The national charity campaigning for the
Victorian and Edwardian historic environment

SUMMER 2017

Restoration Plans for the Secular Hall

This dummy page has been inserted to ensure that
the following pages appear correctly as double
spreads
If your version of Acrobat allows, select “View” from
the top menu, then “Page Display”, then “Two-up” or
“Two-up Continuous”.

The Leicester Secular Society, founded in 1851, claims to be the oldest Secular
Society in the World. Its Hall on Humberstone Gate, built 1879-81, is the only
purpose-built hall outside London still occupied by a Secular Society and still used for
its original purpose of holding regular meetings on a variety of free-thinking topics. It
is a unique survival of the Victorian secular movement, and has welcomed many
distinguished speakers including William Morris, George Bernard Shaw, Mary
Kingsley, Annie Besant and Charles Bradlaugh.
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The architect was W Larner Sugden of Leek, who had got to know William Morris
whilst Morris was studying silk manufacture and dyeing at a local mill. Sugden was
also influenced by Norman Shaw, who designed the delightful Spout Hall in Leek in
1871. When, probably through the connection with Morris, Sugden was
commissioned to design the Leicester Secular Hall, he employed an idiosyncratic
‘Flemish’ design, but incorporating motifs of Shaw’s ‘Old English’ style.
Sugden was also a founder member of Morris’s ‘Society for the Protection of Ancient
Buildings’, and would surely have approved of the Secular Society’s plans for a
thorough and accurate restoration of the Hall façade. Repairs carried out at various
times in its history have not always been sympathetic, and the Leicester Secular
Society have returned to original drawings and records to ensure that the work will be
as close as possible to Sugden’s intentions.

Sugden’s original sketch of the date plaque for the Secular Hall.

The date plaque in the gable is to be restored, along with the carved brick cresting
over the two side windows to the lecture hall, all of which are now missing. Other
areas of carved brick will be restored where necessary. Several of the stained glass
windows are to be repaired, and new stained glass windows made where plain glass
has been substituted. Areas of damaged stonework are to be restored, using the
“best hard buff Darley Dale stone” specified at the time of building, and modern air
bricks at basement level are to be replaced by wrought iron grilles made to match the
original examples which still survive. Several areas of brickwork have been crudely
re-pointed over the years, and this work is to be rectified, using authentic lime mortar.
All this costs money, of course, and the Secular Society have applied to the Heritage
Lottery Fund for assistance towards this work. The Victorian Society have written in
support of the application, but we will have to wait several months to find out whether
it has been successful.
Ned Newitt, Director of the Leicester Secular Society, is booked to give us a talk on
the history of the Secular Hall in November, and we look forward to receiving an
update on the progress of this restoration project.
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Buildings Sub Committee
St Saviour’s Church (Sir George Gilbert Scott 1875-77)
At last there may be light at the end of the tunnel for St Saviour’s, which we have been
concerned about for the last ten years. The Church Commissioners are looking
seriously at a proposal from the Redeemed Christian Church of God (RCCG), to take
over the church and restore it as a place of worship. New interventions in the body of
the church will be kept to a minimum, and will be largely reversible. They are keen to
restore this splendid church to its former glory. The plans have been approved by the
Commissioners, the Diocese and Historic England, and the RCCG appear to have
sufficient resources to put them into practice.
Bradgate House, Westcotes Drive (Charles Kempson 1902)

Bradgate House was originally known as Hillsborough and was designed by
Kempson for John Russell Frears, biscuit manufacturer. Richard Gill in his Book of
Leicester states that it has a "touch of Charles Rennie Mackintosh about it", and also
describes it as "the most striking, even the most daring piece of Edwardian domestic
architecture in Leicester”. Used for some years as a women’s shelter, then as a care
home, it has latterly been empty and boarded up, but is now the subject of an
application (20162335) to convert it to residential units. The plans include extra
storeys to the modern block at the rear, but leave the original house largely intact.
11-13 Wellington Street (c 1866 - architect unknown)
This is the former Gutteridge factory which we succeeded in getting Grade II listed
last year. A planning application has now been submitted (20170783) to convert the
premises into nine 1-bed and six 2-bed apartments. The submitted plans show a
commendable level of care for the existing fabric, and we look forward to seeing a
viable future for this attractive and interesting building.
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The Former Leicestershire Banking Company Office,
31 Granby Street, Leicester - by Carole Face
An occasional series in which members talk about their favourite buildings in the area

Walking along the right hand side of Granby Street towards Gallowtree Gate gives a
splendid view of one of Leicester’s finest Victorian buildings. The Leicestershire
Banking Company’s Head Office, on the corner of Bishop Street was designed by
Joseph Goddard and opened for business in 1874. This spectacular gothic building
was executed in red brick and Portland stone, with pavilion roofs and a corner porch,
surmounted by a six panel bow window. The bow window room was the Manager’s
office. Staff who worked there in the 1950s recall that the Manager would stand and
look out of the window with its excellent view of Granby Street. Seeing a customer he
wanted to speak to, his clerk would be dispatched to apprehend him, bringing him
back, often shaking with fear, to the Manager’s office.
The Granby Street
façade has three tall
windows with stained
glass. These have
recently been restored
with the help of a grant
from
the
Heritage
Lottery Fund.
The interior is a
masterpiece of design.

The enormous mock hammer beam roof structure
supports a large central lantern giving the building an
imposing atmosphere, in keeping with the status of the
bank. The roof structure springs from corbels, each
decorated with a heraldic shield representing the
various towns where the Leicestershire Banking
Company carried out its business. The arcade piers
with individual capitals are the work of Samuel
Barfield, and the banking hall is overlooked by a clock
by Dents of Southwark, who also made Big Ben.
The Leicestershire Banking Company was so
impressed with Goddard’s work that they
commissioned him to design their branches in
Uppingham, Wellingborough and Ashby de la Zouch.
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After more than 130 years, the Granby Street bank was abandoned by the then
owners, HSBC, in favour of a modern building on Gallowtree Gate. For several years,
this Grade II listed building faced an uncertain future. Fortunately, the Leicester
members of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON), with the
help of two wealthy members, were able to buy the building for use as a worship
centre. After much hard work, the building now has living accommodation for the
monks, a meditation hall, kitchen, classrooms and offices.
ISKCON Leicester are proud to be owners of this splendid example of the work of
Joseph Goddard. They are keen to promote awareness of Goddard’s work in
Leicester, and have recently taken ownership of an extensive archive of drawings
previously owned by the Goddard family. These will be stored under archival
conditions in the former bank’s vaults, and a selection will be on public display in a
new exhibition room, with an adjoining study room where additional items can be
consulted. ISKCON have launched an appeal for funds and expertise to conserve,
catalogue and digitise this important collection, and any members who would like to
help in any way should contact Jaap Alberts at 31 Granby Street.
When renovation work is complete, the building will also be a venue for weddings and
events, with a restaurant and café open to the general public. In the meantime
ISKCON are pleased to welcome visitors on their special open days, and have
confirmed that they will be open during Heritage Open Days - 8-10 September 2017.
This magnificent building has played an important part in the business and
commercial life of Leicester since 1874. By becoming the ISKCON Spiritual Centre,
at the heart of the city, its survival for future generations to use and appreciate should
be ensured.

A new role for the former banking hall.
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Recent Leicester Group Activities
The Quality of Leicester: a 20 year view
A talk by Michael Taylor - Tuesday 10th January 2017
“But a city is more than a place in space. It is a drama in time.”
Michael Taylor uses this quotation from Patrick Geddes to preface the third edition of
The Quality of Leicester, bringing the project which began with the first edition in 1993
forward to the present day. In introducing the new edition to the Leicester Group he
spoke of both stability and change in our dynamic city, taking us from the origins of
medieval Leicester to the modern city. It is, indeed, a drama in time.

Like its predecessors, this new edition sets out to capture the essential character of
Leicester’s human environment as it is displayed in streets and spaces, buildings and
details of buildings. Since the first edition, new buildings have arisen, and some of the
older ones have been lost, new vistas have opened up and others have gone forever.
Newly commissioned photographs reveal both the details and the broad sweep of
Leicester’s character. Michael’s re-written text complements the photographs, and
sets recent arrivals, such as Curve, Code, Summit and Dock in the context of
Leicester’s more historic fabric.
The section on the Victorian and Edwardian eras provide pages to study in depth, or
to open at random and be delighted by the style and quality of some of the pleasing
architecture and workmanship, which abounds in our city.
Michael’s new book is an excellent record of our city, a pleasure to own and to read.
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The Ellis Sisters of Belgrave Hall
A talk by Cynthia Brown - Tuesday 7th February 2017
The seven Ellis sisters were the daughters of John Ellis and his second wife Priscilla.
Born between 1822 and 1839, they had three brothers and a half-brother from their
father’s first marriage. Unusually for the early Victorian period, the sisters were well
educated at home by a governess and had a wide range of interests. Only Lucy and
Ellen married, but neither bore children.
Eliza, Jane, Isabella, Charlotte and Margaret moved to Belgrave Hall with their
parents in 1845, living there for the rest of their lives. Family life at Belgrave Hall was
harmonious for the devout Quaker family, enjoying joyful family events with their
nieces and nephews.
The sisters carried out good works in the village, where the majority of inhabitants were
poor. The only industry was framework knitting, which was in a depressed state in
Leicester and Leicestershire at that time. They were also involved in education for the
poor, starting an Evening School once a week in the Hall. Eliza noted in 1856, “a very
good, interesting and orderly school of forty four; several in my class are young married
women”. An adult school initially met at the Hall at 7.15 am on Sundays where the
sisters taught reading and writing. This later moved to its own premises in Bath Street.
Eliza visited the sick and wrote a poignant letter to her cousin Joseph about visiting “a
poor old woman looking very death-like, who would take nothing but longed to be
released. I shall rejoice for her when the conflict is over, but shall miss her very much”.
Jane was the gardener in the family, planning and sketching the beds for summer
flowers. Isabella had a disability and was confined to a bath chair. However, she
became involved in The Leicester Branch of the National Women’s Liberal
Association and The Leicester and Leicestershire Suffrage Society.
Charlotte was the most active of the sisters. She was involved in The Leicestershire
Charity Organisation, The Leicester Board of Poor Law Guardians, National Women’s
Liberal Association, Leicester Branch and The National Union of Women Workers,
which campaigned for better working conditions and registration of midwives. She was
also a manager of Belgrave and Mellor Road Schools. Her attempt to be selected as
a Liberal candidate in the Leicester School Board election of 1891 was unsuccessful.
According to Reverend Page Hopps writing in The Wyvern journal, this was “for no
other reason than that she is a woman. These self-opinionated men should be left to
wallow in darkness, unilluminated by a single ray of feminine iridescence.” Charlotte
was also a member of The Cremation Society of England and when she died in 1917,
she was cremated and her ashes were buried in Belgrave Cemetery.
In 1923 the last surviving sister, Margaret, died. She too lived a life of charitable and
public service, being a governor of Ellis Avenue School and editing her sister Eliza’s
letters. After her death the Hall was sold to Thomas Morley, a local hosiery
manufacturer, bringing to an end the Ellis family connection to Belgrave.
The Ellis sisters lived public spirited lives, believing that “there is something of God in
everybody and that every human being is of unique worth”.
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The Evils of Architectural Competitions
A talk by Penelope Harris – Tuesday 7th March
Architectural competitions did not, it seems, show the Victorians at their best.
Competition committees were frequently made up of inexperienced amateurs who,
despite being vague about what they wanted, were not always of one view. They
sometimes relied on the competition entries to give them ideas but expected
architects to provide these drawings without charge. Seldom did committees hold
realistic views about the cost of buildings. They set rules for the competition but were
often inconsistent in following them and, at times, their decisions verged on the corrupt.
In retaliation, architects also ignored competition rules. They underestimated costs
and submitted ‘pretty’ drawings which could mislead by making buildings look more
impressive than they actually were. Architects spent time and effort on developing
relationships with committee members rather than perfecting their designs.
Penelope Harris traced the development of competitions from the 1820s, giving
examples of their use (and misuse) for public buildings such as the Commissioners’
churches, workhouses, town halls, government buildings and even the Crystal
Palace.
“It was amazing”, she concluded, “that so many good buildings were produced in the end”.

What was the Gothic Revival? And why were the Staffordshire Moorlands a
focus of the movement?
A talk by Danny Wells - Tuesday 4th April
Danny Wells traced the Gothic Revival from fanciful beginnings in the mid 18th
century (Strawberry Hill House for example) through to the more scholarly work of
AWN Pugin, the Cambridge Camden Society, and the Ecclesiological Movement
which held that Gothic was the only style suitable for new parish churches. The 1829
Catholic Emancipation Act gave another impetus due to the sudden need for Roman
Catholic churches.
So why did the Staffordshire Moorlands become so closely associated with the Gothic
Revival? Primarily, because a number of very wealthy local families were prepared to
finance both religious and secular building works. The likes of AJ Beresford Hope,
one of the leaders of the Ecclesiologists, could afford to employ architects of the
quality of William Butterfield at Sheen, near Hartington (1850). Jesse Watts-Russell
at Ilam Hall had close links to George Gilbert Scott, who may have designed the
model cottages in Ilam village. Sir Thomas Percival Heywood employed George
Edmund Street to build All Saints, Denstone between 1860-62.
The most important single patron was the 16th Earl of Shrewsbury, who employed
Pugin to work on his seat at Alton Towers and to rebuild Alton Castle with its attendant
Hospital of St John the Baptist, complete with church, almshouses and school.
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St Giles, Cheadle (RC), Pugin’s finest church.

The pinnacle of the Earl’s relationship with Pugin was surely the Roman Catholic
church of St Giles, Cheadle of 1841-6. Its importance was such that the opening was
attended by the Archbishops of Sydney and Damascus, and its location in Cheadle
was not due to a local surge in Catholic sentiment, but purely because of its proximity
to a man who wanted, and was prepared to pay for, the best parish church in Britain.
The parish church of Hoar Cross, Holy Angels (1872), was financed by the AngloCatholic Emily Charlotte Meynell Ingram (sister of Charles Wood, 2nd Viscount
Halifax) as a memorial to her late husband Hugo Meynell Ingram. The church was
designed by George Frederick Bodley and Thomas Garner.
Joseph Challinor of Compton House, a Leek solicitor, continued the tradition of
patronage, contributing around a third of the cost of All Saints, Leek, consecrated in
1887. The architect was Richard Norman Shaw, with the pulpit and reredos by
William Lethaby and windows by Morris & Co and Edward Burne Jones.
Thanks to Danny for an informative and fascinating talk.
Victorian Society on-line Newsletter
Members of the Victorian Society already receive The Victorian several times a year.
The Society also publishes an on-line newsletter which is available to anyone who
requests it. This is a good way to find out about national campaigns, news and other
activities of the Society. Simply go to: https://goo.gl/jJO3WX to sign up for your free
copy. If you are already a full member, make sure the Society has your e-mail address
so that you receive the newsletter and other information automatically - simply e-mail
Richard Seedhouse - admin@victoriansociety.org.uk - quoting your membership
number (on the label of this newsletter or The Victorian) to update your details.
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◆

Forthcoming events organised by the
Leicester Civic Society

Saturday 5th August: Guided Walk: ‘Civil War - The Siege and Storming of Leicester
May 1645’. From the Newarke at 10.30 am. 1 hour 45 mins. £4.00. Advance booking.
Thursday 7th to Sunday 10th September: 2017 Heritage Open Days. Leicester
Heritage Exhibition at Iskcon, Granby Street. 10.00 to 4.00 pm daily. Free admission.
Marvel at Joseph Goddard’s breath-taking Leicestershire Bank of 1874.
Saturday 9th September: Free guided walk as part of Heritage Open Days: ‘Roman
Leicester’. From the Jewry Wall at 10.30 am. 1 hour 30 mins. Advance booking only.
Sunday 10th September: Free guided walk as part of Heritage Open Days. ‘Six
Goddard Buildings’. From the Clock Tower at 2.00 pm. 1 hour. Advance booking only.
Saturday 16th September: Coach Tour: 9.00 am from Secular Hall, 9.15 am from
Uppingham Road/Humberstone Drive, to King’s Lynn. The houses, guildhalls,
markets and exchange, originated by 15th and 16th century merchants and
seafarers, make this one of the most handsome towns in England. John Betjeman
thought the walk from Nelson Street to St Nicholas Chapel to be the finest in Europe.
£25.50, £23.50 concession. Further discounts to Leicester Civic Society members.
All enquiries and bookings for the society programmes of guided walks and coach
tours to:
Stuart Bailey, 48 Meadow Avenue, Loughborough LE11 1JT. 01509-266818.
Cheques to: “Leicester Civic Society”.
◆

Published by the Leicester Group of the Victorian Society
Joint Chairmen: Neil Crutchley and Peter Ellis
Membership: Peter Ellis - 01455 291694 - ellisdesign@talktalk.net
Events Bookings: Carole Face - 0116 267 5946
Website: http://www.victoriansociety.org.uk/leicester/

Follow us on Twitter

@LeicVicSoc

The views expressed in this newsletter are those of the contributors and do not necessarily
represent those of the Editor or of The Victorian Society.
The Victorian Society, 1 Priory Gardens, London W4 1TT
Registered as a Charity No 1081435 and a Company limited by guarantee
Registered in England, No 3940996. Registered office as above.
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Summer Visits Programme - 2017
All our activities, including visits, are open to all subject to space limitations.
Our booking form ‘Green Sheet’ is only sent to members living in Leicestershire.
If you do not receive a booking form, but wish to participate in a bookable activity, the form
can be downloaded as a PDF from our website, or booking enquiries can be made direct to
Carole Face - 0116 267 5946
Please see ‘Booking Conditions’ on the Green Sheet

Tuesday 13th June
Full day coach trip to Hull
There may be a limited number of places still available for this trip to the UK City of
Culture – 2017, advertised in the previous newsletter. Please contact Carole Face.
Tuesday 18th July
Evening walk in the Western Park area
(This walk was previously advertised as taking place on 4th July. If you have already
booked please contact Carole Face to confirm that you can attend on the new date)
A few places are left for a further visit to Leicester’s ‘Garden City’, continuing on from
our previous walk in this area in 2013, led by Richard Gill and Neil Crutchley.
Cost: £5
Meet at 7.00 pm outside St Anne's Church on Letchworth Road.
(Closing date for bookings - Friday 16th June - see Green Sheet)
Tuesday 8th August
In the Footsteps of John Flower - the Leicester Artist
A Walk led by Neil Finn whose talk on John Flower was enjoyed by the Society in
December 2016. Neil will take us to a selection of the sites painted by Flower and we
will be able to compare ‘then and now’.
Cost £5
Meet at 7.00 pm at the High Cross, Jubilee Square.
(Closing date for bookings - Friday 21st July - see Green Sheet)
Tuesday 5th September
Houghton and Stoughton churches visit
Afternoon visit by private car to churches at Houghton on the Hill and Stoughton. Both
these medieval churches have significant Victorian restorations and additions. There
will be tea and cakes provided in Stoughton church.
Cost £5
Meet at 2.30 pm at Houghton church - note: parking is on the roadside in both villages.
Please park sensibly because both churches are on busy roads.
It may be possible to arrange lifts for those without transport - please let Carole know
if you need a lift from a particular area, or are able to offer one.
(Closing date for bookings - Friday 18th August - see Green Sheet)
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Meetings Programme - Autumn 2017
All lectures will take place in the Bishop Street Methodist Church
10a Bishop Street, Town Hall Square, Leicester LE1 6AF at 7.30 pm.
Our meetings are open to all, but we ask all attendees, whether or not they are members,
to register in order to comply with Fire Regulations, and to make
a contribution of £2.50 per person
towards the costs of room hire and other expenses.
Tuesday 3rd October

Crowns in Conflict
Queen Victoria, European Royalty and the Tragedy of World War I
David Humberston
Educated at Wyggeston Boys Grammar School, David is Chairman of the Leicestershire & Rutland Branch of The Western Front Association. A keen student of history
since boyhood, David combines his long-standing study of royal figures with his
considerable Great War knowledge to present Crowns in Conflict - Queen Victoria,
European Royalty and the Tragedy of World War I, a study of the inter-relationships
of the family of Queen Victoria during the century preceding the Great War and the
conflicts which engulfed them.
Tuesday 7th November

The History of Leicester’s Secular Hall
Ned Newitt
Ned Newitt is Director of the Leicester Secular Society, and editor of its magazine The
Secularist. He will trace the history of the Society from its founding in 1851, through ejection
from the Temperance Hall which led to the building of its own hall on Humberstone Gate in
1879, up to the present day. Ned has also been responsible for the Heritage Lottery Fund
bid for restoration of the Hall (see front page). He will report on progress of the application.
Tuesday 5th December at 7.15 pm,
when seasonal refreshments will be served - note early start

Charles Dickens, Leicester and his Public Readings
Dr John Florance
After a difficult start in life, Dickens achieved fame in his mid-20s as a writer. He also
edited a weekly journal for 20 years and became an accomplished performer of his
own works. Dickens’ first paying reading tour took place in 1858. This exhaustive
countrywide tour earned him more than £10,000. He visited Leicester and read from
‘A Christmas Carol’ in the Temperance Hall. This talk will focus on Dickens' rather
ambivalent attitude to railways, how he saw their significance in his writings, and how
they facilitated his famous reading tours across the country.
John Florance came to Leicester to teach English at a Sixth Form College. He has
been involved in broadcasting on Radios Two and Four, and for over 20 years on
Radio Leicester. John has a PhD from the University of Wales for his research into
20th century drama and was awarded an Honorary Degree for services to local
journalism by the University of Leicester a few years ago.
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