
THE VICTORIAN SOCIETY 

BIRMINGHAM & WEST MIDLANDS 
An afternoon visit to Winterbourne House & Gardens                                

58 Edgbaston Park Road, Edgbaston, B15 2RT                             
Saturday 9th November 2019                                                     

£12 including a voucher for afternoon refreshments in the Terrace Tea room                     
1.30 – 4.00pm meet at the front entrance 

Winterbourne House was designed and built by the Birmingham architect Joseph Lancaster 
Ball in 1902-4 for John and Margaret Nettlefold. John Nettlefold was a Victorian industrialist 
but is mainly recognised for his charitable and philanthropic work, and as a pioneer of early 
housing reform in Birmingham. This house was to be an expression of the Nettlefold’s ‘modern’ 
outlook. Thus, a house built with electric lighting, hot running water and telephone.  Pevsner 
considers it to be Ball’s finest house, strongly influenced by Lethaby. It is certainly an 
outstanding example of Arts and Crafts philosophy and style. 

After an introduction you will have the freedom to visit both the ground floor and first floor 
rooms. Light and airy these rooms look out onto the gardens. There are now numerous 
interactive exhibits which explore both the Arts and Crafts movement and the Nettlefold’s 
family life.  

Although we are visiting in the autumn the seven-acre garden will hopefully still be worth 
viewing. It is now Birmingham University’s Botanic Garden and includes a Japanese garden 
with tea house and bridge. This will be a ‘taster’ for our Parks and Gardens Day School on 
28th March as the development of Winterbourne Gardens is the subject of one of the lectures. 
We can finish our visit by meeting in the Terrace Tea room. You will receive a £5 voucher 
which should cover the cost of afternoon refreshments and cake.                                                             

Please return the booking form below by Thursday 31st October 31st to: 
Gill Sockett, 5 Birdlip Grove, Quinton, Birmingham, B32 1ER. 
Email: gill.sockett@victorian-society-bham.org.uk               

We do not issue tickets but can confirm if you send an sae or request an email confirmation.   
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------                
 

Saturday November 9th 2019 visit to Winterbourne House & Gardens 

Please reserve _________ places on Saturday 9th November @ £12 per person 

Name(s):__________________________________________________________________ 

Address: __________________________________________________________________ 

Contact Phone/e-mail: _______________________________________________________ 

I enclose a cheque for _________ payable to The Victorian Society, Birmingham Group                         

OR  I am paying by bank transfer  Sort Code: 30-92-99, a/c 00167544                                                   
Please mark your transferred payment Wint                         


