where the Leicester Group held its meetings for
many years). The Grade II listed chapel itself has recently been restored and has
been given a new lease of life as the Hansom Hall, Leicester’s new wedding,
conference, music and theatre venue.
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Thurnby and Bushby, which ended with lunch at the Rose and Crown. In June we had
our coach outing to London visiting Highgate Cemetery and the magnificent Victorian
churches of St Augustine, Kilburn (Pearson) and St Mary Magdalene, Paddington
(Street). All three venues proved a revelation and the trip was a highlight of the summer.

Stamford was the destination for another fascinating outing. On a hot and sunny July
day we discovered that there was more Victorian architecture in this fine Georgian town
than any of us realised. In August we visited Humberstone for a walk to the pioneering
Garden Suburb and the Parish Church of St Mary, impressively restored by Raphael
Brandon. Again, this outing proved to be both educational and enjoyable. In early
September Leicester’s Town Hall and the Grand Hotel made for a fascinating afternoon
visit, ending with what I’m told was an excellent tea courtesy of the Grand Hotel

This season’s evening talks began with John Burton’s superb presentation on George
Eliot and the Bird Grove connection given in the author’s bi-centenary year. I think
everyone present felt that here was an expert who was absolutely on top of his subject.
November saw my co-chair’s outstanding collection of photographs of buildings listed
by the Leicester Group over the course of its existence and I think many present were
astounded to find that we have been successful in over 60 cases, something we have
to be proud of as not all local groups have had anything like this success.

In December Sam Dobson brought Sir Edward Elgar to life in his audio visual talk on
Elgar, the man and his music, and in January we learnt a great deal about George
Baxter, a pioneer of colour printing for the masses in a splendid presentation by
Roger Smith and members of the New Baxter Society.

Thanks are due to the outings organisers: Carole Face, Peter Ellis, Mike Taylor, and
Paul Griffiths and again to Carole for organising the speakers. Thanks too to Mike

Browne’s Hospital, Stamford. North  range, by James Fowler 1870.
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Treasurer’s Report - delivered by Peter Ellis at the AGM on 4th February

Copies of the Balance Sheet for 2019 were circulated, showing a surplus of £261.71
for the year, as against a loss of over £700 last year.  This loss was due to a number
of exceptional items, and this year’s figures are more typical. We aim to make a small
surplus each year, so that we have funds for any exceptional items when they occur.

Donations at the door for meetings are slightly up on last year, despite the difficulty
we have in getting publicity for our meetings, now that the Leicester Mercury is no
longer produced in the city. Sales of secondhand books donated by members
continue to be a valuable source of income – we are grateful to members who donate
them, and also to those who man the bookstall at our meetings.

Subscriptions to our local mailing list appear to be slightly down, but this is simply a
reflection of whether members renew before or after the end of the year, so it always
fluctuates and cannot be taken as an indication of how many local subscriptions we have.

On the cost side, donations to speakers, including travelling expenses, are broadly
similar to last year, and again we grateful that a number of our speakers have
provided their services free of charge.

On the membership side, I have to report that there are currently just 43 full members
of the Victorian Society living in our catchment area of Leicester and Leicestershire –
approximately half the figure I quoted at the first AGM at which I reported in 2004.
Local subscribers who have renewed before this AGM total 22, and there are 11
members who supported us last year who have still to renew. Throughout my period
as Treasurer and Membership Secretary the number of local subscribers has
fluctuated around the mid-30s, so this figure has remained fairly constant.

I would like to thank Carl Klan for very kindly examining my accounts and signing
them off as a true record.

Wilson who has been very helpful in organising the bookstall at recent evening talks
and to Nick Knight and David Rhodes for setting up the equipment.

I continue to represent the group on the Mayor’s Heritage Partnership and Peter
represents us on the Conservation Advisory Panel. We have both given talks to
various other groups and societies, including the Leicester Civic Society, the
Leicestershire and Rutland Family History Society, the Wigston Historical Society, the
Wigston Civic Society and the Desford History Society.

Things are fairly quiet on the planning and listing front at present but we are ever
vigilant. On that subject, the former Buildings Sub-committee has been subsumed
into the general committee and we now operate on an ‘as necessary’ basis, which
seems to be working well, as we can all get in touch very quickly via email and discuss
any planning or conservation matters as they arise.

Finally our thanks to all committee members for their help and support and of course
to you, our loyal members and supporters, who make the Group what it is today.
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Recent Leicester Group Activities

Tuesday 1st October 2019
George Eliot and the Bird Grove Connection - A talk by John Burton

On his marriage in 1841, Mary Ann Evans’ brother Isaac succeeded their father as
the manager of Lord Newdegate’s Arbury Hall estate and with it the tied property, Griff
House, which the Evans family had occupied for most of her life. Her mother having
died five years earlier and her formal education over, Mary Ann, better known by her
pen name George Eliot, dutifully took up a role as attentive and dependent daughter
and the first phase of her life ended. Aged 21, she and her father moved to Bird
Grove, an elegant semi-detached Regency-style townhouse standing in what had
been open country on the northern edge of Coventry, famed for its silk ribbon
manufacture, and a short coach ride from Arbury.

John Burton began by describing Mary Ann’s birth at South Farm on the Arbury estate
and the happy childhood spent at Griff House, to which the family soon moved and
her affection for local places. He examined her relationship with her parents, siblings
and the great variety of people she met as a result of her father’s job (many later
appearing, in some form, in her novels). He also highlighted the importance of her
early religious experiences and education; informally in the library of Arbury Hall and
at a succession of local institutions including, as a teenager, the boarding school in
Coventry run by the Misses Franklin, sisters to GB Franklin, headteacher of the
Leicester Proprietory School on New Walk and founder in 1859 of Stoneygate School.

Mary Ann and her father remained at Bird Grove until his death in 1849 and John
explained how this period contributed to her becoming the George Eliot we all know.
Studious and eager to learn, she became friends with the families of manufacturers
Joseph Cash and Charles Bray and was introduced to their Rosehill Circle (named
after the Brays’ home) which debated topical moral and intellectual questions,
including those relating to religion. Mary Ann began to examine the orthodoxies with
which she had grown up and, when her father died, she did not return to her brother’s
household at Arbury as a spinster aunt. Instead she travelled to Switzerland with the
Brays, staying on in Geneva and then returning to England to the London home
of John Chapman, a radical publisher whom she had met at Rosehill and who had
purchased the campaigning journal The Westminster Review. She became its
assistant editor in 1851 and the rest – as John showed us – is history.

The last 150 years have not treated Bird Grove kindly. Reduced by the demolition of
the adjoining property, hemmed in by modern development and unused since it
ceased to be a Bangladeshi Community Centre, it cuts a forlorn figure despite its
Grade II* listed status. 2019 was the bicentenary of George Eliot’s birth and John
hopes that this, together with Coventry’s becoming city of culture in 2021, will provide
the right environment for a restoration project to emerge. We hope so too. This was
a fascinating and far-reaching talk into the life and local connections of one of
England’s greatest novelists and a most remarkable woman.
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Tuesday 5th November 2019
These We Have Listed - an illustrated talk by Neil Crutchley and Peter Ellis

It is generally accepted that Leicester was badly served by the initial process  of
‘Listing’ buildings of architectural interest or historic importance. The original
inspectors, perhaps typically of the time, clearly had limited interest in Victorian
architecture and many of the finest buildings from the city’s most prosperous era
escaped notice. Since the Leicester Group of the Victorian Society was formed in
1979 it has tried systematically to remedy this situation.

Following the death of our former chairman, Jon Goodall, in 2015 a document came
to light detailing approximately 60 buildings for which the Leicester Group had
obtained listed status. Peter Ellis was struck by two things: firstly how many of
Leicester’s best-known and most distinguished buildings would not have been listed
had it not been for the work of the Leicester Group, and secondly, as a relative
newcomer to the area, how many of the Group’s listing successes in the city he did
not know. This prompted him to seek them out and, with the help of Co-chairman Neil
Crutchley, to build up a photographic record of the Group’s achievement during its
first 40 years.

Whereas now Historic England are unlikely to consider a listing request unless the
building in question is deemed to be at immediate risk, this was not always the case.
In the past members of the Group carried out thematic surveys of the city’s Victorian
schools, or coffee houses, or the work of specific architects such as Arthur
Wakerley, and submitted the best examples to be considered for listing. This is no
longer an option, so inevitably the rate of listings has slowed over recent years.

Melbourne Hall Evangelical Free Church - Goddard and Paget, 1881. Listed
Grade II* in 2002, following an application by the Leicester Group.
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However, recent successes include the former Gutteridge factory on Wellington
Street, and the main sections of the former Fenwick’s store on Market Street and
Belvoir Street, including the original shop built for Joseph Johnson in 1880 to the
design by Isaac Barradale.

An album of photographs is available at: http://bit.ly/2x4ahp9

Tuesday 3rd December 2019
Sir Edward Elgar: The Man and His Music, a talk by Sam Dobson, Secretary of The
East Midlands Branch of the Elgar Society

Edward William Elgar was born in June 1857 at Broadheath, near Worcester.  His
father William Henry had a music shop in Worcester and his mother Ann brought up
their seven children in the Catholic faith. Edward was regarded as “a dear, sweet,
innocent and guileless child”, who composed musical pieces at the age of 11. He had
the advantage of growing up in a practical music atmosphere and studied the music
available in his father’s shop. He taught himself to play several musical instruments
and was a self-taught composer; evidence of the strong determination behind his
original and unique genius. For years he struggled against the apathy, prejudice,
religious bigotry and class consciousness of late Victorian society.

The young Elgar became music master at Powick Asylum and was ahead of his time
in composing music for the Friday night dances enjoyed by the patients there. But
what of Edward’s private life? He was engaged to Helen Weaver and was
heartbroken when she ended the arrangement after 18 months. He sought comfort
with the family of his friend Doctor Buck of Giggleswick in North Yorkshire. The letters
sent between them during 50 years of friendship have survived.

Edward met his future wife, Caroline Alice Roberts, known as Alice, when she was
his pupil. Alice, the daughter of the late Major General Sir Henry Roberts and his late
wife, was eight years’ his senior. She was described as “dumpy, a dragon and a
snob”. Her aunts and cousins disapproved of the match, regarding Edward as the son
of a tradesman; a music teacher without prospects. Having no money, Edward’s
engagement gift to Alice was the beautiful composition, Salut d’amour. They married
at the Brompton Oratory in 1889; Alice had faith in Edward’s emerging genius and
played a vital part in the development of his career.

Slowly, through his early works such as the Imperial March, King Olaf, Caractacus
and the Dream of Gerontius, his reputation began to spread. He was in his 40s before
his breakthrough came with his composition of the Enigma Variations which helped
to put him in the front rank of composers of the time.

In 1901 Pomp and Circumstance March Number 1, Opus 39, made its debut. The
central theme came to be known as Land of Hope and Glory and was said by Elgar
to be “a tune that will knock them flat and comes once in a lifetime!” Edward Elgar was
knighted in 1904, a fitting award for the man who transformed the status of the
musical profession in England.
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7th January 2020
A colourful look at Victorian times through the prints of George Baxter
A talk by Roger Smith, assisted by fellow members of the New Baxter Society

Like the subjects of some of our previous talks such as Joseph Paxton and George
Eliot, George Baxter was a Victorian hero, even though he came as a discovery to
many members. Born in Lewes in 1804, the son of a prominent newspaper printer,
George became an
accomplished artist and
printer before pioneering
methods of colour
printing, and developing
his prints into a lucrative
and diverse business.

Up to this time most prints
were monochrome,
although sometimes
hand-coloured - a slow
process which produced
variable results.  But
George Baxter wanted
colour, and set about
developing techniques to
achieve it. In 1827 he
married Mary, daughter of
Robert Harrild, a London-
based manufacturer of
printing machinery, and
he moved to London and
set up home and business
in Northampton Square.
The process he
developed involved
meticulously building up
colours, sometimes using
up to 24 colour blocks, all
carefully registered, on a
monochrome first
impression, a process
repeated for each image.

By 1829 Baxter published his first colour print, of butterflies. Natural history was one
of his favoured subjects and in 1834 he produced the frontispiece for R Mudie’s The
Feathered Tribes of the British Isles. Later The Cabinet of Paintings (1837) was the
first book to be entirely illustrated by colour prints. Queen Victoria’s coronation the

Lover’s Letterbox - a typical Baxter ‘genre’ print.
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same year was the subject of the first of a series of complex prints of national
occasions.

He received an honourable mention for printing at the Great Exhibition in 1851, an
event which was at once a fertile subject for illustration and a market for his prints, as
was a similar event in New York in 1853. Although still laborious, his process was the
first that allowed coloured images to be mass produced, and he explored new markets
for such ephemera as needle boxes, labels and tickets. The growth of Sunday Schools
produced a market for reward cards handed to pupils as proof of attendance.  Some
of Baxter’s prints lapsed into what we would now see as Victorian sentimentality and
he frequently expressed his own religious convictions and those of his customers in
work showing the activities of the Missionary Society.

Several of Baxter’s apprentices set up on their own account in franchises widening the
scope of Baxter’s methods and applications. Baxter spent the latter years of his life in
Sydenham and is buried at Christ Church, Forest Hill, his monument is listed Grade II.

Baxter prints have now become collectors’ items, and the New Baxter Society exists
to share knowledge of the man and his work.  Roger Smith’s talk was beautifully
illustrated by slides and by real printing blocks and prints displayed by his fellow
members of the New Baxter Society. This was a splendid start to 2020.

During 2019 we lost three long-standing members of the Victorian Society, all of
whom had been active members of the Leicester Group.

Marion Hare served on the Leicester committee for many years. A retired
schoolteacher, and latterly head teacher, her interests and knowledge were
wide-ranging. For over 40 years she was an active member of the Richard III
Society of which she was appointed Honorary President. A keen supporter of the
Labour Party, she stood for election as a councillor for Oadby and Wigston in the
1970s. Had she won that seat she would, no doubt, have been a doughty fighter
for the causes she believed in.  She was involved with the Leicester Group of the
Victorian Society from soon after its inception, and her roles on the committee
included bookings secretary, and she also edited and produced the newsletter.

Rachel Goddard had been an active member of the Group for many years, and
until recently a keen supporter of our events.

Brigid Fisher was also an active member of the Group and participated in many
of its activities, most recently the trip to London in June 2019.
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Summer Programme - 2020
All our activities, including visits, are open to all subject to space limitations.

Our booking form ‘Green Sheet’ is only sent to members living in Leicestershire.
If you do not receive a booking form, but wish to participate in a bookable activity, the form
can be downloaded as a PDF from our website, or booking enquiries can be made direct to

Carole Face - 0116 267 5946

Wednesday 13th May 2020.
A walk round Victorian Market Harborough

Market Harborough is a small town with a wealth of delightful architectural styles. We
will concentrate on Victorian gems which include the Congregational Church of 1844
by Leicester architect William Flint; the former Peacock Hotel of 1879; the Baptist
Chapel where Thomas and Marianne Cook worshiped; the Midland Railway Station
and the Cattle Market Settling Rooms.

After a break for lunch, we will regroup at the former Symington Building in Adam and
Eve Street, with its large windows and distinctive drainpipes based on the decorative
stitching on the corsets once manufactured there. The Harborough Museum is on the
first floor of this building and houses many interesting displays including: Market
Harborough’s industrial past; life in the town during the war;  working  in the corset
factory; 17th century toys found in the church; and films by local movie makers.  This
will be a free flow visit which we will be able to enjoy at leisure.

The visit will be by members’ own cars or public transport
Meet 10.30am at The Old Grammar School next to St. Dionysius Church (LE16 7NB)
Guided by Michael Taylor and  Carole Face
Cost £7.50. Limited places available
(Closing date for bookings: 29th April - see Green Sheet)
Leaders’ mobile phones - for use on the day only - 07793 056103 and 07928 342546

Tuesday 16th  June 2020
Full day coach trip to Shrewsbury

This full day visit to Shrewsbury will include a visit to the Catholic Cathedral, St Chad’s
Church and Ditherington Flax Mill.

In 1852 John, 16th  Earl of Shrewsbury commissioned AWN Pugin to design the Catholic
Cathedral of Our Lady Help of Christians and St Peter of Alcantara. It was to be the last
of his many commissions to AWN Pugin who died in the autumn of that year, followed by
the Earl a few weeks later. The church was completed in 1856 to a more modest design
by Edward Pugin, and under the patronage of Bertram, 17th Earl of Shrewsbury.

The architect George Steuart, who was also responsible for nearby Attingham Park
(NT), was commissioned to design a replacement for the medieval St Chad’s,
following its collapse in 1788. Steuart apparently submitted several designs, including
one with a unique circular nave. Despite apparently being rejected by the Parish
Council, it was this design which was built and opened in 1792.
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The views expressed in this newsletter are those of the contributors and do not necessarily
represent those of the Editor or of The Victorian Society.

The Victorian Society, 1 Priory Gardens, London W4 1TT
Registered as a Charity No 1081435 and a Company limited by guarantee

Registered in England, No 3940996.  Registered office as above.

Published by the Leicester Group of the Victorian Society
Joint Chairmen: Neil Crutchley and Peter Ellis
Membership: Peter Ellis - 01455 291694 - ellisdesign@talktalk.net
Events Bookings: Carole Face - 0116 267 5946
Website: http://www.victoriansociety.org.uk/leicester/

Follow us on Twitter @LeicVicSoc

Tuesday 7th July 2020
Who designed and lived in a house like this?

Isaac Barradale, Joseph Goddard, Stockdale Harrison, Cecil Ogden, Amos Hall and
James Frank Smith all designed houses in the part of Stoneygate to be explored on
this walk, led by the Group’s president, Richard Gill and co-chair, Neil Crutchley.

Stoneygate Road, Sandown Road, Alexandra Road and the corresponding section of
London Road contain some splendid examples of Victorian villas, detached houses,
elegant terraces and at least one ‘urban estate’. These were the homes of some of
Leicester’s leading citizens and this walk will feature the finest of these houses and
information about their original owners.

Meet 7.00pm at the corner of Stoneygate Road and London Road
Cost £5.
(Closing date for bookings 23rd June - see Green Sheet)
Leader’s mobile phone - for use on the day only - 07757 999286

Ditherington Flax Mill, 1796-1800 by Charles Bage, is recognised as the first
successful building in the world to use cast iron, wrought iron and brick to replace the
combustible timber beams and joists used in industrial buildings up to that date. It is
listed Grade I. After almost 100 years as a Flax Mill it was converted to become a
Maltings, and this in turn closed in 1987. After a period of dereliction, the mill was
purchased by Historic England in 2005, and has been the subject of a major
restoration project.

Coach will pick up at Glebe Road, Oadby at 8.30am and Braunstone Lane East at
8.45am (outside Tool Hire depot). Return approx 7.00pm
Cost £35 including admission to the sites listed
(Closing date for bookings 29th April please to avoid loss of coach deposit)
Please indicate your preferred pick-up point clearly on Green Sheet.
Leader’s mobile phone - for use on the day only - 07775 637983



12

Meetings Programme - Spring 2020

Tuesday 7th April 2020
The restoration of Darnall Works, Sheffield

A talk by Andrew Shepherd

The Crucible Furnace shop at Darnall Works in Sheffield was built between 1835 and
1872 for the Sanderson Brothers. It is both a Scheduled Monument and a listed
building. Forty-eight crucible hearths allowed large cast articles to be made, using the
continuous teeming method, despite the relatively small amount of steel that could be
produced in the individual crucibles. In addition there are ancillary spaces for the
manufacture of the clay crucibles used in the process.

The crucible shop fell out of use in 1943 and became derelict before repair of the
external envelope was carried out in 2006. Despite these repairs, the site remains
disused, and the future of this rare surviving industrial complex is thus uncertain.

Andrew Shepherd is a conservation architect who has lived and practised in Sheffield
for over 40 years, primarily being involved with ecclesiastical and historic industrial
buildings.  He has been engaged with professional education, being the former
Director of the postgraduate Buildings Conservation course at the Architectural
Association School of Architecture in London.

All meetings take place in the Bishop Street Methodist Church,
10a Bishop Street, Town Hall Square, Leicester  LE1 6AF at 7.30 pm.

Our meetings are open to all, but we ask all attendees, whether or not they are members
to register in order to comply with Fire Regulations, and to make

a contribution of £2.50 per person towards the costs of room hire and other expenses.
We recommend parking in the City Council’s Newarke St car park - standard charge £2 for arrival after 5.00pm

A contemporary print illustrating work being carried out in a crucible shop.
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