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When Fenwick’s announced “Two-up
the closure
of their Leicester store earlier this year,
Continuous”.
many of us in the Leicester Group of the Victorian Society assumed that the building
was already protected by listing. When we realised that this was not the case, we set
about researching the history of the building and submitted an application.
Older members may still remember the store as Joseph Johnson’s, a Leicester firm
founded in 1880. Their original shop was a five bay building designed for them by
Isaac Barradale at 36 Market Street (which remained the postal address of the store
right up to closure). This building, in Barradale’s domestic revival style, has
elaborately detailed fenestration with delicate glazing bar patterns and an unusually
corbelled and pedimented top floor enlivened with a textured white render. (It can be
seen at the extreme left of the picture above.)
Barradale was also responsible for Gresham Buildings, the impressive block which
turns the corner into Belvoir Street. This was commissioned by Richard Allen in 1883 the date and Allen’s initials are displayed in cartouches just below cornice level. Allen
clearly wanted to make a bold statement, and the group of flamboyant gabled
dormers together with the curved two-storey oriel window and polished marble
column supporting the polychrome canopy of the entrance lobby make a splendid
contribution to the street scene at this prominent corner.
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The nature of Allen’s business is unclear, although the canopied gothic statue niche
above the entrance perhaps hints at some ecclesiastical connection. His confidence
may, however, have been misplaced as Gresham Buildings was absorbed into
Joseph Johnson’s store by about 1900.
It is these two original buildings, together with a short linking section in buff brick,
which Historic England has listed with a Grade II designation. Joseph Johnson’s
continued to expand, subsequently incorporating a former hosiery factory on the
corner of Belvoir Street and Bowling Green Street, and commissioning a link in the
‘moderne’ style to replace an assortment of smaller properties between Gresham
Buildings and the hosiery factory. This was designed by the Leicester practice of
Fosbrooke and Bedingfield in 1926.
In 1962 Joseph Johnson’s business was acquired by Fenwick’s of Newcastle, and
this prompted a further wave of expansion. The former Bennett’s Toy Shop on Market
Street, built in 1898 adjoining Johnson’s store to the left, was incorporated, as was
an additional building with a bay windowed facade on Bowling Green Street,
consolidating the ownership of a large rectangular block. A new infill section was built
on Bowling Green Street to provide vehicular access to an internal loading bay.
Our application had to cover the entire block, but Historic England sensibly
considered the individual elements separately. We are delighted that the two original
buildings on Market Street have been listed as these are undoubtedly the most
important sections of the complex. We tried to make a case for the former hosiery
factory, and the ‘moderne’ link on Belvoir Street (even though it is outside our period),
but our arguments were not accepted by HE’s designation team.
Right: Joseph Johnson’s original shop at
36 Market Street, now listed Grade II,
Below: former Wale & Son hosiery factory,
unlisted but likely to be the oldest building in
the group.
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Eileen Chambers (1932 - 2017)
Members have no doubt heard
the sad news of the death of
Eileen Chambers on 20th
August. Eileen was a longstanding member of the Group,
and served as its secretary for
over 30 years.
Malcolm Elliott, one of our
founder members and a former
chairman, has written this
tribute.
“The Leicester Group of the
Victorian Society began 40
years ago, as a result of the
initial drive and enthusiasm of
Professor Jim Dyos, but it was
the untiring efficiency of Eileen, as our general secretary, that sustained us over the next
30 years. She never faltered in her commitment to the work, always dealing with
correspondence, taking notes, suggesting speakers and keeping the rest of the
committee on its toes. She never lost sight of the importance of case-work, seeing it as
a primary function of the Society to preserve our local heritage of Victorian architecture,
but alongside the serious work she was always keen to make the local group fun and
attractive to new members with its talks and excursions. Eileen was the veritable rock
on which the Leicester Group was built.”
Carole Face, a long-term committee member, recalls:
“I first met Eileen in 1990 when I joined the Victorian Society. She had been a
committee member and secretary of the Leicester Group since shortly after its
inception, over 40 years ago now. On my first Victorian Society event, Eileen was
chatting to me in her usual friendly way, making me feel very welcome. She
discovered that I worked in finance, and told me that the post of treasurer was soon
to become vacant. I volunteered, and immediately joined the committee.
“Eileen was a pivotal member of the Victorian Society. In her role of secretary, she
also produced the newsletter, which in those days consisted of several A4 sheets of
information, most of which she had typed. Eileen found plenty of other work on the
committee to occupy herself, preparing the agenda for our committee meetings and
the paperwork for the AGM, in her usual efficient style.
“Eileen’s cheerful presence on the welcome desk at our lecture evenings will be
greatly missed; she made a point of greeting new visitors and asking how they had
heard about The Victorian Society.
“Eileen had many interests alongside the Victorian Society: she was vice-chairman of
the Birstall Local History Group, and supported her late husband Brett in a number of
sporting activities. The large congregation for Eileen’s Thanksgiving Service at All
Saints, Thurcaston on 15th September bears testament to how deeply she was
respected, and to how much she will be missed.”
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Chairmen’s Report
The Leicester Group continued its busy schedule of seven talks and five outings over
the course of the year – one every month. All events have been well attended with
the exception of the John Flower walk, as incessant rain on the advertised date led
to cancellation and re-scheduling at short notice. However the small number who
went on the walk gave a very favourable report and we hope to persuade Neil Finn to
repeat it at a later date, so that more of our members can enjoy it.
Walks along Uppingham Road and Western Park proved popular, as did our
afternoon trip to visit churches in Houghton-on-the-Hill and Stoughton. Our day outing
in June was to Hull, 2017 City of Culture. It’s a lively city that, like Leicester has
suffered industrial decline but also like Leicester, has in recent years, re-invented
itself as a tourist destination. It has some very fine Victorian architecture not least the
Guildhall and St Charles Borromeo Church – both of which we visited. Thanks to Carl
Klan for organising this memorable trip.
Our first two evening talks: Crowns in Conflict and the History of the Leicester Secular
Hall, drew good audiences and there is a varied programme for the rest of the 40th
anniversary season. (See pages 11-12 for details)
We continue to campaign for listed status for buildings that may be under threat of
development or just undervalued and, as reported on our front cover, we have been
partially successful in our application to list the former Fenwick’s department store in
Market Street.
Peter Ellis attended the National Victorian Society’s AGM in Birmingham and was
also interviewed on East Midlands Today about the Great Northern Goods
Warehouse in Derby – a building that’s not only dear to his heart, but is also one of
the Society’s Top Ten Endangered Buildings of 2017. Peter also represents the
Leicester Group on the local Conservation Advisory Panel.
Neil Crutchley and vice president Grahame Lees represent the Group on the City
Mayor’s Heritage Partnership and Grahame is also our representative on the
Diocesan Advisory Committee.
We were saddened by the death of committee member Eileen Chambers, a true
friend of the Society whose contribution to its smooth running would be hard to
over-estimate. She will be sorely missed.

Buildings Sub Committee
St Saviour’s Church, (Sir GG Scott 1875-77) (Application 20171830)
As reported in the Summer newsletter, this church has been acquired by the
Redeemed Christian Church of God, and they have now submitted an application for
the work they wish to carry out. In general we welcome their proposals - much of the
intervention in the church will be of a temporary nature and will be easily removed.
More permanent works include the provision of toilets in the north aisle, and we have
suggested that the new walls should be set slightly back from the arcade piers.
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Car parking is a problem in this part of Leicester, and the RCCG propose to open up
the church grounds by widening the gates on St Saviours Road and Wood Hill, and
creating parking spaces around the church. We have suggested a more appropriate
design for the new gates, and that parking should be kept away from the church walls.
1 St Albans Road (Stockdale Harrison c1885) (Application 20170973)
Proposals
have
been submitted to
build a six-storey
block of student
flats on the open
ground
adjoining
this
fine
lateVictorian
house,
which
faces
Lutyens’ gates to
Victoria Park. The
house would be
incorporated in the
new building and
form an extension of
the student accommodation. We objected to the height of the new block which would
overpower the Victorian house, and the developer has submitted revised plans
showing a four-storey block no higher than the ridge of the house. The house itself
has been mutilated by conversion to a car showroom in 1954, and then to a bank, and
we have suggested that the main elevation is restored to something approaching its
original character. A photograph of the house in its original condition can be found on
the Historic England ‘Viewfinder’ website at https://goo.gl/rBJF24.
Carron Buildings, 35 Rutland Street (Application 20171913)
This attractive (unlisted) building on the corner of St George’s churchyard, facing
Exchange Buildings and the newly restored ‘Queens Building’ has been empty for
some years. We welcome proposals for change of use from light industrial to a
mixture of retail, office and leisure facilities (non-residential). However, the published
plans show an unsightly two-storey roof extension, which would have an overbearing
effect on the original building. We have suggested that the developer looks again at
this roof extension with a view to providing something more sympathetic, perhaps
taking a cue from the Exchange Buildings across the road.
Brookfield, London Road (Joseph Goddard, 1876-78) (Application 20171883)
This imposing house was the home of Thomas Fielding Johnson, a successful wool
spinner. He was also a philanthropist who bought and donated the land on which
Leicester University now stands. Acquired by the university in 2012, there are now
plans to turn the house and grounds into the site of a new world-class business
school. The main house, stables and outbuildings will be renovated, and a new block,
in a contemporary style, with gables echoing those of the house, is to replace some
nondescript post-war extensions. The Society welcomes these proposals.
5

Buildings Sub Committee - continued
Eastfield Hall, 7 Stanley Road (Applications 20171649/20171973)
Described by Historic England as “a good quality suburban villa which has an
interesting evolution from 1844 to 1904. It was built in 4 stages and … the result is a
large house of quality and character with many internal features surviving.” After
many years in institutional use, this Grade II listed house was recently sold in two lots,
7 and 7A. No 7 is being sympathetically converted back to a family home, and many
original features are being restored.
The other half of the building, 7A, is being converted into 12 residential units,
requiring an unacceptable level of subdivision, causing harm to the historic fabric and
having a detrimental impact on the special interest of this listed building. Highly
damaging works have already been carried out without consent, and we support the
City Council in their attempts to address this situation.
Note: Where application numbers are given, details can be viewed on the Leicester
City Council website - www.leicester.gov.uk, and follow the links to ‘Search Planning
Applications Database” (or https://goo.gl/7VrKMs )

Recent Leicester Group Activities
An Evening Walk along Uppingham Road.
Thursday 11th May 2017
Starting at the junction of Humberstone Road and Uppingham Road, Neil Crutchley
led a walk along a stretch of this busy main road. Driving along Humberstone Road
today, it is hard to realise that for several years from about 1876 this was the
forerunner of Stoneygate. Wealthy industrialists such as Sir Jonathan North, William
‘Bungy’ Richards, Walter Garner, George Durston, Thomas Atkin and a host of
others had houses built in what was then an area on the edge of the countryside.
Beautiful houses some of them were; incorporating entrances for carriages and
horses, interesting woodwork and plasterwork with flowers and faces, elaborate tiling
and ironwork. Some were of unusual shape such as the two facing each other at the
entrance to Turner Road.
At the start of our walk, the former Uppingham Road Hotel is now Mandir Baba Balak
Nath Ji, Members recalled boarding excursion trains to the East Coast at the former
Humberstone Station (now re-erected at Shenton on the Battlefield Line). Our walk
led us past St.Barnabas Church designed by Goddard & Paget and opened in 1886,
and then to a remarkable Co-op store, architect and date unknown, in a domestic
revival style, with Ipswich windows, eyebrow dormers and half-timbering - a doorway
beside the ground floor shop proudly announces an ‘Assembly Room’ above.
After a visit to the Uppingham Road Methodist Church (1928), the evening ended at
Humberstone Park, with a look at the lovely gatehouse of 1876, and the Italianate
mansion built for Thomas Tertius Paget a few years later, the former gardens of which
are now the park.
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Full day coach visit to Hull
Tuesday 13th June 2017
The two main visits of the day were to the Guildhall and the Roman Catholic church
of St Charles Borromeo.
After Hull gained city status in 1897 it was decided to replace the old 1866 Town Hall
with a new Guildhall. The resulting competition was won by Edwin Cooper, and the
building, incorporating new Law Courts, was built in various stages between 1905
and 1916. The ornate Council Chamber has decoration reflecting the city’s maritime
heritage, including bench ends carved with sailing ships and chandeliers suspended
from bronze brackets in the shape of fish. In the grand Banqueting Room, members
were impressed by two large paintings by Terence Cuneo, depicting visits to the city
by the young Queen Elizabeth II.
The restrained frontage of St Charles Borromeo gives little clue to the theatrical
richness of the interior, and it is no surprise to learn that they represent different phases
of the building’s history. Opened in 1829 to designs by John Earle. It was thought to be
dull and plain, and was thus altered shortly afterwards by JJ Scholes. The interior
subsequently underwent a thorough remodelling by Smith & Brodrick in 1894-96.

Light from their lantern dome over the sanctuary dramatically illuminates the
sculptured figures of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, rising out of white clouds
and a choir of angels. The tympanum above has a painting of The Last Judgement,
executed, as is most of the internal painted decoration, by Henry Immenkamp, a
German artist living in Hull during the 1890s.
Free time allowed members to visit some of Hull’s other notable buildings, including
the Maritime Museum (formerly the Dock Office, 1868-71), The Ferens Art Gallery,
and the newly designated Hull Minster (previously Holy Trinity), “among the greatest
of the great town churches of medieval England”, according to the Pevsner city guide.
The Minster is currently undergoing a major re-ordering involving removal of many of
the Victorian pews, despite protests from the Victorian Society.
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Evening Walk in Western Park
Tuesday 18th July 2017
This was a continuation of our 2013 walk around Leicester’s ‘Garden City’ suburb of
Western Park. On this occasion, our regular guides, Richard Gill and Neil Crutchley,
were joined by Dr Sue Barton, the local councillor, who has been researching the
development of the area.
The evening began at St Anne’s Church, on the tellingly-named Letchworth Road.
Although shorter than originally intended, the church, in a simplified gothic style, is
still an imposing sight on its hill top position. Designed by local architect Arthur Bryan,
it replaced an earlier ‘tin tabernacle’ (Tin Annie’s) in 1934. Tin Annie’s was still in use
as the church hall on our earlier visit, but it has since been replaced by a new brick
building. The interior of the church has a simple grandeur, enhanced by fine
woodwork in the chancel.
From the church, we explored Letchworth Road, noting how the design of individual
houses fitted into the overall garden city ideal. We paused in particular to admire
Summer Hill, one of the earliest houses. The work of Ralph Waldo Bedingfield in
1906, its main rooms are angled to capture the sunlight and to maximise the view. It
was built for Ebenezer Hancock, a draper, city councillor and ardent non-conformist
who was typical of Western Park’s first residents.
We proceeded via Westfield Road and Mellor Road, observing that most of the
properties are still well maintained in accordance with the original ethos. It was
disturbing, therefore, to find that the area does not have the protection of
conservation area status and could easily deteriorate. One house was undergoing a
thorough, and apparently unsympathetic, ‘makeover’ at the time of our walk,
The walk concluded at the remains of the open air school on Western Park Road. The
school was built for children who were recovering from debilitating illnesses,
particularly of a respiratory nature, and their regime followed the principles
established for patients in Swiss sanatoria of moderate exercise, a nutritious diet,
rest, and spending as much time as possible in the open air. It fulfilled this function
from 1930 until its closure in 2005. Although we were unable to enter the site, our
guide, Sue Barton, previously associated with the school and author of Healthy Living
in the Alps, was able to describe its principles and operation in some detail. Despite
the avant-garde nature of the project, its buildings by JO Thompson (the Schools’
department architect) are in a traditional ‘arts and crafts’ style. Now becoming
derelict, the school was recently listed and there are plans afoot to develop it for
community and residential use.
In the Footsteps of John Flower - the Leicester Artist
A walk led by Neil Finn - Tuesday 29th August 2017
Members enjoyed a talk by Neil Finn in December 2016, and this walk was designed to
show the subjects depicted in some of Flower’s paintings, and compare ‘then and now’.
The walk was originally planned for 8th August, but postponed due to torrential rain.
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Flower is best known for his volume of lithographs of Leicester, published in 1826,
and armed with reproductions of these and of some of his paintings, we set out from
the re-erected High Cross. First stop was the Guildhall, instantly recognisable from
Flower’s lithograph. Neil explained that the accuracy of Flower’s work was due to his
understanding of ancient building methods. Then we compared the drawing of High
Cross Street to the present street scene. The surviving pillar from the old High Cross
is now a few yards from its original site. An early 18th century building and the old
grammar school are still extant, along with a fragment of the old Borough Gaol. Sadly,
The Blue Boar Inn, Blue Boar Lane and The Admiral Rodney are long gone.
The excellent drawing of the Jewry Wall is a well-known work by Flower, showing
dwelling houses built into the wall. Although the houses have been demolished, the
wall at the back of St Nicholas’ church is still much as it was in 1826. We moved onto
West Bridge, unrecognisable since John Flower drew the scene, with a house
perched precariously over the River Soar.
By now the light was fading as we
walked into the peace and
tranquillity of Castle Yard. Again,
we compared Flower’s drawing
with the extant buildings, the
Church of St Mary de Castro and
the Judge’s Lodging.
The
subdued lighting added to the

beauty of the setting as we admired
Flower’s excellent draughtsmanship.
His pencil and wash drawing carries a
note “That portion of the building
extending
from
this
mark
X
[highlighted] was pulled down in July
1848”. The drawing also shows the old
west window that was replaced in 1846.
We walked in the twilight past a group of Georgian cottages, their windows in
darkness, towards the Turret Gateway. The peaceful scene gave no indication of the
violence which had taken place here during the Civil War siege, and again during the
election riots of 1773 and 1787. Neil explained that John Flower’s drawing of 1826
captured the scene, with a house on top of the gateway, before the riots of 1836
inflicted yet more damage. A later watercolour, attributed to Flower, shows the
gateway after the riots, together with the spire of St Mary, sadly removed a few years
ago for safety reasons.
Continued ...
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The Newarke Gateway, also known as The Magazine, beautifully drawn by Flower in
1826, still survives, although covered in scaffolding at the time of our visit. Less
recognisable is Southgates, it was hard to connect the scene today with the 1826
drawing of South Gate Street, showing timber-framed buildings and the elegant
Georgian façade of the ‘consanguinitarium’ built by John Johnson for his relatives.
We are fortunate that John Flower’s accurate drawings captured a record of scenes
of Leicester and beyond, a few years before the dawn of the Victorian era. It was
regrettable that several members who had booked for the original date were unable
to participate on the revised date when we were blessed with a fine sunny evening.
Churches at Houghton-on-the-Hill and Stoughton
Afternoon visit - Tuesday 5th September
Two medieval churches on the outskirts of Leicester seem, on the face of it, unlikely
subjects for a Victorian Society visit, but both illustrate, in different ways, the Victorian
approach to the buildings they inherited.
St Catherine, Houghton-on-the-Hill is predominantly of 13th-14th century origin, but
the 19th century has certainly left its mark. The church is entered through the fine north
porch of 1874, designed by C Kirk for the Rev WT Freer. Kirk had earlier rebuilt the
chancel, including a new east window in 1857, and subsequently he was responsible
for removal of the west gallery. He also designed and carved a new pulpit a few years
later. Much of the stained glass is by Ward & Hughes, and dates from 1890-1905.
Adjacent to the church is a fine Rectory, of 1856, also built for Rev Freer.
The church of St Mary and All Saints at Stoughton is very different: large, airy and
flooded with light from clear glass windows throughout, it looks to be entirely of 13th
century date. We were welcomed with tea and cake kindly provided by the church,
followed by a talk from Richard Gill who pointed out that things are not as they seem.
Under the patronage of the Powys-Keck family, of nearby Stoughton Grange, virtually
the whole church was faithfully rebuilt, starting with the tower, spire and north aisle in
1861-62, followed by the chancel in 1865-66, when the nave walls were raised and
new clerestory windows were inserted. The architect and contractor for most of this
work was John Firn of Leicester, who sculpted the font himself. Amongst other
treasures of the church are some fine monuments, including an alabaster tomb chest
with recumbent effigies of Thomas Farnham (d 1562) and his wife, and a wall
monument to Sir George Beaumont (d 1737) by Scheemakers. The churchyard has
many finely carved headstones in Swithland slate.

Forthcoming events organised by the Leicester Civic Society
Saturday 30th December - Medieval Streets at Christmas - a
circular guided walk starting at the High Cross at 10.30am cost £4.00.
Friday 2nd February - Mid-Winter Meet-up - Upstairs at The
Globe, Silver Street. Social evening with a buffet, film or slide
show and heritage quiz, from 7.30pm - cost £10.00.
Booking required for both these events - please book through Stuart Bailey, 48 Meadow Avenue,
Loughborough LE11 1JT. 01509 266818. Cheques to: ‘Leicester Civic Society’.
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Meetings Programme - Winter 2017-18
All lectures will take place in the Bishop Street Methodist Church
10a Bishop Street, Town Hall Square, Leicester LE1 6AF at 7.30 pm.
Our meetings are open to all, but we ask all attendees, whether or not they are members,
to register in order to comply with Fire Regulations, and to make
a contribution of £2.50 per person
towards the costs of room hire and other expenses.

Tuesday 5th December at 7.15 pm,
when seasonal refreshments will be served - note early start

Charles Dickens, Leicester and his Public Readings
Dr John Florance
After a difficult start in life, Dickens achieved fame in his mid-20s as a writer. He also
edited a weekly journal for 20 years and became an accomplished performer of his
own works. Dickens’ first paying reading tour took place in 1858. This exhaustive
countrywide tour earned him more than £10,000. He visited Leicester and read from
‘A Christmas Carol’ in the Temperance Hall.
This talk will focus on Dickens' rather ambivalent attitude to railways, how he saw
their significance in his writings, and how they facilitated his famous reading tours
across the country.
John Florance came to Leicester to teach English at a Sixth Form College. He has
been involved in broadcasting on Radios Two and Four, and for over 20 years on
Radio Leicester. John has a PhD from the University of Wales for his research into
20th century drama and was awarded an Honorary Degree for services to local
journalism by the University of Leicester a few years ago.
Tuesday 9th January 2018

The Story of the Great Exhibition
David Jones
The Story of the Great Exhibition will cover the design, construction and erection of
the ‘Crystal Palace' and then continue with what it was like to visit the exhibition, the
many exhibits and stories of the controversies it raised, the moments of high drama
and low comedy and, ultimately the tragic end of the wonderful building.
Using many contemporary illustrations and entries from the Exhibition's catalogue,
the talk will aim to give a flavour of the wonders of a unique event.
David Jones is a retired local government lawyer and a trained social historian,
specialising in the history of policing, crime and punishment and the less reputable
aspects of our ancestors' lives.
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Meetings Programme - Winter 2017-18 - Continued
Tuesday 6th February 2018

Thurnby Court The Story of an Extravagant but Short-lived Leicestershire Mansion
Brian Screaton
Thurnby Court was a lavish and ostentatious mansion built for a wealthy American,
James Alexander Jackson, in the east Leicestershire village of Thurnby. Completed
in 1870, it boasted its own gas works, underground stables and indoor bathing pool,
but lasted a mere 46 years before being demolished by dynamite in 1916. The talk
traces the history of the house and of the Jackson family.
Brian Screaton is a retired chartered surveyor with a longstanding interest in local
history. He lived close to Thurnby for many years, and has recently written a book on
Thurnby Court.
This talk will be preceded by the Leicester Group AGM.
Tuesday 6th March 2018

Cathedrals, Roof Tops and More:The Restoration of Old Buildings
Dr Jonathan Castleman - formerly of Norman & Underwood
Looking back on 35 years’ experiences at one of Leicester's oldest family businesses,
Norman and Underwood Ltd, working on some of the UK's and world’s finest
buildings. Dr Castleman was the seventh generation of the family to run the business
and will be talking about a variety of projects he has worked on, from Leicester Town
Hall to the Dome of the Rock in Jerusalem.
Tuesday 10th April 2018

Speaker and subject to be announced
Full details of the April meeting will be given in the
February/March 2018 newsletter
◆
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