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New Lease of Life for Leicester Central Station
The massive new development taking place on the corner of Vaughan Way and
Highcross Street may not appear to have much to offer members of the Victorian
Society and other enthusiasts for Victorian architecture. However, the site backs on
to Great Central Street and the frontage of the former Central Station, long one of the
most depressing and neglected of the city’s major Victorian buildings.

This month, March 2019, sees the 120th anniversary of the opening of the Great
Central Railway line in Leicester.  From its origins as the Manchester, Sheffield and
Lincolnshire Railway its extension to London was due to the ambition of its Chairman,
Edward Watkin. He also chaired the South Eastern Railway and the Metropolitan,
and envisaged services to the continent via a Channel Tunnel.

Professor Jack Simmons, a historian both of Leicester and the railways, wrote “It
strode across the western edge of the Old Town in 1899, on a blue-brick viaduct,
three-quarters of a mile long. It shouldered aside all the obstacles in its path … This
railway, built at prodigious cost, did little to benefit the town. It is true that it broke the
monopoly of the Midland Company … but there is scanty evidence that these
services were found unsatisfactory. The new company built an imposing goods
warehouse south of its station. It probably offered a superior service for goods ... But
there is nothing whatever to show that it increased the town's prosperity. It was a
splendid railway to look at, and agreeable to travel by; but in economic terms it was
a total failure.” Despite this, the line survived until the 1960s, when most of the route,

including the section
through Leicester, fell to
Dr Beeching’s axe.

This photograph from the
1920s shows the station
in happier times, with
passenger and parcel
services in evidence.
Designed by Alexander
Ross, engineer-in-chief to
the railway company, the
station was fronted by an
attractive brick and
terracotta porte-cochère
surmounted by a line of
curving gables and
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ornamental urns. Following closure, much of the station was progressively
dismantled, and very little now remains at platform level, which is presumably why the
remnants are not listed, but the attractive porte-cochère survived, shorn of its line of
gables, which were replaced by a simple but overpowering brick wall. It was
subdivided, and has been used for vehicle repair workshops, taking on an
increasingly run down appearance.

All this is now changing - Great Central
Street is to become a plaza, “Great
Central Square”, and the old porte-
cochère has been cleaned and
re-roofed, and the facade is now topped
by a line of glazed gables - not quite as
fine as the originals perhaps, but much
more in keeping with the station
frontage than the brick wall. When the
development is complete it is intended
that the old station buildings will re-open
as a leisure facility.

Artist’s impression of the new Great Central
Square, with the refurbished station building.

Image courtesy Charles Street Buildings
Group.

Front cover photograph from Leicester
Mercury archive.
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Chairmen’s Annual Report - delivered by Neil Crutchley at the AGM on 5th February

The Group enjoyed a successful 40th anniversary season with three celebratory
events: an Anniversary Dinner at Devonshire Place in May and an Anniversary Garden
Party at Swallowcroft, home of members Pat and Peter Carr in June. Both events were
well attended with a waiting list for Swallowcroft. During May we mounted an exhibition
of photographs showing buildings for which the Leicester Group has been successful
in obtaining listed building status.

We also took part in the Leicester Heritage Fair held at the end of May. Our stall was
placed next to the start of our photographic exhibition and with that and our own
display boards and Denis Calow’s stunning collection of images of Leicester streets
that have since been demolished, we had a very successful day. Sadly it was the last
event attend by Civic Society Chairman Stuart Bailey, who also arranged the fair.

Summer walks and outings drew good numbers. In May, Paul Griffiths organised an
excellent coach trip to Northampton that included visits to St Matthew’s church,
Godwin’s spectacular Guildhall and 78 Derngate with its stunning interior decoration by
Charles Rennie Mackintosh. In July Sophie Noon and Mike Taylor led an entertaining
and informative guided walk round the Greyfriars Townscape Heritage area which also
included a visit to Leicester Cathedral. In August Carole Face arranged an afternoon
outing to St Paul’s Woodhouse Eaves, designed by William Railton (of Nelson’s
Column fame).  This included a number of talks about the church’s fascinating history.
We were made extremely welcome by members of the church whose enthusiasm and
love for the building added a great deal to our enjoyment.

For our April meeting we were pleased to welcome Christopher Costelloe, Director of
the national Victorian Society, who gave us a talk on the post-war redevelopment of
the City of London, with archive photographs of many of the buildings we have lost.
Earlier in the day Chris was taken on a tour of Victorian buildings in Leicester, which
led him to suggest that we might host a future AGM of the national Society here.

More recently we have had talks by Carole Face on William Timpson, a Victorian boot
and shoe man, Sir Kent Woods on Leicester’s debt to a Victorian engineer, Joseph
Gordon, Dr Sue Barton on the history of Western Park and Mark Mitchley on William
Flint, Leicester’s classical architect. We opened the season with Martin Bryers the
chapel organist playing the splendid organ at Bishop Street, the case of which is one
of the finest in the Midlands.

The Group continues to campaign for the preservation and restoration of the city’s
Victorian heritage and Peter represents us on the Conservation Advisory Panel and
I attend the City Mayor’s Heritage Partnership. The joint chairmen also attended the
national society’s local chairpersons’ conference in Sheffield where we found that we
had much in common with other local groups of which there are just a handful. In fact
compared to some, we are in robust health. The Victorian Society has only a
half-dozen regional groups like ours – most parts of the country are unrepresented,
so we should be grateful to those members who had the foresight to establish a group
here in Leicester 40 years ago.
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Treasurer’s Report - delivered by Peter Ellis at the AGM on 5th February

Copies of the Balance Sheet for 2018 were circulated at the AGM showing a loss of
£712.90 for the year, which at first sight looks a bit alarming.  However, the
Chairmen’s Report has mentioned of a number of things that the Group did during our
40th anniversary year. The Garden Party at Swallowcroft was put on as a gesture of
thanks to those members who have supported us over the years, and although Pat
and Peter Carr kindly invited us to their home free of charge, and generously provided
all the wine for the event, it was always understood that the catering costs would be
borne by the Group. The exhibition of photographs that was held at Bishop Street also
involved costs for room hire and printing.

Donations at the door for meetings are down on last year, reflecting a drop in
attendance. Now that the Leicester Mercury is no longer produced in the city, we do
not have access to publicise our meetings in the local newspaper, and this has
undoubtedly had an effect on attendance. This is a matter for concern in itself, quite
apart from the fact that these donations are one of our main sources of income.

On the cost side, donations to speakers, including travelling expenses, are well down on
last year, reflecting the fact that a number of our speakers have provided their services
free of charge. The portmanteau item for ‘Committee Expenses’ is also well down.

I would like to thank Carl Klan for very kindly examining the accounts and signing
them off as a true record.

Membership continues to decline: there are currently just 44 full members of the
Victorian Society living in our catchment area of Leicester and Leicestershire –
approximately half of the figure I quoted at the first AGM at which I reported in 2004.
The number of local subscribers who pay a small annual fee to be on our mailing list,
without committing to full membership of the Society remains constant in the mid-30s.
It seems to be a fact of life that people no longer join societies in the way that they did,
and unless this trend can be reversed the outlook for groups such as ours is not good.

This season has seen the death of two distinguished former members: Joan North
and Cliff Dunkley. Cliff was possibly a founder member of the Group – he was
certainly a valued member of the committee for many years. He could come across
as irascible and opinionated, but the more one got to know him the more one
appreciated his wide-ranging knowledge, his great sense of humour and his down-to-
earth common sense. We were also very sorry to hear of the death of Stuart Bailey,
Chairman of the Leicester Civic Society and good friend to our group. I was asked to
give a tribute to him on behalf of the Group at his memorial event in the City Rooms.

We have arranged what we hope will be an attractive summer programme of trips
and walks, some local, others further afield.

Finally we would like to thank the members of the committees, both the general
committee and the Buildings Sub-Committee for their hard work and commitment
over the past year.
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Buildings Sub Committee
A number of cases of ongoing concern continue to exercise the Sub-Committee,
although there have been few new major cases in the last few months.

New proposals for the former Fenwick’s store have been approved after the previous
ones were withdrawn. The ground floor and basement will be primarily commercial and
retail space, and there is to be a roof extension, largely invisible from ground level, to
incorporate a bar and restaurant facility. Intermediate floors will be residential, with a
high proportion of the proposed units having no access to natural light. (20182478).

The former factory at 11-13 Wellington Street, which we managed to get listed in
2016, continues to deteriorate, and we have asked the City Conservation Officer to
investigate the intentions of its owner.

We have expressed our concern about the proposed new building to replace the
former ‘song school’ at the Cathedral. Whilst supportive of the idea of a ‘Heritage
Learning Centre’ in this location, we feel that the proposed building would not
enhance the conservation area and would be totally out of keeping with the
Cathedral. James Hughes, the Society’s Churches Officer at Priory Gardens, is also
involved in this case, and his view is similar to our own.

Note: Where application numbers are given, details can be viewed on the Leicester
City Council website - www.leicester.gov.uk -  and follow the links to “Search Planning
Applications Database”  (or  https://goo.gl/7VrKMs )

Recent Leicester Group Activities
William Timpson – A Victorian Boot and Shoe Man (1849-1929)
A Talk by Carole Face - Tuesday 2nd October 2018

The evening opened with Martin Briers, Bishop Street’s resident organist, giving a
brief history of the Church’s fine organ. This was originally installed in 1858,
purchased  from Groves & Mitchell of London for £195, and incorporates casework
originally from another Leicester church, St Margaret’s. The casework is now
believed to be the work of Christopher Shrider (1680-1751). The organ is listed Grade
II*. Martin concluded by playing the Elegy by Sir George Thalben-Ball.

Carole, a distant relative of William Timpson, then gave her talk about the founder of
a company that still flourishes – with a household name. Timpson was born in
Rothwell, Northamptonshire in 1849; the youngest of eight children living in a small
cottage in Crown Yard. By the age of 8 he was already making money by making and
selling leather boot laces and carrying boots from Rothwell to Kettering for repairs.

At the age of 11 William left school and was apprenticed to his elder brother Charles
in Manchester. Harshly treated, he returned to Rothwell to learn shoe making and
repairing. At the age of 16 William returned to Manchester, this time to join his brother
in law, Walter Joyce, with whom he started a retail boot and shoe business on
Oldham Road. By the time he was 21, William had started his own business in
Manchester. Success enabled him to open more shops around Manchester.
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Although the business was based in Manchester, William moved back to Kettering for
health reasons. He opened factories there but travelled to Manchester regularly for
nearly 40 years. With the business growing, a new Manchester warehouse was
opened in 1895, capable of holding 40,000 pairs of shoes.

William died on 23rd January 1929, as quietly and calmly as he had lived. His funeral
was held in Kettering and even though it was a Saturday afternoon, shops closed as
a mark of respect and the people of Kettering lined the streets as his funeral
procession passed through the town.

William Timpson was an enlightened employer by contemporary standards,
employing women as store managers, and providing an annual managers’ picnic.
Under Sir John Timpson, the present owner, who bought the company back from the
Hanson Trust, Timpson’s continues the ethos of its founder, with seven holiday
homes and one in ten of their employees being an ex-offender. The family motto is
“Probite et Labore” – integrity and industry; echoes of their founder’s solid Victorian
virtues – cautious but shrewd.

Leicester’s Debt to a Victorian Engineer: Joseph Gordon 1837-1889
A talk by Professor Sir Kent Woods - 6th November 2018

Victorian Leicester was not a healthy place, in fact the borough’s public health record
was particularly bad judged against national standards. Infant mortality was around
25% - much worse than the Third World today. Death rates were highest in summer,
leading the Medical Officer of Health, Dr Crane, to conclude that heat was the cause,
even though Leicester’s climate was not unusually warm. Crane ruled out the
importance of poor sanitary conditions, subscribing to the popular view that diseases
were caused by bad air or ‘miasmas’. Cholera first broke out in India in the 19th
century, but spread to Britain where there were major outbreaks in 1831-32, 1848-49
and 1853-54, with casualties running into tens of thousands.

In London Dr John Snow (1813-58) questioned the miasma theory. In his pioneering
work on epidemiology he noted the localised nature of cholera outbreaks which he
traced to specific local sources of drinking water. At first dismissed as a crank, Snow
provided powerful evidence that cholera was transmitted by sewage-infected drinking
water and his findings gradually became accepted. Cholera proved the motivation for
reforms in public health legislation and public works such as those of Sir Joseph
Bazalgette in London.

Meanwhile in Leicester, Thomas Wicksteed began to develop a system of sewers
which were opened in 1855 but the scheme was beset by problems of inadequate
capacity and blockage, often causing raw sewage to back up into the town. This was
the situation facing the 44-year old Joseph Gordon on his appointment as Borough
Surveyor of Leicester in 1881. Born in Northumberland, Gordon had spent 16 years
working on public health and drainage schemes in various cities in Germany. He
quickly got to work in Leicester spurning the regular meetings that council members
expected him to attend. Joseph’s plan had three aspects: the relaying of sewers at a
cost of £250,000, the provision of a sewage farm at Beaumont Leys and the building
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The History of Western Park
A talk by Dr Susan Barton - Tuesday 4th December 2018

The area we know as Western Park was previously part of the Royal Forest, enclosed
in 1526.  The social reformer Joseph Dare wrote a beautiful poem in 1864, waxing
lyrical about the rural delights of the area, but this gave no indication of the dark
undercurrents of poaching and foraging for food and firewood. The punishments for
poachers were harsh, with fines or imprisonment with hard labour being handed
down to men and boys alike.

In 1899, Western Park was created for the benefit of local people. Trees were
planted, a bandstand erected, a paddling pool, a golf course and allotments were
provided. There was also a pavilion serving refreshments. Sir Thomas White planted
an oak tree to commemorate the life of Queen Victoria. Ten thousand people were at
the park to celebrate the coronation of George V in 1911. There were trams to the
park gates, facilitating easy access to this Victorian innovation, the municipal park.

The first homes appeared in Western Park Road in 1905-6, built by Bradshaw
Brothers. Asymmetrical pairs of semi-detached houses were designed by Ralph
Bedingfield. Many Arts and Crafts features were incorporated in houses on Mellor
Road and Meadvale Road.

The detached houses in Letchworth Road included ‘Overdale’ built for the owner of
Picks Hosiery factory. Quality internal design features such as stylish door furniture
were incorporated and furniture by Ernest Gimson complemented this elegant
property. (‘Overdale’ has recently been sympathetically restored by the present
owners.)

St Anne’s Church designed by Arthur Bryan provided an impressive focal point for
the area. The architects Pick Everard Keay incorporated garages, or ‘motor houses’
in some of their designs, with fenestration to match that of the house. In the 1930s
more modest semi-detached houses were built on Wyngate Drive, thus offering a
desirable location to many more people at a more affordable price.

of a pumping station at Abbey Meadows, finally commissioned in 1891, to raise the
sewage from the low level of the city up to Beaumont Leys.

Even before the new pumping station came into operation, Gordon’s improvements
caused Leicester’s infant mortality rate to fall significantly. His work was recognised
as of national standing and in 1889 he was appointed by the newly formed London
County Council to replace Bazalgette himself. Sadly, Gordon died aged 52, just ten
weeks into his new appointment. He was buried in Welford Road Cemetery and
commemorated by a memorial window in the church of his home town of Haltwhistle,
Northumberland.

Sir Kent’s talk was a carefully constructed and fascinating account of the importance
for health both of objective science and of engineering and public works. It was also
a tribute to Joseph Gordon: whose contribution to Leicester, in just eight years in the
city, is all too easily overlooked.
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William Flint: Leicester’s Classical Architect
A talk by Mark Mitchley - Tuesday 8th January 2019

Mark’s talk was a feast of characters in the life of the modest and unassuming William
Flint (1801-1862). We heard about his masters, John Edwyn, who froze to death after
falling from a window, and William Parsons, who provided his classical education.

In 1826 William set himself up in Friar Lane as a surveyor, estate agent and architect.
His early commissions included the Charles Street Baptist Chapel of 1830, New Hall,
Wellington Street and St Mary’s catholic church, Loughborough. His magnificent
General Newsroom of 1836, with its fine decorative panels by Pitt, was demolished in
1898, to be replaced by the Goddard building we know today. Other works around
this time included the Union Workhouse at West Bridge, some elegant houses in
Regent Road, the Congregational Chapel in Market Harborough and the 1848 plain
but subtle Whitmore Ellis Mill at West Bridge. Mark’s research has, however, shown
that one building often attributed to Flint, Phoenix House in Welford Place, was
probably the work of his mentor, William Parsons.

In 1849 he took on a partner, Charles Wickes, who turned out to be a fraudster and lunatic
and who subsequently died en route to Broadmoor! A better choice of partner from 1854
was Henry Shenton  who carried on the practice in partnership with Charles Baker after
Flint’s death in 1862. Baker was one of several of Flint’s pupils who went on to make
their mark in Leicester, others include William Millican, Francis Hames, Frank James
Smith and Isaac Barradale. Thus master and pupils between them wove a tapestry of
elegant and enduring properties which grace our city streets today.

Mark Mitchley’s book on William Flint is due for publication later this year - his talk to
the Society has given us just a glimpse of what to expect.

Former hosiery factory for Richard Harris on the corner of King
Street and Marlborough Street. First section designed by William
Flint c1845, extended 1851 by Flint & Wickes, 1856 by Flint &
Shenton, and finally 1866 by Shenton & Baker.
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John Ruskin:The Power of Seeing - exhibition in London
Few men can have had a greater
influence on Victorian taste in art,
architecture and design than John
Ruskin (1819-1900). Enclosed with this
newsletter is a flyer advertising a major
exhibition to celebrate the bicentenary of
his birth. Almost 200 items are on
display, drawn from major galleries
including the Fitzwilliam and Bodleian
Museums, the Tate and the Watts
Gallery, and also from the collection of
Ruskin’s own Guild of St George.

The exhibition is being held in the
sumptuous surroundings of Two Temple
Place, designed by JL Pearson in 1895
and decorated by JD Crace, as the office
from which William Waldorf Astor
administered his London estates. Cost
was not an issue for the future Viscount
Astor, and Two Temple Place, a few
paces from Temple Underground
Station, is one of the most opulent
interiors in London. It is rarely open to the
public, except for exhibitions such as
this, so the opportunity to visit is an
added bonus.

The main staircase at Two Temple Place.

Cliff Dunkley (1938-2019)   Members will have been saddened to hear of the
death of Cliff Dunkley on 24th January. He was a long-standing member of the
Society, and of the Leicester Group, and for many years was a member of the
Leicester Committee, where his trenchant comments were always greatly valued.
Cliff worked at Leicester University for almost 30 years, retiring in 1997 as Senior
Assistant Registrar in the School of Education. He had an eclectic range of
interests, from academic vestments to morris dancing, whilst his 1997 book Let's
Talk Leicester: A User-friendly Guide to the Local Lingo is regarded as a local
classic. He had a long association with the church of St Mary de Castro, where a
Solemn Requiem Mass, somewhat edited by Cliff before his death and including a
reading of the Lord’s Prayer in Cornish, was celebrated on 15th February.

We have also been advised of the death of Joan North, another long-standing
supporter of the Victorian Society in Leicester. She had moved from the city to a
nursing home in Folkestone some time ago.
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◆

The views expressed in this newsletter are those of the contributors and do not necessarily
represent those of the Editor or of The Victorian Society.

The Victorian Society, 1 Priory Gardens, London W4 1TT
Registered as a Charity No 1081435 and a Company limited by guarantee

Registered in England, No 3940996.  Registered office as above.

Published by the Leicester Group of the Victorian Society
Joint Chairmen: Neil Crutchley and Peter Ellis
Membership: Peter Ellis - 01455 291694 - ellisdesign@talktalk.net
Events Bookings: Carole Face - 0116 267 5946
Website: http://www.victoriansociety.org.uk/leicester/

Follow us on Twitter @LeicVicSoc

Thursday 2nd May
Dinner at Bistrot Pierre - Millstone Lane

This popular restaurant, in a listed Victorian wine merchant’s shop, has an extensive
à la carte selection. Participants will order and pay for their own meals, but we do
need numbers and £5 deposit by 15th April to enable us to confirm our booking.
See Green Sheet.
Please supply email or phone number, so that we can advise menu choices.

Tuesday 14th May
Morning walk around Thurnby, led by Brian Screaton

Following Brian Screaton’s talk last February on Thurnby Court, he will be our guide
for a walk around the village. Although Thurnby Court itself no longer exists, the
former coach house survives, together with the lake and listed gazebo.

We will also visit St Luke’s Church, with its magnificent 13th century nave (almost
totally faithfully rebuilt in 1870-73). Stained glass includes a window dedicated to
Caroline and James Jackson of Thurnby Court, somewhat eclipsed by the impressive
window dedicated to Charles Bennion, who lived at Thurnby Grange.

Park at The Rose and Crown car park at 10.30am.
Lunch (payable individually) will be taken at The Rose and Crown, who have asked
that we place orders for lunch before we start our walk.

Cost £5 - numbers limited
(Closing date for bookings: 29th April - see Green Sheet)

Summer Programme - 2019
All our activities, including visits, are open to all subject to space limitations.

Our booking form ‘Green Sheet’ is only sent to members living in Leicestershire.
If you do not receive a booking form, but wish to participate in a bookable activity, the form
can be downloaded as a PDF from our website, or booking enquiries can be made direct to

Carole Face - 0116 267 5946
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Tuesday 25th June
Full day visit to Highgate Cemetery and St Augustine’s, Kilburn

Ian Dungavell’s talk on Highgate Cemetery (2nd April - see back page) will leave
members in no doubt of the importance of this “Great Garden of Death”. Its location
and its opening arrangements make it quite difficult to visit for people not living in
London, so this trip is not to be missed. We will have a guided tour of the spectacular

West Cemetery, with free
time to visit the East section
on the other side of the road.

St Augustine’s, Kilburn, by JL
Pearson (1870) has one of
the most impressive church
interiors of the period, and is
often known as “the
Cathedral of North London”. It
was highly influential and
inspired churches such as
Goddard’s St John the
Baptist, Clarendon Park in
Leicester.

After visiting Highgate we will aim to reach Kilburn by 1.30pm, allowing time for lunch
- various options available - before visiting St Augustine’s at 2.30pm.

We have also arranged a visit to GE Street’s St Mary Magdalene, Paddington
(1868-78), where our guide will be Geoff Brandwood. (see his article in the latest
issue of The Victorian).

Coach will pick up at Glebe Road, Oadby at 8.00am and Braunstone Lane East at
8.30am (outside Tool Hire depot). Return approx 7.00pm.

Cost £40 including £12 admission to Highgate Cemetery (both parts).
Closing date for bookings 29th April to avoid loss of coach deposit.
Please indicate your preferred pick-up point clearly on Green Sheet.

Tuesday 23rd July
Guided walk around Victorian Stamford

Although primarily known as a  fine Georgian town, Stamford saw much development
during the 19th century. Indeed, if the Victorian architecture were taken away, one
would realise the importance it has in the Stamford street scene. This walk, whilst not
ignoring the Georgian heritage, will concentrate on Victorian additions to the town.

Travel by car or public transport - meet at Stamford Station (close to Cattlemarket car
park), at 11.00am (to suit 10.18am train from Leicester)
Cost £5 - numbers limited
(Closing date for bookings - 9th July - see Green Sheet)
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Meetings Programme - Spring 2019

Tuesday 5th March 2019
Ada Lovelace, the Calculating Countess

A talk by Hugh Beavin

Ada Lovelace was Byron's only legitimate daughter. She spent the first part of her life
at Kirkby Mallory Hall in Leicestershire, and subsequently became a prominent
scientist and mathematician. She worked with Charles Babbage in the 1840s on his
‘Difference Engine’, the first manual computer, and is regarded as the first computer
programmer. She was also a poet and linguist.

Hugh Beavin graduated in Modern History and Politics from Sheffield in 1967, and
has taught history in England and Canada. He was editor of the Hinckley Historian for
35 years, and author of The Book of Hinckley and The History of Hinckley Cottage
Hospital. He is founder and past chairman of Hinckley Local History Group and one
of the founders of Hinckley and District Museum, of which he was formerly chairman
and is now president.

Tuesday 2nd April 2019
Highgate Cemetery: A Great Garden of Death

A talk by Dr Ian Dungavell
Chief Executive, Friends of Highgate Cemetery Trust

It’s difficult for us today, when many Victorian cemeteries are old and crumbling, to
imagine how new-fangled they were in the early 19th century. Until the 1850s most
burials took place in church graveyards, but these were not secure and space was
limited. The bodies of the dead were subjected to appalling indignities.

Something had to be done, but the government did nothing and the church very little.
The idea of civic improvement combined with the opportunity to make a profit led to
the establishment of private cemetery companies. The earliest were all outside
London, but Highgate Cemetery in north London is now one of the best known.

Highgate Cemetery promised burial in a sepulchral garden, attractive enough to be a
good place for a day out. It was so popular that ways had to be found to limit the
number of visitors on Sundays, and it was enormously successful as a burial ground.

Dr Ian Dungavell is an architectural historian, and Chief Executive of the Friends of
Highgate Cemetery Trust, the charity which runs Highgate Cemetery. He has been a
member of the Victorian Society for 25 years, and from 2000-12 he was its Director.
He is a fellow of the Society of Antiquaries of London, a trustee of the Mausolea and
Monuments Trust and until recently also of the Cremation Society of Great Britain.

All meetings will take place in the Bishop Street Methodist Church,
10a Bishop Street, Town Hall Square, Leicester  LE1 6AF at 7.30 pm.

Our meetings are open to all, but we ask all attendees, whether or not they are members
to register in order to comply with Fire Regulations, and to make

a contribution of £2.50 per person towards the costs of room hire and other expenses.


