
9

Meetings Programme - Spring 2022
All meetings take place in the Bishop Street Methodist Church,

10a Bishop Street, Town Hall Square, Leicester  LE1 6AF at 7.30 pm.
Our meetings are open to all, but we ask all attendees, whether or not they are members,

to register in order to comply with Fire Regulations, and to make
a contribution of £2.50 per person towards the costs of room hire and other expenses.

We recommend parking in the City Council’s Newarke St car park - standard charge £2 for arrival after 5.00pm

Tuesday 5th April 2022
The architecture of Sir Ernest George - the larger country houses

Professor Hilary J Grainger  OBE, BA (Hons), PhD, PFHEA, FRSA

Sir Ernest George (1839-1922), was not only one of the most successful and prolific of late
Victorian architects, but also an etcher and watercolourist of great distinction. His
office, which was often compared with that of Richard Norman Shaw, occupied a
position of great significance for some 40 years, with over 80 assistants and pupils,
including Edwin Lutyens, Herbert Baker, E Guy Dawber, Darcy Braddell and Stanley
Adshead, passing through its doors in Maddox Street, London. George’s work in
partnership with Thomas Vaughan (1836-75), Harold Ainsworth Peto (1854-1933)
and Alfred Bowman Yeates (1867-1914) encompassed country houses, town
houses - notably the celebrated Harrington and Collingham Gardens, Kensington -
six churches and some significant public works including the Royal Academy of Music
and Golders Green Crematorium.

In this lecture, Hilary Grainger explores the larger country houses considered to be
George’s metier and which formed the backbone of his practice. He designed over
two dozen with Peto and seven with Yeates, in addition to altering, restoring and
adding to many others. Clients were drawn from a wide spectrum - the landed gentry,
the professions, trade and industry and the middle classes. George drew his

Batsford Park, Gloucestershire by Sir Ernest George & Peto (1887-93) - garden front.
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Leicestershire Archaeological and Historical Society
Council housing before 1915 - Hinckley and other pioneers
A talk to by given by member Paul Griffiths
Thursday 28th April, 7.30pm at New Walk Museum or on Zoom

Few councils provided houses before the First World War.  This lecture will focus
on three small councils in the Midlands, including Hinckley, which did take action
and will try to discover what made them exceptional.

The talk is open to all. The appropriate links to participate by Zoom should be
available on the LAHS website in advance of the meeting.

inspiration from the romance of the past and his outstanding gift was to design
properties that gave the impression of having been lived in by many generations, in
which the “richness of accumulated experience from the large English mansion” and
“the charm and romance of olden days were combined with modern conveniences”.

Hilary J Grainger is Professor Emerita of Architectural History at the University of the
Arts London and Honorary Professor in the Department of Theology and Religion at
Durham University. She is the acknowledged authority on the architecture of Sir
Ernest George and the architecture of British crematoria. Her publications include
The Architecture of Sir Ernest George (2011), Death Redesigned: British Crematoria,
History, Architecture and Landscape (2005) and most recently, Designs on Death:
The Architecture of Scottish Crematoria (2020). She is Chair of the Victorian Society,
Chair of the Cremation Society of Great Britain and President of the Association for
the Study of Death and Society (ASDS).

�
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Summer Programme - 2022
All our activities, including visits, are open to all subject to space limitations.

Our booking form ‘Green Sheet’ is only sent to members living in Leicestershire.
If you do not receive a booking form, but wish to participate in a bookable activity, the form
can be downloaded as a PDF from our website, or booking enquiries can be made direct to

Carole Face - 0116 267 5946
Please see ‘Booking Conditions’ on the Green Sheet

Thursday 5th May
Visit to John Taylor’s Bell Foundry, Loughborough

Following the closure of the Whitechapel foundry in 2017, John Taylor & Co of
Loughborough is the last major bell foundry in the UK.

The bell foundry is first and foremost a working factory. Although there is a small
museum, what is seen on a visit is entirely dependent on the orders going through at
the time of the visit - they do not (and cannot) ‘put on a show’ for visitors. Casting
normally takes place on Thursdays and can be watched from a viewing gallery. Other
processes are carried on throughout the week.

All visitors must wear flat, completely closed shoes. There is no step-free access to
several parts of the foundry.

The tour starts at 1.00pm, and participants should meet at the Freehold Street
entrance shortly before this time. There is a small car park, and street parking is also
available in the area.
Cost £15.00 - numbers limited
(Closing date for bookings: 25th April - see Green Sheet)

The Bell Foundry tour lasts approximately two hours, and participants may wish to visit
other Victorian sites in Loughborough. The cemetery on Leicester Road (1856-57, by
Bellamy and Hardy of Lincoln) is described by Pevsner as having the best cemetery
buildings in the county.
In the Market Place
there is a fine selection
of Victorian buildings,
including the former
Town Hall (William
Slater, 1855) and two
banks, NatWest and
HSBC (Goddard &
Paget, 1892-4, in their
renaissance style
familiar from such
Leicester examples as
the Alliance Assurance
building (now TSB).

�



 Monday 18th July
Visit to Oakham - led by Mike Taylor

Our series of visits focusing on the often overlooked Victorian contribution to small
towns in our area, such as Stamford and Market Harborough, continues with
Oakham. Details are still to be finalised, but we hope to visit Oakham School, the
cemetery (by Bellamy and Hardy of Lincoln, 1860), one of the Leicester Group’s early
listing successes in 1992, and other 19th century sites in Oakham.

Meet outside the railway station 11.45am (to suit the 11.13 train from Leicester)
Cost £5.00
(Closing date for bookings 4th July - see  Green Sheet)

 Tuesday 7th June
Stoneygate evening walk - part 2

Continuing their survey of the architectural and social history of Victorian Stoneygate,
Neil Crutchley and Richard Gill will lead a walk that begins on London Road at
Brookfield, the imposing former home of Thomas Fielding Johnson, now beautifully
restored by the University of Leicester. Brookfield was transformed in 1876-8 by

Goddard and Paget to become the first house in Leicester to feature the revival of
half-timbering. The walk will continue briefly along London Road, then into Knighton
Park Road, St Mary’s Road and if time, a short section of Victoria Park Road before
returning to London Road.

Meet at the corner of London Road and Holmfield Road, 7.00pm
Cost £5.00
Closing date for bookings 30th May - see Green Sheet

Brookfield 1876-8, Goddard & Paget.


